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Introduction

The survey focuses on young people’s understandings of climate change, their
Involvement in adaptation and mitigation projects (including employment generating
ones), the strategies they have chosen in adapting to climate change impacts and how
these relate to their experience of vulnerability, including economic vulnerabilities. Three
main issues are explored:

d Climate change in general and climate change impacts from youth perspectives.
 Youth participation in climate change response measures

d Youth adaptation to the impacts of climate change, with a focus on migration and
roles of youth in supplementing the family income

Methodology

 Youth-led and peer-to-peer research

 Literature review

d Qualitative analysis using both semi-structured Iinterviews and focus group
discussions at local and national level. The target groups are youth aged from 15 to 28,
national and local officers who are involved in climate change and natural disaster
response activities in Vietnam. Total number of interviews are 33, plus 9 focus group
discussions in both sites.

 The survey was conducted in two sites: an intervention site where there is a climate
change adaptation project in which youth participate, and a non-intervention site (control
site) nearby with similar socio-economic situations and climate change impacts. Detalls
about the two sites are provided below.

Background information

Country Context

As a country often hit by hurricanes, Vietham has a long tradition of disaster response,
with the active participation of the government, NGOs and the communities. In recent
years, especially since the end of 2008 when the National Target Program to Respond
to Climate Change was launched, climate change has become a priority on the national
agenda.

Youth participation In community activities, especially in rural areas, Is usually
organized and mobilized under the Youth Union, a mass socio-political organization in
Vietnam. The Youth Union has millions of members across the country and its members
are very active In many development activities, including disaster prevention and
response. According to the Law for the Youth issued in 2005, Vietnam defines youth as
those aged from 16 to 30 years old.
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Site

Hau Loc District in Thanh Hoa Province Is
well-known for its vulnerability to natural
disasters, in particular along its coast line.
The two coastal communes chosen in this
survey are Da Loc and Minh Loc, which
experience typhoons, floods and droughts
on annual basis.

Intervention Site — Da Loc Commune
Geographical position. North-Eastern tip
of Hau Loc District,

Hamlets.: Dong Hal, Dong Hoa, Dong Tan,
Dong Thanh, Hung Thanh, My Dien, Ninh
Phu, Van Thang, Yen Dong and Yen Loc.
Total area.: 12.07 km?

Population. 7,694

Population density: 637 people /km?
Average annual income per capita (2009).
~ $350

Poverty level: 23%

Main economic activities: Agricultural
production and husbandry (48%),
aquaculture and fisheries (20%), services
& labour exports (13%), others sectors

Non
Commune

Loc District

Minh Hal.
Total Area: 4.75 km?

0
(19%) , , . Populatior. ~ 14,000
Climate change related /ssues: Tropical Population density: 2947 people/km?
cyclones, coastal erosion and salt

Intrusion, droughts and floods.

Climate change adapitation project:
Community based mangrove plantation
project, implemented by CARE Vietham.
Youth roles in the project: Participate In
the plantation and protection of
mangroves, and in raising awareness
about forest protection and environment

ISSUes.

~ $370

IS 20 USD/person/month)

Main economic activities:
production,
(small industries and business).

cyclones, droughts, floods & salt intrusion.

Intervention Site — Minh Loc

Geographical position: Eastern part of Hau
Hamlets. Minh Hung, Minh Thang, Minh

Hop, Minh Phu, Minh Thinh, Minh Tho,
Minh Thanh, Minh Thanh, Minh Duc and

Average annual income per capita (2009).
Poverty level: 18.1% (Vietham poverty line

Agriculture
fisheries and other sectors

Climate change related issues. Tropical

Key findings

1. Weather and climate change in the sites

d The local climate has become more unpredictable compared to 5 - 10 years ago. People
In both sites have noticed an increase in temperature and frequency of drought.

d Water shortage and salt intrusion has
become a major problem to both Da Loc
and Minh Loc.

 Typhoon season happens earlier with
Increasingly large typhoons iIn recent
years.

J The sea level has risen In the last few

years .

1.1. Youth understanding of climate change in the sites

d There are no clear gender differences in youth understandings of the term ‘climate
change’ on both sites. The differences are clearer in term of their educational levels and
ages. The older youths who have a higher level of education generally understand the term
‘climate change’ better that those who are younger and have a lower level of education. For
the youth on the two sites, the term ‘climate change’ means:

2. Impacts of climate change and extreme weather events in the sites

d Unexpected weather changes and
extreme events caused a lot of problems
for the families of youth in both sites,
especially for agricultural production and
fisheries. Persistent impacts come from salt
Intrusion and drought in the recent years,
which impacts on soil fertility and causes
water shortages for both agricultural and
household usage. This has resulted in the
abandonment of cultivation lands and crop
failures.

 Hurricanes and floods intensify existing
problems (e.g. salt intrusions and lack of
cultivation land) and result in long-lasting

damage for agriculture (e.g. crop failures and
abandon of cultivation lands) and livelinoods.
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2.1. Youth perceptlons about the local impacts of extreme weather events

and climate change.

dYouth on both sites realized that extended
and extreme cold periods in winter, as well as
prolonged droughts in summer are now the
main factors in delaying the crop schedules

and fallures.

d Youth farmers and fisherfolk in both sites
recognized that the impacts of climate and
weather hardships have generated many
economic difficulties for their families and
themselves, leading In some cases, to
youth dropping out of school and migrating

to other places to work and support the
family.

 Weather induced impacts on agriculture
also puts pressure on young people to
contribute to the family income.




dYoung people from both sites have [ Many are aware about the high weather- d Youth  participation in  community |
different perceptions of weather and climate related risks associated with fishing in the measures (e.g. mangrove  planting,
change risks. There are clear differences in  sea. In recent years, more young fishermen protecting and maintaining dyke and
perception in terms of age. The older ones choose to migrate or have other professions. Irrigation system) to cope with extreme
(from 19 — 25) are often more aware of the weather events such as typhoons, droughts
risks and difficulties caused by weather and floods are considered crucial by the
changes and the case is clearer for those local authority and the community in the
whose families are farmers or fisher folk. Intervention site.

The high school students ( from 15 — 18)
are more concerned about their education.

d Most of them think climate change and
extreme weather events have significant
Impacts, but consider it to be inevitable and
are more concerned about their employment
and education.

3. Response measures:
Typical response measures from the youth perspective include:

dYouth engagement In communities’
decision-making iIs ensured by the Youth
Union

4 Youth participation in the control site is
not recognized as vital due to the fact that
the majority of young people here have
migrated to work in other places.

Conclusions

Young people and other locals are well aware about the changes in the local
climate and weather patterns in recent years and their impacts on livelihoods.
Notable changes include intensifying salt intrusions, prolonged drought,
typhoons and rising sea levels. Their concern, however, is not for future climate
change but rather for the existing impacts of changing weather patterns on their
livelihoods.

The hypothesis laid out in the proposal consider that the linkages between
young people’s vulnerabilities, perceptions and responses to climate change
and economic crises are to do with:

L Their employment:
J Migration to other places as a result of [ For the families who stay in both sites, the

spgio-e_conomic and_ weather-induced  typical responses are to shift to different types
difficulties are now widely adopted as a of crops which are more appropriate to the

e Being forced to seeking employment in informal sectors with poor working
conditions and low paid

common response strategy for young |ocal conditions such as changing from rice to e Having to migrate to seek jobs, thus increasing their vulnerability.
people, both to earn money and to obtain  sweet corn, or changing from rice planting to Social well-being and citizenship:

skills. raising livestock (e.g. pig and poultry) and T R o | capital
Q Local people, both youth and adults, also @duaculture (e.g. shrimp and oyster farming). : cc?nsequences.o e I.On o you.n.g p(.eop es. >ouiel Fape
go abroad under labour export programs. Th? adaptation measures, however, are also *Youth involvement in adaptation and mitigation policy.

Due to the high initial costs, only those who facing both new and old problems such as Education and health effects:

accept the risks have access to loans or animal diseases and water shortages.

have adequate family savings can afford to

go.

d Young people in both sites are aware
about the risks associated with migration
such as housing problems and exploitation

 Reduced participation of young people in education due to the increasing
burden of schooling costs, and the need for youth contribution in families
Income.

 Increased malnutrition amongst adolescents, increased level of reported stress
and increased exposure to water-borne and vector-borne diseases

There Is evidence supporting part of the hypothesis as mentioned above about
the relation between the impacts of changing weather patterns and the situation
as follows:
In terms of youth employment:
 Migration is considered to be a common strategy for dealing with socio-
economic difficulties and unemployment at both sites. The impacts of extreme
weather events on the agriculture and fishery sector, especially in causing crop
failures and loss of cultivation lands, are some of the main reasons for migration
in the workplace (e.g. working over-time and I
poor working conditions).

status and unstable conditions of farming & fishing jobs.

d Young migrants from the two communes face specific problems. Many of
them have to seek jobs in the Informal sector as a result of their lack of
qgualifications and experience. Those who have higher education levels
(university or college graduated) often have a better chance of finding a stable
job.

CARE’s Community Based Mangrove Plantation Project team in Da Loc and the
local authorities in Da Loc and Minh Loc for their hospitality and facilitation.

For further information

Please contact for more information.

to other places to find jobs. Other reasons for migration included low income
| In terms of their social wellbeing and citizenship:
1 Youth active participation in response measures to extreme weather events Is
recognized by the local community in the intervention site as very important. The
JAfter the situation in 2005, government accepted roles for young people are for organizing awareness-raising
financial support for the strengthening the campaigns and for participating in community efforts to prevent and mitigate
sea dyke and road systems has also lead to natural disasters.
improved conditions in both sites, especially Q Existing mechanisms for youth participation in community decision-making
for Da Loc. processes are managed by the Youth Union.
d In coping with natural disasters such as . _
typhoons and floods, the local communities In terms of youth education and health effects:
are well aware of the situation and are  young people in both sites whose families are facing difficulties in paying for
prepared. Notable measures are to migrate their education, as a result of weather-induced threats to their livelihoods (most
further in land, to store food, fuel and water notably in the agricultural sectors), tend to drop out of school to migrate and look
in typhoon season. forjobs.
 Television i1s one of the most common
sources of information for young people and
local people, related to climate change and ACknO\N_Iedgm_entS |
adaptation measures in agriculture in both On behalf of Live&Learn Vietnam and the survey team, we would like to express
- sites. our sincerely thanks to ODI for their financial supports and trainings. And for
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