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A typical CLP (2.1) first tier
core participant at baseline

The story of Josna

Background

As a core participant of CLP 2.1 Josna recelved a cow
during the first phase of the CLP2 Asset Transfer Project
[(ATP). This is the first cohort of s, which will gradualy
rmollowt CLPs package of suppord to core paricipating
househalds bebwesn 2010 and 2016.

The Story of Josna

Josna {35) and her husband Shah All (45) have lived on the
char Jatindranarayan (Upazila-Phulbari, District-Kurigram)
for mora than a year and hawve spant the last B months on
the land that they cumently reside on. Althouwgh they do not
awn the land, they do not have o pay 1o live there. The
household consists of § members, Josna, her husband, her
gon Joynal (18} and her twin daughters, Shahida (14) and
Shahera (14), One of Josna's daughters married 5 months
ago, but as the household couldnmt pay the full dowry
promised, the deughter remains living with Josna rather
than with her new husband, Josna's husband and son are
the household income eamers, with her husband az a day
labourer and her son working as an agricultural day
labourer. The room that they Fve in has a one wooden box,
two chairs, one bed, pillows and a blanket. The house has
two rooms made by lin and one kilchen made by Chalai
[thin bamboo shed),

Socio-sconomic Status

The household has & latrine, howewer it i3 not
good and whilst tha howsshold members plan to
make their own, they ocurrenlly use olhesr
neighbowning househalds’ latrines

# Thea household has is own fubawell.

* Dwring the kast flood (2007), the floor af the
house was submerged under water, Since then
the housshold has bean raised on a plinth by
CLP and the family is guite confident to remain
thare during floods.

The househobd own 930 Taka of assets, in the
form of 1 bed, 1 blankst and chairs, 1 dothes
sland and [ewslany (excluding poultry and
domestic animals),

Im May 2010 the househodd samed 2100 Taka
and received 300 Taka stipand from CLP. During
that month the household spenl 2359 taka on
health, education, chothes, Tobd and Srewood

The housshold hed no savings.
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In May 2010 Josna received a cow costing 15, 000 Taka
from CLP and also meested in another cow through shared
ownership, Josna has chickens, a CLP model pouliry house
&nd a homeatead garden. Josna eamed 50 Taka by sefling
wvagatables from her homestead garden between May and
Saplamber 2010

Jozng i fron of her house
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Josna said: “Now we are able fo tske maore food than before
bt wa are nof able fo buy eggs or milk frequently, as the
price is bayond our capacily. We shall ba able o buy and
fake those when our cows stan ghimg mitk® During the last
week the family ate eggs only once and was unable to buy

Meore.

Empowerment Status

® The househodd knows how b0 access and have
aoeagsed  primary  education  and  allowance
sanvices, government and NGO health workers,
The housshold doss not know about the services
such as pnvale egher education, birth and dealh
registrations, Government  Vulnerable Group
Development (VGD} and Vulnerable Group
Feeding (WGEF) cards or disability allowancs.
The housshold has no group membecship in any
kandl of social growp
In the household, Josna and her husband maka
SOME SCOROMIc and non sconomic decesions joimtly
such as loans (o pay for chothes, small househald
lon expenses for children and the
marfiage of their chiddren. Josns takes decisions
glone regarding the purchase of non-food items for
the household members but her husband makes
decisions alone regarding the use of savings or
lpan money, large housakalkdl assets, use of
contraceptives and when o have a children,
Josna is nod confident o 2%k wilh people oulside
th household or village, 1o go outside the village,
to go io & doctor or hospltal, to take a loam or
participate in a wvillage shslizh* She has no
confidence in taking large economic decisions
alona of infuencing har husband regarding these
and would nol be confident 1o take care of her
famdy alone if her husband becomes sick, dies or
leaves her, She B guite confident to ftake small
economic decisions and take aclion apainst
violence or abusa from people outside the
houseahold
Josng feels very much reapecied’ by her husband
and her family-in-law. She and her housshold feal
that they ara “quite respacted’ within both the
community and the family,
© Shaiizh g an informal village leved judicial syaiem 0 which

village siders and e concarmed pames gather o resoboe
lozal disputas
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Joang with her husband.

Regarding decision making, Josna said W | say no fo
amything then my husband will islen, but | don't Brink he has
mede any wrong decizlons, 20 [ have never sald anything. If
| aidnt acoept the CLP cow that he brought then | know my
husband wowld retum # and brang anofher one.” They
axpect to receive a dowry when their son marmies in the
fulure, as “we pald dowry for our davughter and will demand
dowry for our son. This is how mamiage happens.”

Im hear fudure plan, Josna said that they will sell the cow after
it gives birth o two calves and with thai monay, thay will pay
the outslanding money for their daughter's marmage. They
will rear the calves to make them bigger and with the sale
price they will buy another cow. "By thizs way we will fry fo
live a bafter iife”

Tagmary Akier
Intern, Innowation Maonitoring and Leaming Division

This case study is the first in a series of longitudinal case
studies, which will follow the same households” progress
under CLP2 unil 2016. The information drews upon
baseline data collected in Aprilf May 2010, in addition to
an imerview conducted in September 2010. Tha
interview took place shorly afler the first assel transhes
and the commancamant of CLP activities,
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