The Baseline
Empowerment Status of
CLP2.1 Households

The Chars Livelihoods Programme (CLP} aims to reduce
extrama poverty of the poorest and maost vulnerable people
living in the chavs of Morh-Wast Bangladesh, The first
phase of the CLP reached 55,000 households directly and
the second phase (CLP2), which began in Aprl 2010,
cantinues 1o promobe pro-poor velihcods and oppofunities,
targeting a further one milion people. The CLFs holistic
approach recognisas the intudricable link bebsvesn reducing
poverly amnd empowering Individuals, householda and
communities to gain controd of their own lives. As shown i in
the Empowearment Basaline Survey Report {Helmich 2010,
woman and adolescent gifs are often the most vulnerabla
and marginalised members of sociely, CLPZ seeks Io
empower women and adolescent gils by raising
households' financial, physical and social capital.

The empowermeent baseling sursey for CLP 2.1 househalds
provides an overview of the levels of empowerment amaong
core parficipant houssholds (CPHHs) in CLP2.1 prior fo
households' recelpt of Income generating assets and
implamantation of other CLP projects. The baseline data
presealed (colbecled in June and July 2010) sarves as a
reference point to measura, and monidor the impact of CLP2
on empowerment, through the knowledge, atfitudes and
actices of women and houssholds.

Methodology

The Innovation, Mondtoring and Leaméng (IML) Division
uses a combinalion of qualitative and quanditalhee methods
to coflect data on empowerment amongst CLP2 CPHHs,
Many of the households in CLP2 ware from CLP1 villages,
therefore some of the participants were already benefiting
from the impact of CLP1, for axampla Eving on a raised
plinth. The emposwerment surey, which s based an a
panel sampée of 405 CPHHSE, is part of a three-fold
rathadology for monitoning ampowarmant. Th othes two

y Hulmich (2010). Empowernment Baseline Survey Repost 2000, CLTLL.
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For more informetion about CLP please visit our website: wew clp-bangladesh.org or email us at info(@cp-bangladesh. org
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Key Findings

® The average age of mariage reported lor females was
143, despite the legal age being 18 for girls in
Bangladesh.
56% of men in CPHHs were aware of the exislence of
a law sgainat dowry, compared to 42 8% of womean.
Yol T2.7% of CPHHs reporied having paid dowry for
their daughter’s mamage and 67.8% of CPHHs
rmported meceiving dowry payments for fheir son’s
wadding,
Men's and women's awareness of a law against
domastic violanca wara 57.5% and 45 9% respectivaly.
Womean reporied high levals of salf-parceivad raspect
fram their husbands, in-laws and communites (99.1%,

85.2% and 98.7% respectively)

tools ane Focus Group Descussions (FGDS) and lengitudinal
case shudies, FGOs engage men, women, adolescent girs
and’ or boys from GPHHs and are based on nberestng
issues brought to aftention In the findings of the panel
swryay. The in depth kongitudingl case stedies of five core
participant women and their households Iracks the
participanis’ progress concaming empowarment, nutritional
and sociosconomic sialus and anrich the study with mone
qualitative  information. A  seres of 'empowermant
workshops alongside the Logframe indicalors informed the
sedaction of the empowerment indicaiors used. For esch of
the s cohoris in CLPZ, dala are collected al baseline,
bageling + 12 months, baseling + 18 maonths and annually
thereaftar, anabling IML to monitor changes owver time.
Respondents were core paricipants of CLPZ, and where
possible, their hesbands and dawghters. Some of the
baszaling CLPZ 1 surday quislions wens directed al famales
anly, some at makes only and othars at both the huaband
and the wife in each CLPZ.1 CPHH.

Discussion

Increased empowerment of women and households s
eypected to be reflected in improwements in nutritional
siatus, lovels of social inclusion, self-confidence, decision-
making power, abdity to cope with crisea, and genaral well-
being,

Basic Household Characteristics

The majority of core parlicipant woman were reporied as
married, howevar amangst the female-headed housaholds,
which accounded for 18% of the sample, 58.6% were
widowed and & further 25 8% were separaied, abandoned
ar divarced.

Household Knowledge of and Access to Sarvices
Linkages to public and private basic service provision on
the chars is limited and knowledge of and access bo
services, including safety nel entillements varied among the
sampée. Amongst the sampled households who had
children and therefore needed lo access schogls in the six
maonthe prior to the sureey, only 33.1% have accessed
public primany education in the &5 sic months and 55.4%
aof households with children reported that they knew how
and whara to access public secondary leval education.
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Household Contacts, Metworks and Relationships
Paopla’s social relations are mportant indicators of levels of
sociel capital snd social inclusionfexcheion. Deepite an
average of 5.7 social and community groups existing in
each village, membership by respondents of these groups
was extremely limiled. Housshold members reporied thal
the mean number of groups thet male and female
paricipants were membaers of was 007 and 004

respactivaly. Howewar, salf-parceived levels of raspect
withén the family and communety were high (97, 7% and 89%
raspectivaly

Household Conflidence Regarding Abillity to Cope With
Future Crises

CLPZ projects aim o reduce char dwellers” vulnerability to
criges such as flioods, heslth shocks, death of livesiock and
the annual hunger season [mongs). Yet the sampled
CPHHs reporied high leveds of confidence in their ability o
cope with monga (B5.7%) and fiooding [B0.79%) in the
future, This could be attribubsd to the fact thal CLP2 CPHHs
have already benefitad indirectly from plinth raising projects
wndar CLPT (Mascie-Taylor, 2010, p1

Ilegal Practices: Knowladge, Attitudes and Praclice
Women and girls fving in the chars are vulnerable to illegal
practicas such as domesiic vislence, dowry and marrlage
bedow tha legal aga. CLP2 aime to reduce violance against
womean and gifs, Incidence of early mamiage and dowry
practices,

& Marriage: BaseSne levels of avareness of the legal
age of mamiage for boys wes 9.2% amongst man
and 21.6% amongs! women, whisl awareness of
the legal age of mamage for girls was much higher,
with 68.6% of men and 67.5% of womean commectly
raporiing the legal age (18). Howevear the averaga
age of mamiage reporied for females was 14.3.

®  Dowry: 56% of men were aware of the existence of
a law against dowry, compared 1o 42,8% of women,
Mevertheless, T2.7% of CPHHs reported having
paid dowry for thes daughter's marmiage and 67.9%
of CPHHs reporied recaipt of dowry for their son's
marriage.

& \iplence against women: Mens and women's
awarenaess of a [aw against domestic violence wara
57 5% and 45.08% respectivety. Verbal abuse wea
reporiadly tha mosl common form of vialancs,
32 2% of female paricipents repored lknowing
other lemales in their communlly who had suffered
warbal violance.

Femals Social Status

Wornen reporied high levels of sefl-perceived respec] by
thelr husbands, in-laws and communities (88.1%, %5.2%
and 98.7% respactivaly).

Levels of Females' Self-confidence

Women reported fesling least confident o participaie in a
vilage Shalish’, this ks also reflected In thelr non-
participation in group mambearship. Woman aso felt lsast
confident to take large economic declsions alone. Faclng
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diffarant challenges, adolescent girls reponied fesling least
confidant to leave their village alone, to iell outsiders thay
have been sexuslly sbused and felt that they have liths =ay
in the choice of their husband.

Imscidurca of Violomoe Agains Wamen and Gils
In CLPL1 Hoawsabolds ol Communities During
the Lasi 3 Banthe
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Women's Income-serming and Decislon-making Power
Marked distinciions were found beteean male and femals-
headed households with regard b women's inoome-eaing
confribution and decisicn-making power. Woman in female-
headed households were more likely o be the soie
economic declsion-makers but were also more likaly to
imvodve other people, such as family and community
membars in  decision-making, especially conceming
purchasalzale of large aasets.
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Conclusion

The Empowerment Basaling Swrvay Report for CLP2.1 CPHHs
shows hal levels of flemale salf-confidancs ang lowes] reganding
economic decisions and mamiage. The high incidenca of sary
misisge, under aged pregnancies and raporbed domastic
violence, combined wih women's leck of decision-making
powar i the choloe of her husband points 1o @ Bck of female
ampowammant within the howsehold. Levels of awareness of
the legal age of mamiage and knowiedge of Begal practces
wann [ow, especially amongst women,

CLPZ.1 CPHHs' levals of conhdencs are relaively mone
optimistic regarding their sbility to cope with future crises
Female participanis’ sall-perceplions amongs! the communily
were 8lso redstively high, despite the limited groasp membership
reporied and the low evels of access o and use o public and
privata senicas within the community,

To recalve & copy of the report on which this bried is based,
contact the CLP's Innovafion, Monfioring and Leaming
Divigion (infofelp-hangisdesh. om).

2 Mlascie- Taylkor (2010) Sovio-svonomic Characieriaies ovd Mutriosal
Sratier of Houwseholds Recriited in CLP2.J; Report of the Baseling Survey
Coructed tw April 2010

4 Shalish Is an Informal vilage leval judiclal system in which village
elfars and the concerned parties gather b resole looal dispules.
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