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Spotlight on Knowledge

Increasingly, Latin American (LA) Supreme Audit Institutions (SAIs), 

the agencies in charge of overseeing the use of public resources, 

are creating mechanisms to involve citizens in the oversight process 

in order to improve the quality of audits, increase citizens’ trust in 

public institutions, and ensure their right to participate in public 

decisions. This selection of publications documents some of the key 

social control mechanisms implemented by LA SAIs.

Spotlight on Publications: 
Social Control Mechanisms

in Supreme Audit Institutions

Full Citation: General Controllership of the Republic of Paraguay (GCRP). 2010. La Participación Ciudadana como 
herramienta para transparentar la gestión de las Entidades de Fiscalización Superior y los mecanismos de inclusión 
ciudadana en el control gubernamental externo. Paper presented at the XX General Assembly of the Organisation of 
Latin American and Caribbean Supreme Audit Institutions (OLACEFS).

Citizen Participation as a Tool for Making SAIs’ Management Transparent and Mechanisms
for Involving Citizens in the External Control of Government

Created for the 20th General Assembly of the Organisation of Latin American and Caribbean Supreme Audit
Institutions (OLACEFS), this report provides an overview of different SAIs’ citizen participation experiences. 
In particular, it analyses mechanisms implemented in Paraguay, Cuba, and Brazil for involving citizens in 
monitoring public funds. As such, the report will be useful to policy makers and those with a hands-on interest
in citizens’ involvement in the audit process.

http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2Fuploaded%2Fcontent%2Fevent%2F1690357727.pdf
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2Fuploaded%2Fcontent%2Fevent%2F1690357727.pdf
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2F
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2F
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Full Citation: Iniciativa Transparencia, Participación Ciudadana, y Accountability. Asociación Civil por la Igualdad y la Justicia 
(ACIJ). 2011. Entidades de Fiscalización Superior en Latinoamérica: Diagnóstico sobre Transparencia, Participación 
Ciudadana y Rendición de Cuentas de las Entidades de Fiscalización Superior. TPA Initiative-ACIJ, Buenos Aires.

Full Citation: Nino, E. 2010. Access to Public Information and Citizen Participation in Supreme Audit Institutions. World Bank 
Institute, Asociación Civil por la Igualdad y la Justicia (ACIJ), and Asociación por los Derechos Civiles (ADC), Washington D. C.

Full Citation: Velásquez C., F. E. 2010. El Control Social de la Gestión Pública Municipal: Notas sobre la Experiencia 
Colombiana. Fondo de Control Social Ciudadanos al Cuidado de lo Público, Evento Nacional de Intercambio de Experiencia 
de Control Social, Bogotá.

SAIs in LA: Diagnosis of Transparency, Citizen Participation and Accountability of SAIs

Access to Public Information and Citizen Participation in Supreme Audit Institutions

Social Control of Municipal Administration: Notes About the Colombian Experience

This report from the TPA Initiative, a regional effort to strengthen SAIs, is a must-read resource. It assesses the
strength of LA’s SAIs in three dimensions: transparency, citizen participation, and accountability. In particular,
the citizen participation section offers an exhaustive analysis of the various social control mechanisms 
implemented by SAIs in the region. This publication will be useful for public officers, researchers from 
academic institutions, and members of civil society organisations (CSOs) who are interested in studying, 
analysing, or implementing the social control mechanisms carried out in LA.     

This recent working paper from the Access to Information Program of the World Bank Institute (WBI) argues
that, given the important role of SAIs in monitoring the exercise of power in democratic regimes, these agencies 
must establish mechanisms to make themselves closer and more accountable to citizens and to actually 
involve citizens in monitoring. The paper draws from good practices in citizen participation, transparency, 
and access to public information from SAIs in Argentina, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Mexico, 
and Peru. This publication is a must-read for public officials and civil society interested in strengthening 
citizen participation in government oversight.

This report was prepared as part of the Colombian Social Control Fund (Ciudadanos al Cuidado de lo Público), a
project to train citizens to carry out government oversight. It describes oversight experiences put into practice
in Colombia by three different types of actors: government institutions, such as municipal governments or 
SAIs; grassroots community groups; and citizens, led by NGOs and CSOs. This document provides access 
to those from other regions interested in learning about the successful social control practices put in place 
by Colombia, the leading LA country in terms of promoting and implementing social control mechanisms.

http://iniciativatpa.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/informe-diagnc3b3stico-sobre-transparencia-participacic3b3n-ciudadana-y-rendicic3b3n-de-cuentas-de-las-efs.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/WBI/Resources/213798-1259011531325/6598384-1268250334206/Citizen_Participation_SAI.pdf
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.transparenciacolombia.org.co%2FPortals%2F0%2Fdescargas%2FFondo%20de%20Control%20Social%2FEL%20CONTROL%20SOCIAL%20DE%20LA%20GESTI%25C3%2593N%20P%25C3%259ABLICA%20MUNICIPAL_FVELASQUEZ.pdf
http://iniciativatpa.wordpress.com/english/
http://wbi.worldbank.org/wbi/
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Full Citation: Turbay Quintero, J. C. 2010. Informe de los Cuatro Años de Gestión al Congreso y al Presidente de la 
República. Comptroller General of the Republic of Colombia, Bogotá.

Full Citation: Organisation of Latin American and Caribbean Supreme Audit Entities (OLACEFS). 2009. Declaración de 
Asunción: Principios Sobre Rendición de Cuentas. 5-9 October, 2009, 19th General Assembly of the OLACEFS.

Four-year Management Report to the Congress and to the President

Declaration of Asuncion, Accountability Principles

This report of the key results from Colombia’s Comptroller General includes analysis of the various efforts 
undertaken by the Colombian SAI to promote citizen participation in the oversight process. The outcomes 
of the various mechanisms implemented, such as coordinated audits and citizen oversight committees, 
are also presented. Given that Colombia is the most advanced LA country in terms of citizen participation 
in government oversight, this report will be particularly useful for public official and civil society actors 
considering implementing or promoting social control mechanisms in their own countries.

This Declaration from the 19th General Assembly of the Organization of Latin American and Caribbean 
Supreme Audit Institutions (OLACEFS) establishes the standards that LA SAIs must meet in terms of 
transparency, access to information, and citizen participation. The Declaration outlines the eight accountability 
principles that LA SAIs agreed to adopt and promote, making it an important reference for other regions to 
understand the standard to which LA SAIs are held accountable.

FIND OUT MORE FROM ELLA
To learn more about oversight of public spending, read the ELLA Brief.
To learn more about Budgeting and Public Policies, read the ELLA Guide,
which has a full list of ELLA knowledge materials on this theme. To learn
more about other ELLA development issues, browse other ELLA Themes.

CONTACT FUNDAR  
To learn more about oversight of public spending in LA, contact Janet 
Oropeza, Project Coordinator, janet@fundar.org.mx.

ELLA is supported by:

The views expressed here are not necessarily 
those of DFID.

http://www.contraloriagen.gov.co/c/document_library/get_file?&folderId=40368517&name=DLFE-33431.pdf
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2Fuploaded%2Fcontent%2Fcategory%2F1939645031.pdf
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2F
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.olacefs.net%2F
http://ella.practicalaction.org/
http://ella.practicalaction.org/node/786
http://ella.practicalaction.org/node/777
http://ella.practicalaction.org/ella-knowledge
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=www.fundar.org.mx
mailto:janet%40fundar.org.mx?subject=
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/
http://practicalaction.org/consulting-3
http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=auto&tl=en&u=www.fundar.org.mx

