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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
 

The purpose of this booklet is to provide a list of useful resources and reference materials for 
DFID Livelihoods Advisers.  The resources are aligned to DFID’s five Livelihoods Technical 
Competencies, as listed below: 

 

1. The global context, including the international and regional architecture of agriculture, 
food and nutrition security, natural resources use and scarcity, and climate change. 

2. Rural development policy and delivery in a developing country context. 

3. Sources of risk and insecurity, their impacts on livelihoods and application to building 
resilience. 

4. Natural  resource-based livelihoods. 

5. Dynamics of change. 

 

Relevant resources for each technical competency are grouped according to the themes of 
required knowledge for each adviser, as set out in the Livelihoods Adviser Technical 
Competency Framework.  For each theme, we provide a  list of  resources and information 
on the type of resource (e.g. book, academic paper, DFID publication, external paper, 
website, training course, topic guide, online learning) as well as a short description of 
content and a link to access the resource, where possible.  Only academic papers that have 
been published in reputable academic journals are included.  ‘External paper’ includes grey 
literature which may not have been subject to the same rigorous quality control as academic 
papers.  The nature of the resources ranges from useful background information and 
learning materials to analysis, reviews, evidence papers, case studies and policy guidance.  

 

This is intended to be a live document that is regularly updated to incorporate important new 
material on each theme and to eliminate resources that are deemed to be less useful or links 
that are no longer working.  With this is in mind, advisers are encouraged to suggest 
amendments and to identify resources that they consider as essential reading for their peers 
(including internal DFID resources), either by highlighting resources that are already on this 
list or by recommending additional resources. 
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Regional Architecture of 
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Security, Natural Resources Use 

and Scarcity and Climate Change 



1. The global context, including the international and regional architecture of agriculture, food and nutrition security, natural resources use and scarcity, and climate change 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Roles and 
functioning of key 
international and 

regional agricultural 
and food security 

players 

Book (online 
appendix) 

The Global Architecture for 
Food Security and Agricultural 
Development 

Online appendix from the book ‘One Billion Hungry: 
Can We Feed the World?’ by Gordon Conway.  
Includes information on the history and context of 
FAO, Bretton Woods Institutes (World Bank, IMF), 
UN World Food Programme, International Fund for 
Agricultural Development (IFAD), Consultative 
Group on International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR), CIFOR, and International Food Policy 
Research Institute (IFPRI). 

Conway, G. (2012) One Billion Hungry: Can We 
Feed the World’, Comstock Publishing Associates, 
First Edition, Cornell University Press, Appendix, 
pp. 1-11. 
ISBN 0801478022 
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/resources/titles
/80140100695530/extras/Conway_Appendix.pdf 

DFID publication Multilateral Aid Review 

The 2011 Multilateral Aid Review (MAR) was 
commissioned to assess the value for money of UK 
aid funding through multilateral organisations.  The 
organisations assessed under the MAR included 
multilateral development banks, UN agencies, 
development finance institutions and humanitarian 
organisations.  Updated in 2013. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multil
ateral-aid-review  
Executive summary by National Audit Office: 
http://www.nao.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2012/09/1213594es.pdf 
Multilateral Aid Review Update 2013: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multil
ateral-aid-review-update-2013-interim-report 

Book (chapter) 

Global Food and Agricultural 
Institutions - Chapter 3: 
Mandates, governance and 
finance 

Analyses the origins, functions, successes and 
difficulties of global institutions (FAO, IFAD, the 
World Bank, WFP and CGIAR) in their attempts to 
achieve world food security and explores their 
relevance in meeting 21st century challenges. 

Shaw, D. J. (2009) Global Food and Agricultural 
Institutions, Routledge, Oxon.   
ISBN 0415445035 
Google Books Preview 

Website Global Donor Platform for Rural 
Development 

This is a network of 34 bi-lateral and multi-lateral 
donors, international financing institutions, inter-
governmental organisations and development 
agencies.  The website includes publications on 
joint approaches, policy briefs and studies on 
agriculture and rural development. 

http://www.donorplatform.org/ 
Review of overarching Global Donor Platform for 
Rural Development policy documents and donor 
perspectives: 
http://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/1411
31838?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=emb
ed 

Website 
The Comprehensive Africa 
Agriculture Development 
Programme (CAADP) 

CAADP is the Africa-led initiative working to boost 
agricultural productivity. Its work falls under 4 
pillars: i) land and water management; ii)market 
access; iii)food supply and hunger; and iv) 
agricultural research.  Website includes ‘Useful 
Resources’ section. 

http://www.nepad-caadp.net/ 

http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/resources/titles/80140100695530/extras/Conway_Appendix.pdf
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/resources/titles/80140100695530/extras/Conway_Appendix.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multilateral-aid-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multilateral-aid-review
http://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/1213594es.pdf
http://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/1213594es.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multilateral-aid-review-update-2013-interim-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/multilateral-aid-review-update-2013-interim-report
http://books.google.co.uk/books?id=ntGA-9aUJNoC&pg=PT2&lpg=PT2&dq=Global+Food+and+Agricultural+Institutions+John+Shaw&source=bl&ots=v0BjzlZhJ8&sig=TgrKJQjYf3wFu63EOU6g2k-GKLw&hl=en&sa=X&ei=K8TeUfr2KYSW0QWKtID4AQ&ved=0CFUQ6AEwBw
http://www.donorplatform.org/
http://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/141131838?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=embed
http://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/141131838?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=embed
http://www.scribd.com/document_downloads/141131838?extension=pdf&from=embed&source=embed
http://www.nepad-caadp.net/


1. The global context, including the international and regional architecture of agriculture, food and nutrition security, natural resources use and scarcity, and climate change 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

International 
architecture 
surrounding 

agriculture, food and 
nutrition security, 
forestry and other 
natural resources 

DFID/Defra 
publication 

DFID/Defra Policy Narrative 
on Global Food Security and 
Sustainable Agriculture 

This March 2010 policy narrative provides an 
overview of the global food security situation and 
the international and UK response to help improve 
food security and sustainable agriculture.   

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/pdf/defra-
dfid1003.pdf  

External paper 
International Forest Policy - the 
instruments, agreements and 
processes that shape it 

This report, commissioned by the Secretariat of the 
United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF), seeks to 
provide a systematic assessment of how the 
world’s multi-lateral instruments, processes and 
agreements address the major environmental, 
social and economic benefits of forests. 

McDermott, C.L. et al. (2007) International Forest 
Policy the instruments, agreements and processes 
that shape it, Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, UNFF Secretariat 
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/publications/Intl_
Forest_Policy_instruments_agreements.pdf  

External paper 

International Architecture for 
Transboundary 
Water Resources Management: 
Policy Analysis and 
Recommendations 

DfID and WWF-UK commissioned a study to review 
and evaluate opportunities to improve the 
international architecture of transboundary water 
management in recognition of the impacts on local 
livelihoods and functioning 
Of ecosystems. This study is based on regional 
assessments, interviews and literature reviews. 

DFID/WWF/Pegasys (2010) International 
Architecture for Transboundary Water Resources 
Management: Policy Analysis and 
Recommendations 
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf___intn
_l_water_architecture___policy_recommendations
__2010_.pdf  

Website World Trade Organisation’s 
Agriculture Agreement 

The WTO’s Agriculture Agreement was negotiated 
in the 1986–1994 Uruguay Round. WTO member 
governments agreed to improve market access and 
reduce trade-distorting subsidies.  

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_
e.htm 
http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/ursum_
e.htm#aAgreement 

Roles of other UK 
government 

departments in 
agriculture, natural 

resources and 
private sector 
support and of 
domestic NGOs 

Website CDC Group 

CDC is the UK’s Development Finance Institution 
(DFI) wholly owned by DFID. CDC’s mission is to 
support the building of businesses throughout 
Africa and South Asia and create jobs. 

http://www.cdcgroup.com/  

Website Foreign & Commonwealth 
Office (FCO) 

The FCO promotes British interests overseas, 
supporting citizens and businesses around the 
globe. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/forei
gn-commonwealth-office 

Website 
Department for Environment, 
Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA) 

DEFRA is responsible for policy and regulations on 
environmental, food and rural issues.    

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/dep
artment-for-environment-food-rural-affairs 

Website Department of Energy & 
Climate Change (DECC) 

The DECC works to make sure the UK has secure, 
affordable energy supplies and promotes 
international action to mitigate climate change. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/dep
artment-of-energy-climate-change 

Website Forestry Commission 
The Forestry Commission is responsible for the 
protection and expansion of Britain's forests and 
woodlands. 

http://www.forestry.gov.uk/ 

http://archive.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/pdf/defra-dfid1003.pdf
http://archive.defra.gov.uk/foodfarm/food/pdf/defra-dfid1003.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/publications/Intl_Forest_Policy_instruments_agreements.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/pdf/publications/Intl_Forest_Policy_instruments_agreements.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf___intn_l_water_architecture___policy_recommendations__2010_.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf___intn_l_water_architecture___policy_recommendations__2010_.pdf
http://awsassets.panda.org/downloads/wwf___intn_l_water_architecture___policy_recommendations__2010_.pdf
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/agric_e/agric_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/ursum_e.htm#aAgreement
http://www.wto.org/english/docs_e/legal_e/ursum_e.htm#aAgreement
http://www.cdcgroup.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/foreign-commonwealth-office
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-environment-food-rural-affairs
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/
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Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Website Department for Business, 
Innovation & Skills (BIS) 

BIS is the department for economic growth and it 
invests in skills and education to promote trade, 
boost innovation and help people to start and 
develop businesses.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/dep
artment-for-business-innovation-skills 
Overseas trade and investment: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/topics/trade-and-
investment 

Website Bond Bond is the UK membership body for organisations 
working in international development. http://www.bond.org.uk/ 

Website Charity Commission The regulator for charities in England and Wales. http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/ 

International trade 
and intellectual 

property regimes 
and how these 

impact men's and 
women's livelihoods 

External paper 
(chapter) 

Trade and Markets, 
chapter within IAASTD 
Agriculture at a Crossroads, 
Synthesis Report 

The International Assessment of Agricultural 
Knowledge, Science and Technology for 
Development (IAASTD) was initiated in 2002 by 
WB and FAO.  The objective of IAASTD is to 
assess the impacts of agricultural knowledge, 
science and technology on poverty reduction and 
rural livelihoods. 

IAASTD (2009)  - see pages 65-70 ‘Trade and 
Markets’ 
http://www.unep.org/dewa/agassessment/reports/I
AASTD/EN/Agriculture%20at%20a%20Crossroads
_Synthesis%20Report%20(English).pdf 

Online handbook 

World Intellectual Property 
Organisation (WIPO) 
Intellectual Property Handbook: 
Policy, Law and Use 

Covers all aspects of intellectual property (IP), 
including international treaties and conventions, the 
enforcement of IP rights, e-commerce, 
biotechnology, traditional knowledge and copyright 
issues. 

http://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/iprm/ 

Academic paper 

What Tanzania's coffee farmers 
can teach the world: a 
performance-based look at the 
fair trade–free trade debate 

This study examines how two prominent market-
based trade interventions, Fairtrade certification 
and TechnoServe business development, were 
implemented within two coffee producer 
organizations in Tanzania. 

Parrish, B. D., Luzadis, V. A. and Bentley, W. R. 
(2005) What Tanzania's coffee farmers can teach 
the world: a performance-based look at the fair 
trade–free trade debate. Sustainable 
Development, 13: 177–189. doi: 10.1002/sd.276 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sd.276/a
bstract 

Website 
WTO’s Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights (TRIPS) 

Explanation of the WTO Agreement on trade-
related aspects of intellectual property rights 
(TRIPS), later legal instruments, and current policy 
issues. 

http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e
/agrm7_e.htm 
Handbook: 
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/ha
ndbook_wtotripsag12_e.htm 
Current issues: 
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_is
sues_e.htm 

DFID document 
Trade Policy Unit Operational 
Plan 2011-2015 (updated June 
2012) 

The Operational Plan sets out the context, vision 
and priorities of DFID’s Trade Policy Unit, as well 
as the resources needed to deliver the expected 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/67413/tpu-dfid-2011.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-business-innovation-skills
https://www.gov.uk/government/topics/trade-and-investment
https://www.gov.uk/government/topics/trade-and-investment
http://www.bond.org.uk/
http://www.charitycommission.gov.uk/
http://www.unep.org/dewa/agassessment/reports/IAASTD/EN/Agriculture%20at%20a%20Crossroads_Synthesis%20Report%20(English).pdf
http://www.unep.org/dewa/agassessment/reports/IAASTD/EN/Agriculture%20at%20a%20Crossroads_Synthesis%20Report%20(English).pdf
http://www.unep.org/dewa/agassessment/reports/IAASTD/EN/Agriculture%20at%20a%20Crossroads_Synthesis%20Report%20(English).pdf
http://www.wipo.int/about-ip/en/iprm/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sd.276/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/sd.276/abstract
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm7_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif_e/agrm7_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/handbook_wtotripsag12_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/res_e/publications_e/handbook_wtotripsag12_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_issues_e.htm
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/trips_e/trips_issues_e.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67413/tpu-dfid-2011.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67413/tpu-dfid-2011.pdf
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Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

results. 

Online e-learning 
suite (open access) WTO E-Learning 

WTO E-Learning provides online training on 
international trade, the role of the WTO and 
multilateral WTO trade agreements. 

http://etraining.wto.org/default.asp 

Food and nutrition 
security as a policy 

and practical 
objective 

External paper 
International Food Policy 
Research Institute 2012 Global 
Food Policy Report 

Annual review of policy developments in food and 
nutrition security.  It examines key challenges and 
opportunities, shares new evidence and knowledge, 
and highlights emerging issues. 

http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/g
fpr2012.pdf 

External paper The 2013 Lancet Series on 
Child and Maternal Nutrition 

A series of papers evaluating the problems of 
maternal and child under-nutrition and obesity. 

http://www.thelancet.com/series/maternal-and-
child-nutrition 

Online learning 
module (open 

access) 

London School of Hygiene and 
Tropical Medicine 
‘Programming for Nutrition 
Outcomes’ module 

This Master's level module (funded by DFID) 
explores under- nutrition, highlights its multi-
sectoral causes and identifies potential 
programmatic solutions. Includes sessions on 
gender equality & nutrition, and climate change & 
nutrition. 

http://ble.lshtm.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=26 

Website 
Reducing hunger and 
malnutrition in developing 
countries 

UK government website setting out DFID’s policy 
on hunger and malnutrition, including analysis of 
the issue, actions, background and relevant case 
studies (updated June 2013). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-
hunger-and-malnutrition-in-developing-countries  

International climate 
and environmental 

commitments 
Website 

UN Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD) 
UN Convention to Combat 
Diversification (UNCCD) 
Agenda 21 
Kyoto Protocol & Doha 
Amendment 
Cancun Agreements 
Montreal Protocol 
REDD 

The three Rio Conventions on biodiversity, climate 
change and desertification (UNFCC, CBD, UNCCD) 
derived directly from the 1992 Earth Summit - the 
UN Conference on Environment and Development 
(UNCED) held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. 
Agenda 21 is a non-binding, voluntarily 
implemented UN action plan, and is another 
product of the 1992 UNCED. 
The 1997 Kyoto Protocol (followed by Doha 
Amendment in 2012) is an international agreement 
linked to the UNFCC, which sets internationally 
binding targets for reducing emissions.   
The 2010 Cancun Agreements represent the 
largest global effort to reduce emissions, with 
national plans captured formally at international 
level under the banner of the UNFCCC.  
The Montreal Protocol (1989) was designed to 

UNFCCC http://unfccc.int 
CBD www.cbd.int 
UNCCD www.unccd.int  
Agenda 21 
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Defau
lt.asp?documentid=52  
Kyoto Protocol 
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php 
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf 
Doha Amendment 
http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/application/pdf/
kp_doha_amendment_english.pdf 
Cancun Agreements 
http://unfccc.int/key_steps/cancun_agreements/ite
ms/6132.php 
Handbook for the Montreal Protocol 

http://etraining.wto.org/default.asp
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/gfpr2012.pdf
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/gfpr2012.pdf
http://www.thelancet.com/series/maternal-and-child-nutrition
http://www.thelancet.com/series/maternal-and-child-nutrition
http://ble.lshtm.ac.uk/course/view.php?id=26
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-hunger-and-malnutrition-in-developing-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-hunger-and-malnutrition-in-developing-countries
http://unfccc.int/
http://www.cbd.int/
http://www.unccd.int/
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?documentid=52
http://www.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?documentid=52
http://unfccc.int/kyoto_protocol/items/2830.php
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/application/pdf/kp_doha_amendment_english.pdf
http://unfccc.int/files/kyoto_protocol/application/pdf/kp_doha_amendment_english.pdf
http://unfccc.int/key_steps/cancun_agreements/items/6132.php
http://unfccc.int/key_steps/cancun_agreements/items/6132.php
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Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

reduce the emission of substances that deplete the 
ozone layer. 
REDD is the UN programme on Reducing 
Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation in Developing Countries. 

http://ozone.unep.org/Publications/MP_Handbook/
MP-Handbook-2012.pdf 
REDD  
www.un-redd.org 

Climate science & 
understanding 

impact of climate 
change on (rural-
based) livelihoods 

External paper 

Inter-governmental Panel on 
Climate Change, Summary for 
Policymakers, Climate Change 
2007: Working Group I: The 
Physical Science Basis 

The IPCC Working Group’s contribution to the 
IPCC Fourth Assessment Report describes 
progress in understanding the human and natural 
drivers of climate change, observed climate 
change, climate processes and attribution, and 
estimates of projected future climate change. It 
builds upon past IPCC assessments and 
incorporates findings from the past six years of 
research. 

IPCC (2007) The Physical Science Basis. 
Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth 
Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change [Solomon, S., D. Qin, M. 
Manning, Z. Chen, M. Marquis, K.B. Averyt, 
M.Tignor and H.L. Miller (eds.)]. Cambridge 
University Press, UK.  
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/
en/spm.html 

Academic paper 
The impact of climate change 
on smallholder and subsistence 
agriculture 

Discusses the difficulty of modelling and predicting 
the impacts of climate change on subsistence and 
smallholder farmers and proposes a conceptual 
framework for understanding the diverse impacts in 
an integrated manner. 

Morton, J. F. (2007) The impact of climate change 
on smallholder and subsistence agriculture. 
Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences, 
104(50), 19680-19685 
http://www.pnas.org/content/104/50/19680.full.pdf
+html 

Academic paper 

The impact of droughts and 
floods on food security and 
policy options to alleviate 
negative effects 

This article introduces an analytical framework for 
understanding the impacts of droughts and floods 
on rural livelihoods, based on Sen’s ‘entitlement 
approach’, and applies the framework to food crises 
in Malawi. 

Devereux, S. (2007) The impact of droughts and 
floods on food security and policy options to 
alleviate negative effects. Agricultural Economics, 
37(s1), 47-58. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1574-
0862.2007.00234.x/abstract   

Academic paper 

How resilient are labour 
markets to natural disasters?  
The case of the 1998 
Bangladesh flood 

Evaluation of how the 1998 flood affected wages in 
Bangladesh.  Found that agricultural workers who 
moved towards non-agricultural employment to 
cope benefitted through a lower percentage 
reduction in short-term wages. 

Mueller, V., & Quisumbing, A. (2011) How resilient 
are labour markets to natural disasters? The case 
of the 1998 Bangladesh Flood. Journal of 
Development Studies, 47(12), 1954-1971. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220
388.2011.579113 

Distance learning 
course 

Climate change & 
Development, Distance 
Learning for Development 
(DL4D) 

This SOAS CEDEP course provides a multi-
disciplinary understanding of climate change 
processes, their interactions with development and 
implications for policies, economies and livelihoods. 
Course is 240 hours over 35 weeks and costs 
£960. 

http://www.dl4d.ac.uk/course/climate-change-and-
development_102.html 
 

http://ozone.unep.org/Publications/MP_Handbook/MP-Handbook-2012.pdf
http://ozone.unep.org/Publications/MP_Handbook/MP-Handbook-2012.pdf
http://www.un-redd.org/
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/spm.html
http://www.ipcc.ch/publications_and_data/ar4/wg1/en/spm.html
http://www.pnas.org/content/104/50/19680.full.pdf+html
http://www.pnas.org/content/104/50/19680.full.pdf+html
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2007.00234.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1574-0862.2007.00234.x/abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220388.2011.579113
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220388.2011.579113
http://www.dl4d.ac.uk/course/climate-change-and-development_102.html
http://www.dl4d.ac.uk/course/climate-change-and-development_102.html
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Website Reducing the impact of climate 
change in developing countries 

UK government website with overview of DFID 
policy on this topic, including analysis of the issues, 
actions, background and relevant case studies 
(published in March 2013). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-
the-impact-of-climate-change-in-developing-
countries  

Poverty reduction 
strategies and how 
they impact on, for 

example, the 
agricultural sector, 
food and nutrition 

security  

External paper 

2005 Review of the Poverty 
Reduction Strategy Approach: 
Balancing Accountabilities and 
Scaling Up Results 

Joint World Bank/IMF review.  The 2005 review 
encouraged continued support for a country-based 
development model, recognising that this requires 
medium to long-term commitment to institutional 
changes and capacity building - including efforts to 
strengthen governance and accountability. 

World Bank/IMF (2005) ‘2005 Review of the 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Approach: Balancing 
Accountabilities and Scaling Up Results’ 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPRS1/Reso
urces/PRSP-Review/2005_Review_Final.pdf 

DFID policy paper 
Partnerships for poverty 
reduction: rethinking 
conditionality 

A 2005 DFID/FCO/HMT paper setting out the UK 
Government’s position on effective aid 
partnerships.  It outlines the principles for building 
partnerships. It explores the relationship that 
donors should have with the policy-making process 
in developing countries. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partn
erships-for-poverty-reduction-rethinking-
conditionality  

External paper 
Missing links in the politics of 
development: Learning from the 
PRSP experiment 

This paper critically addresses questions over the 
feasibility of ‘engineering’ commitment to poverty 
reduction and explores how development 
cooperation could do better within the PRSP 
framework. 

Booth, D. (2005) Missing links in the politics of 
development: Learning from the PRSP 
experiment. Overseas Development Institute 
(ODI). 
Booth PRSP paper  

Academic paper 
Rural Livelihoods and Poverty 
Reduction Strategies in four 
African countries 

This paper compares and contrasts rural livelihoods 
in Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania and Malawi, with a 
view to informing rural poverty reduction policies 
within PRSPs. Also addresses decentralisation, 
linking macro-level policy to micro-level 
circumstances. 

Ellis, F. and Freeman, HA (2004) Rural Livelihoods 
and Poverty Reduction Strategies in four African 
countries, The Journal of Development Studies, 
Volume 40, Issue 4, 2004.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00220380410001673175 

Governance as a key 
factor in securing 
sustainable and 

resilient livelihoods 
and in securing 

effective 
development 

Book 
Why Nations Fail: The Origins 
of Power, Prosperity and 
Poverty 

Drawing on historical and contemporary examples, 
this book concludes that institutions are critical for 
building prosperity and virtuous circles of 
innovation, expansion and peace. 

Acemoglu, D., & Robinson, J. (2012) Why Nations 
Fail: the Origins of Power, Prosperity, and Poverty. 
Random House Digital, Inc.. ISBN 0307719219 

Book 

The Bottom Billion: Why the 
Poorest Countries Are Failing 
And What Can Be Done About 
It 

Explores governance issues and poverty traps such 
as: the conflict trap, the natural resource trap, being 
landlocked with bad neighbours and weak 
governance in small countries. 

Collier, P. (2008) The Bottom Billion: Why the 
Poorest Countries Are Failing And What Can Be 
Done About It. Oxford University Press. ISBN 
0195373383 

https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-the-impact-of-climate-change-in-developing-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-the-impact-of-climate-change-in-developing-countries
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/reducing-the-impact-of-climate-change-in-developing-countries
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPRS1/Resources/PRSP-Review/2005_Review_Final.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPRS1/Resources/PRSP-Review/2005_Review_Final.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnerships-for-poverty-reduction-rethinking-conditionality
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnerships-for-poverty-reduction-rethinking-conditionality
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/partnerships-for-poverty-reduction-rethinking-conditionality
http://dspace.cigilibrary.org/jspui/bitstream/123456789/22994/1/Missing%20Links%20in%20the%20Politics%20of%20Development%20Learning%20from%20the%20PRSP%20Experiment%202005.pdf?1
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00220380410001673175
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outcomes 

External paper Understanding Governance: 
Pathways to Sustainability 

This IDS paper addresses governance issues in 
dynamic social, technological and environmental 
systems, and their implications for sustainability 
and social justice. Drawing on a review of literature 
on political systems, the paper identifies a number 
of key challenges and responses. 

Leach, M., Bloom, G., Ely, A., Nightingale, P., 
Scoones, I., Shah, E. and Smith, A. (2007) 
‘Understanding Governance: Pathways to 
Sustainability’, STEPS Working Paper 2, Brighton: 
STEPS Centre 
http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/governance.pdf 

External paper A Policymaker’s Guide to Dutch 
Disease 

Aimed at policy-makers, this paper tackles the 
issue of Dutch Disease - the theory that aid flows 
will lead to an appreciation of the real exchange 
rate which can slow the growth of a country’s 
exports and harm a country’s long-term growth 
prospects. 

Barder, O. (2006) A Policymaker’s Guide to Dutch 
Disease, Center for Global Development, Working 
Paper 91, July 2006 
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0708/
doc14813.pdf 

DFID PLOW 
Learning Resource 

Professional Development for 
Livelihoods Advisers (PLOW) 
Core Technical Briefing 
Competence Briefing Notes: 
Natural Resource Governance 

This PLOW briefing note discusses the political 
economy of natural resource use, the implications 
of good and bad resource governance on 
livelihoods, and governance in the forestry, 
fisheries and non-renewable sectors. This resource 
was produced by the Programme of Advisory and 
Support Services (PASS) in partnership with the 
Institute of Development Studies (IDS). PASS was 
a Resource Centre that closed in 2007. 

Ireland, C.; Brown, T.; Hudson, J.; Hobbs, J.; 
MacPherson, N. (2005) PLOW learning resource: 
‘Natural Resource Governance Briefing Note’, 
Programme of Advisory and Support Services 
(PASS), Hemel Hempstead, UK 
Available on DFID Intranet – Livelihoods Cadre 
site and on CEIL PEAKS Evidence on Demand 
website 
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-
learning-resource-Natural-resource-
governance.aspx 

Book (chapter) 
Doing Institutional Analysis: 
Digging Deeper than Markets 
and Hierarchies 

This is a chapter from a book on institutional 
economics, which explores the problem of 
understanding institutions due to the complexity 
and diversity of contemporary life. 

Ostrom, E. (2008). Doing institutional analysis: 
Digging deeper than markets and hierarchies. In 
Handbook of new institutional economics (pp. 819-
848). Springer Berlin Heidelberg. 

DFID paper 
Summary Review of DFID’s 
Governance Portfolio 
2004–2009 

This 2011 paper is a retrospective look at how 
DFID has engaged in governance  from 2004 to 
2009 where complete project data is available. The 
purpose of the review was to assess the results of 
DFID’s expenditure in governance, and how DFID 
could better allocate resources to further improve 
value for money in the future. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/67458/governance-
portfolio.pdf  

Website Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative 

The EITI is a global standard that holds a global 
conference every two years and promotes revenue 
transparency and accountability in the extractive 
sector.   

http://eiti.org/ 
EITI case study on Nigeria: 
http://eiti.org/document/case-study-nigeria 

 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/governance.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0708/doc14813.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0708/doc14813.pdf
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-learning-resource-Natural-resource-governance.aspx
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-learning-resource-Natural-resource-governance.aspx
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-learning-resource-Natural-resource-governance.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67458/governance-portfolio.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67458/governance-portfolio.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67458/governance-portfolio.pdf
http://eiti.org/
http://eiti.org/document/case-study-nigeria
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History, impact and 
degree of success of 

rural development 
interventions 

(including 
participation, 

agricultural services 
reform, land policy, 
food and nutrition 

security, and 
diversification) in 
meeting the needs 

of the poor 

Topic Guide EoD Topic Guide: Agriculture 
and Growth 

This Topic Guide outlines the propositions and 
empirical evidence in support of growth based on 
small-farm agriculture. It also makes essential links 
between ideas about pro-poor growth and livelihood 
concepts applied at more local levels. 

Ellis, F. (2013) Topic Guide: Agriculture and 
growth. Evidence on Demand, UK  
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/topic-guide-
agriculture-and-growth 

Academic paper Sustainable intensification in 
African agriculture 

Analysis of 40 programmes in 20 countries where 
sustainable intensification has been developed 
during the 1990s–2000s. The cases include 
agroforestry, soil conservation, conservation 
agriculture, pest management, horticulture and 
livestock. 

Pretty, J., Toulmin, C., & Williams, S. (2011) 
Sustainable intensification in African agriculture. 
International journal of agricultural sustainability, 
9(1), 5-24. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.3763/ijas.20
10.0583  

Academic paper 
Land Tenure and Food 
Security: Exploring Dynamic 
Linkages 

After a brief review of the concepts of land tenure 
and food security, this article combines both issues 
in a framework that recognises the link between 
access to food and ability to maintain sufficient 
resources to meet long-term needs. 

Maxwell, D., & Wiebe, K. (1999) Land tenure and 
food security: Exploring dynamic linkages. 
Development and Change, 30(4), 825-849. 
http://landportal.info/sites/default/files/land_tenure_
and_food_security_exploring_dynamic_linkages.p
df  

Academic paper Household strategies and rural 
livelihood diversification 

This article reviews literature on diversification as a 
livelihood strategy of rural households in developing 
countries, with particular reference to sub‐Saharan 
Africa. It also examines the determinants and 
effects of diversification in the areas of poverty, 
income distribution, farm output and gender.   

Ellis, F. (1998) Household strategies and rural 
livelihood diversification. The Journal of 
Development Studies, 35(1), 1-38 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220
389808422553  

For food and nutrition security – see resources in (1) above.  For history and impact of land policies, see forthcoming EoD Land Topic Guide. 

Impact of public 
sector reforms (e.g. 

decentralisation, 
privatisation) on 

livelihoods of men 
and women 

Topic Guide Topic Guide on Decentralisation 
and Local Government 

This Commonwealth Secretariat/GSDRC 
publication presents current debates on the impact 
of decentralisation and local government on poverty 
reduction, service delivery and conflict as well as 
providing links to relevant research and case 
studies. Provides practical guidance for designing, 
implementing and evaluating decentralisation 
reforms.  

Commonwealth Secretariat (2011) Topic Guide on 
Decentralisation and Local Government 
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/DecLocGov2011.p
df   

Book 
Decentralisation in Africa: A 
Pathway Out of Poverty and 
Conflict? 

This is a collection of articles examining donor-
driven decentralisation. It addresses issues of 
poverty reduction in Uganda, Ghana, Malawi, 
Tanzania and conflict management in Namibia, 

Crawford, G., & Hartmann, C. (Eds.) (2008) 
Decentralisation in Africa: A Pathway Out of 
Poverty and Conflict?. Amsterdam University 
Press.   

http://www.evidenceondemand.info/topic-guide-agriculture-and-growth
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/topic-guide-agriculture-and-growth
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.3763/ijas.2010.0583
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.3763/ijas.2010.0583
http://landportal.info/sites/default/files/land_tenure_and_food_security_exploring_dynamic_linkages.pdf
http://landportal.info/sites/default/files/land_tenure_and_food_security_exploring_dynamic_linkages.pdf
http://landportal.info/sites/default/files/land_tenure_and_food_security_exploring_dynamic_linkages.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220389808422553
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220389808422553
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/DecLocGov2011.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/DecLocGov2011.pdf
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South Africa, Uganda, and Rwanda.  It also 
identifies conceptual weaknesses and problems of 
implementation. 

ISBN: 9789053569344 
Google Books Preview 

Academic paper 
Privatisation in Developing 
Countries: A Review of the 
Evidence & the Policy Lessons 

This article reviews the main empirical evidence on 
the impact of privatisation in developing economies.  
Suggests that privatisation needs to be 
complemented by policies that promote competition 
and effective state regulation, and also integrated 
into a process of structural reform. 

Parker, D., & Kirkpatrick, C. (2005) Privatisation in 
developing countries: A review of the evidence and 
the policy lessons. Journal of Development 
Studies, 41(4), 513-541. 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220
380500092499  

Impact of agriculture 
on poverty 

reduction, FNS  and 
its differing impact 
on men and women 

See above and forthcoming EoD Topic Guides on climate change and agriculture, and agricultural productivity.  EoD is also currently preparing an e-
learning module on empowering women. 

DFID policy paper 
Growth and poverty reduction: 
the role of agriculture 

A 2005 DFID publication explaining DFID’s 
approach to the agricultural sector, based on the 
premise that agriculture’s importance to poverty 
reduction goes far beyond its direct impact on 
farmers’ incomes. 

http://dfid-agriculture-
consultation.nri.org/launchpapers/roleofagriculture.
pdf  

External paper 

Gender, Assets, and 
Agricultural Development 
Programs: A Conceptual 
Framework 

This CGIAR CAPRi working paper explores the 
potential linkages between gender, assets and 
agricultural development projects and is aimed at a 
better understanding of how agricultural 
development interventions are likely to impact 
(positively or negatively) the gendered distribution 
of assets. 

Meinzen-Dick, R. et al. (2011) Gender, Assets, and 
Agricultural Development Programs: A Conceptual 
Framework. CAPRi Working Paper No. 99. 
Washington, D.C.: International Food Policy 
Research Institute.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.2499/CAPRiWP99 

External paper 

Reducing the Gender Gap in 
Agricultural Extension & 
Advisory Services: How to Find 
the Best Fit for Men and 
Women Farmers 

This is a USAID discussion paper aimed at 
practitioners,  addressing the concept of gender in 
agricultural extension and advisory services. It 
explores the significance of gender relations for the 
design, operation, and monitoring of agricultural 
extension and advisory services. 

Manfre, C., Rubin, D., Allen, A., Summerfield, G., 
Colverson, K., & Akeredolu, M. (2013) Reducing 
the gender gap in agricultural extension and 
advisory services, Modernizing Extension and 
Advisory Services, USAID 
http://www.culturalpractice.com/site/wp-
content/uploads/2013/04/3-2012-39.pdf 

The role of the 
private sector in 
development and 
growth and the 

External paper 
A Synthesis of the Making 
Markets Work for the Poor 
(M4P) Approach 

This M4P synthesis paper is a guidance document 
explaining the essence of the M4P approach – its 
rationale, including evidence of impact, and key 
features in the implementation of M4P. 

The Springfield Centre (2008) A Synthesis of the 
Making Markets Work for the Poor (M4P) 
Approach 
http://www.sdc-employment-
income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_th

http://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=zxcdRP2WE4AC&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=impact+of+decentralisation+on+poverty+reduction&ots=x-WxD5X_A_&sig=aWxbQmEZ5TJCpOlUQf1r21Pir8w%23v=onepage&q=impact%20of%20decentralisation%20on%20poverty%20reduction&f=false
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220380500092499
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00220380500092499
http://dfid-agriculture-consultation.nri.org/launchpapers/roleofagriculture.pdf
http://dfid-agriculture-consultation.nri.org/launchpapers/roleofagriculture.pdf
http://dfid-agriculture-consultation.nri.org/launchpapers/roleofagriculture.pdf
http://dx.doi.org/10.2499/CAPRiWP99
http://www.culturalpractice.com/site/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/3-2012-39.pdf
http://www.culturalpractice.com/site/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/3-2012-39.pdf
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
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enabling 
environment for 

private sector trade 
/making markets 
work for the poor 

e_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1 
Other M4P approaches: 
SDC Resources on M4P 

See forthcoming EoD Private Sector Topic Guide. 

The importance of 
technology to 

growth (especially 
agricultural 

technology but also 
opportunities for 

applications of new 
communications 
and low carbon 

technologies in rural 
areas) and possible 
trade-offs with FNS 

and poverty 
reduction 

Sourcebook 

ICT in Agriculture Sourcebook: 
Connecting Smallholders to 
Knowledge, Networks, and 
Institutions 

This World Bank Sourcebook provides practitioners 
with lessons learned, guiding principles, and 
hundreds of case studies on applying information 
and communication technologies to agriculture. 
Fifteen modules touch on multiple sub-fields, 
including gender, forest governance and farmers’ 
organisations.   

http://www.ictinagriculture.org/content/ict-
agriculture-sourcebook 

Academic paper 

The compatibility of rural 
electrification and promotion of 
low-carbon technologies 
in developing countries - the 
case of Solar PV for Sub-
Saharan Africa 

Using solar photovoltaic (PV) in Sub-Saharan Africa 
as a case, this paper explores the extent to which 
the objectives of increased access to electricity in 
rural areas is compatible with low-carbon 
technologies. 

Nygaard, I. (2009) The compatibility of rural 
electrification and promotion of low-carbon 
technologies in developing countries-the case of 
Solar PV for Sub-Saharan Africa. European 
Review of Energy Markets, 3(2), 125-158. 
http://www.eeinstitute.org/european-review-of-
energy-market/EREM_8-_Article_Nygaard.pdf 

Website DFID Research For 
Development (R4D) 

Includes resources detailing research on 
technologies and ICTs. http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx 

Social and economic 
links between rural 

and urban areas 

Book (chapter) 

Urbanization, poverty and 
inequity: Is rural–urban 
migration a poverty problem, or 
part of the solution? 

This paper discusses urban poverty, socially 
excluded settlements, the contribution of rural-urban 
migration to urban population growth and links 
between urban and rural poverty.   

Tacoli, C., McGranahan, G., & Satterthwaite, D. 
(2008) Urbanization, poverty and inequity: Is rural–
urban migration a poverty problem, or part of the 
solution?  The new global frontier: urbanization, 
poverty and environment in the 21st century, 37-
53.   
Google Books Preview 

Also see section 5 - Dynamics of Change. 

Political economy 
factors including 

power 
Topic Guide (and 

country case studies) 
GSDRC Topic Guide on 
Political Economy Analysis 

This guide references some of the key literature on 
donor approaches to political economy analysis and 
its effectiveness in different contexts. It also 
includes examples of political economy analysis 
and drivers of change country studies.  

Mcloughlin, C. et al. (2009) GSDRC Topic Guide 
on Political Economy Analysis, Governance and 
Social Development Resource Centre, Applied 
Knowledge Services, UoB 
http://gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-
analysis 
Examples and case studies: 
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-

http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/Resources_on_the_M4P_approach?page=2&action=search&searchCategory=4440&searchCategory=4440
http://www.ictinagriculture.org/content/ict-agriculture-sourcebook
http://www.ictinagriculture.org/content/ict-agriculture-sourcebook
http://www.eeinstitute.org/european-review-of-energy-market/EREM_8-_Article_Nygaard.pdf
http://www.eeinstitute.org/european-review-of-energy-market/EREM_8-_Article_Nygaard.pdf
http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/Default.aspx
http://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=PplYMmBwBFEC&oi=fnd&pg=PA37&dq=david+satterthwaite+migration&ots=odW_U1HZIy&sig=TAoy1kk24k-A-NWW_xpkLN92bJI%23v=onepage&q=david%20satterthwaite%20migration&f=false
http://gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-analysis
http://gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-analysis
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-analysis/examples-of-political-economy-analysis
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economy-analysis/examples-of-political-economy-
analysis  

External paper 

From Drivers of Change to the 
Politics of Development: 
Refining the Analytical 
Framework to understand the 
politics of the places where we 
work 

This paper presents a framework for political 
analysis of prospects for development in different 
societies, based on a conceptualization of the 
political system as linked formal and informal 
processes by which decisions are made over 
resources. This framework helps to identify the 
dynamic elements which drive politics. 

Leftwich, A. (2006) From Drivers of Change to the 
Politics of Development: Refining the Analytical 
Framework to understand the politics of the places 
where we work. Notes of Guidance for DfID 
Offices. 
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/doc104.pdf 

Social protection as 
a tool for securing 
livelihoods; cash 

transfers and 
productive safety 

nets 

Topic Guide GSDRC Topic Guide on Social 
Protection 

This GSDRC guide provides a reference for 
policymakers and practitioners. It introduces key 
literature on types of social protection,  design and 
implementation problems, potential for 
mainstreaming development concerns into social 
protection programming, and covers major debates 
in the field. With contributions from ODI, IDS and 
DFID. 

Scott, Z. et al. (2012) GSDRC Topic Guide on 
Social Protection, Governance and Social 
Development Resource Centre, Applied 
Knowledge Services, University of Birmingham 
http://www.gsdrc.org/index.cfm?objectid=48F47E6
9-14C2-620A-27BB39087F780079 
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/SP1.pdf 

External paper 
Regional Evidence Building 
Agenda (REBA) Thematic 
Briefs on Social Transfers  

Series of thematic briefs written by Stephen 
Devereux, Frank Ellis and Philip White as part of 
the REBA initiative. Briefs 1-6 deal with social 
transfer issues such as vulnerability, targeting, 
delivery, coordination, cost-effectiveness and 
markets. Case studies from Lesotho, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia. 

http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/search/apachesol
r_search/reba%20thematic%20brief 
 
http://www.wahenga.net/briefs/thematic  

DFID publication DFID Cash Transfers Literature 
Review 

This April 2011 DFID Policy Division paper provides 
a synthesis of current global evidence on the impact 
of cash transfers in developing countries, and of 
what works in different contexts, or for different 
development objectives. 

http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Articles/cash-transfers-
literature-review.pdf 

External paper 
Holding cash transfers to 
account: beneficiary and 
community perspectives 

This ODI synthesis report presents qualitative 
research findings on beneficiary and community 
perceptions of five unconditional cash transfer 
programmes in the Middle East and North Africa 
region and sub-Saharan Africa.  It explores the 
extent to which objectives address empowerment, 
social justice, social cohesion and citizenship 
alongside economic vulnerability. 

Samuels, F., Jones, N. and Malachowska, A. 
(2013) Holding cash transfers to account: 
beneficiary and community perspectives, ODI, 
April 2013 
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-
assets/publications-opinion-files/8373.pdf 

External paper Transforming Livelihoods for This paper aims to map out the theory of change Sabates-Wheeler, R., & Devereux, S. (2011) 

http://www.gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-analysis/examples-of-political-economy-analysis
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/topic-guides/political-economy-analysis/examples-of-political-economy-analysis
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/doc104.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/index.cfm?objectid=48F47E69-14C2-620A-27BB39087F780079
http://www.gsdrc.org/index.cfm?objectid=48F47E69-14C2-620A-27BB39087F780079
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/SP1.pdf
http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/search/apachesolr_search/reba%20thematic%20brief
http://capacity4dev.ec.europa.eu/search/apachesolr_search/reba%20thematic%20brief
http://www.wahenga.net/briefs/thematic
http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Articles/cash-transfers-literature-review.pdf
http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Articles/cash-transfers-literature-review.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/8373.pdf
http://www.odi.org.uk/sites/odi.org.uk/files/odi-assets/publications-opinion-files/8373.pdf


2. Rural development policy and delivery in a developing country context  
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Resilient Futures: How to 
facilitate graduation in social 
protection programmes 

underpinning the notion of graduation and to set 
out, conceptually and empirically, the range of 
enabling and constraining factors that facilitate or 
undermine this change process. 

Transforming Livelihoods for Resilient Futures: 
How to facilitate graduation in social protection 
programmes. Future Agricultures Working Paper, 
August 2011 
http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Outputs/futureagricultur
e/FAC_Working_Paper_No23.pdf 

Toolkit 
Toolkit on Tackling Error, Fraud 
and Corruption in Social 
Protection Programmes 

World Bank toolkit intended to provide a concise but 
thorough resource for social protection practitioners 
on how to minimise error, fraud and corruption in 
their programmes. 

Van Stolk, C. & Tesliuc, E. D. (2010) Toolkit on 
tackling error, fraud and corruption in social 
protection programmes. The World Bank and Rand 
Europe. 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTE
CTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-
Nets-DP/1002.pdf 
Other World Bank social protection toolkits 
available from: 
World Bank Toolkits 

 
 

http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Outputs/futureagriculture/FAC_Working_Paper_No23.pdf
http://r4d.dfid.gov.uk/PDF/Outputs/futureagriculture/FAC_Working_Paper_No23.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-Nets-DP/1002.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-Nets-DP/1002.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/SOCIALPROTECTION/Resources/SP-Discussion-papers/Safety-Nets-DP/1002.pdf
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTSOCIALPROTECTION/0,,contentMDK:21795024~menuPK:5078967~pagePK:210058~piPK:210062~theSitePK:282637,00.html
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3. Sources of risk and insecurity, their impacts on livelihoods and application to building resilience 
 

 
Technical competency 

theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Climate risk and the 
impact of climate 
shocks on poor 

people’s livelihoods 

Academic paper Climate Change Impacts on 
Global Food Security 

Takes a broad look at how climate change may 
impact on food availability, access and utilisation, 
with particular emphasis on the poorer parts of the 
world. Concludes that a robust and coherent pattern 
of climate change impacts on crop productivity 
exists at the global scale, but the picture is less 
clear at smaller scales. 

Wheeler, T., & von Braun, J. (2013). Climate 
Change Impacts on Global Food Security. 
Science, 341(6145), 508-513. 
DOI: 10.1126/science.1239402 
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6145/508.
short  

Systematic literature 
review 

Climate change and food 
security in Sub-Saharan Africa: 
A systematic literature review 

Review of peer-reviewed literature related to 
climate change and food security. Analysis of the 
literature found consistent predictions of decreased 
crop productivity, land degradation, high market 
prices, negative impacts on livelihoods, and 
increased malnutrition. 

Thompson, H. E., Berrang-Ford, L., & Ford, J. D. 
(2010) Climate change and food security in Sub-
Saharan Africa: A systematic literature review. 
Sustainability, 2(8), 2719-2733. 
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/2/8/2719  

External paper 
Turn down the heat: climate 
extremes, regional impacts, and 
the case for resilience  

This World Bank report focuses on the risks of 
climate change to development in SSA, and South / 
South East Asia.  This scientific analysis examines 
the likely impacts of present day, 2°C and 4°C 
warming on agricultural production, water 
resources, and coastal vulnerability for affected 
populations. 

World Bank (2013) Turn Down the Heat: Climate 
Extremes, Regional Impacts, and the Case for 
Resilience. A report for the World Bank by the 
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact Research 
and Climate Analytics. Washington,DC:World 
Bank. 
World Bank Full Report 

Resource scarcity 

External paper 
Resource Scarcity, Climate 
Change and the Risk of Violent 
Conflict 

This paper provides a brief assessment of how 
natural resource scarcity and global climate change 
may affect the risk of violent conflict in the future. 
The resource scarcity element of the paper is 
primarily focused on resources required to meet 
basic needs such as food, land and water, as 
opposed to high-value commodities associated with 
the ‘resource curse’. 

Evans, A. (2010) Resource Scarcity, Climate 
Change and the Risk of Violent Conflict, World 
Development Report 2011 Background Paper 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTWDR2011/
Resources/6406082-
1283882418764/WDR_Background_Paper_Evans
.pdf 

External paper 

Confronting Scarcity: Managing 
water, energy and land for 
inclusive and sustainable 
growth (Executive Summary of 
The 2011/2012 European 
Report on Development) 

This European Union report examines the 
constraints on water, energy and land,  and the 
inter-relationships between them.  It then considers 
how they can be managed together to promote 
socially inclusive and environmentally sustainable 
growth in developing countries. 

The 2011/2012 European Report on Development, 
Confronting Scarcity: Managing Water, Energy and 
Land for Inclusive and Sustainable Growth, ODI, 
ECDPM, German Development Institute 
(GDI/DIE). © European Union, 2012 
http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS-
Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/(ynDK_contentByKe
y)/MSIN-8DVLAQ/$FILE/European-Report-on-
Development-2011-2012_Summary.pdf  

http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6145/508.short
http://www.sciencemag.org/content/341/6145/508.short
http://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/2/8/2719
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/14000/9781464800559s.pdf?sequence=6
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTWDR2011/Resources/6406082-1283882418764/WDR_Background_Paper_Evans.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTWDR2011/Resources/6406082-1283882418764/WDR_Background_Paper_Evans.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTWDR2011/Resources/6406082-1283882418764/WDR_Background_Paper_Evans.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTWDR2011/Resources/6406082-1283882418764/WDR_Background_Paper_Evans.pdf
http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS-Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/(ynDK_contentByKey)/MSIN-8DVLAQ/$FILE/European-Report-on-Development-2011-2012_Summary.pdf
http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS-Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/(ynDK_contentByKey)/MSIN-8DVLAQ/$FILE/European-Report-on-Development-2011-2012_Summary.pdf
http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS-Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/(ynDK_contentByKey)/MSIN-8DVLAQ/$FILE/European-Report-on-Development-2011-2012_Summary.pdf
http://www.die-gdi.de/CMS-Homepage/openwebcms3.nsf/(ynDK_contentByKey)/MSIN-8DVLAQ/$FILE/European-Report-on-Development-2011-2012_Summary.pdf


3. Sources of risk and insecurity, their impacts on livelihoods and application to building resilience 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

External paper 
Resources, risk and resilience: 
scarcity and climate change in 
Ethiopia 

This report is the first in a series of country-specific 
case studies looking at resource scarcity issues on 
the ground, how governments are responding, and 
what international partners can do to help to build 
resilience to the effects of scarcity.  

Evans, A. (2012) Resources, risk and resilience: 
scarcity and climate change in Ethiopia, Center on 
International Cooperation, New York University  
http://cic.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/evans_security
_ethiopia_2012.pdf  

Political economy 
and the impact of 

elites on access to 
natural resources 

DFID paper 
Political Economy Analysis 
How To Note 

A July 2009 DFID practice paper setting out 
approaches and tools to conduct political economy 
analysis. 

http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/PO58.pdf  

External paper 
Resource scarcity, fair shares 
and development. A 
WWF/Oxfam Discussion Paper 

This discussion paper is intended to contribute to 
the evolving debate on the links between resource 
scarcity and international development, in particular 
by focusing on the issues of equity and ‘fair shares’ 
for poor people and poor countries that arise in the 
context of resource limits and environmental 
boundaries.  

Evans. A., (2011) Resource scarcity, fair shares 
and development. WWF-UK / Oxfam Discussion 
paper. 
http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/wwf_oxfam_sc
arcityfairsharesdev2011.pdf  

Fragile states and 
how to tailor (rural 
based) livelihoods 

work to these 
environments 

GSDRC Helpdesk 
Research Report Livelihoods in fragile contexts 

A response to a donor request in May 2013 to 
identify risks, lessons and best practice in delivering 
livelihoods assistance, with a focus on food security 
at community-level in fragile and volatile 
environments, where government capacity is 
limited. 

http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ942.pdf 

External paper A New Deal for Engagement in 
Fragile States 

This is the international agreement proposed by the 
g7+ group of fragile and conflict-affected states and 
endorsed at the Busan High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in November 2011.  

http://www.newdeal4peace.org/wp-
content/themes/newdeal/docs/new-deal-for-
engagement-in-fragile-states-en.pdf 

Conflict (particularly 
resource-based) 

outcomes 
Topic Guide GSDRC Topic Guide on 

Conflict 

This topic guide was written in December 2009 
(updated 2012) with contributions from Graduate 
Institute of International Relations, Institute for 
Security Studies and DFID.  Covers: understanding, 
preventing and managing violent conflict; living in 
conflict-affected areas; state building and peace 
building.   

http://www.gsdrc.org/go/conflict 

Predictable hunger, 
food and nutrition 

insecurity and crop 
failure and 

External paper Enhancing Resilience to Food 
Security Shocks in Africa  

This USAID discussion paper provides a conceptual 
framework and prospective methodology for 
assessing resilience and measuring the outcomes 
of programmes aimed at enhancing resilience in 
various contexts. 

Food Security and Nutrition (FSN) Network (2012) 
 
http://www.fsnnetwork.org/sites/default/files/discus
sion_paper_usaid_dfid_wb_nov._8_2012.pdf  

http://cic.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/evans_security_ethiopia_2012.pdf
http://cic.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/evans_security_ethiopia_2012.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/PO58.pdf
http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/wwf_oxfam_scarcityfairsharesdev2011.pdf
http://assets.wwf.org.uk/downloads/wwf_oxfam_scarcityfairsharesdev2011.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ942.pdf
http://www.newdeal4peace.org/wp-content/themes/newdeal/docs/new-deal-for-engagement-in-fragile-states-en.pdf
http://www.newdeal4peace.org/wp-content/themes/newdeal/docs/new-deal-for-engagement-in-fragile-states-en.pdf
http://www.newdeal4peace.org/wp-content/themes/newdeal/docs/new-deal-for-engagement-in-fragile-states-en.pdf
http://www.gsdrc.org/go/conflict
http://www.fsnnetwork.org/sites/default/files/discussion_paper_usaid_dfid_wb_nov._8_2012.pdf
http://www.fsnnetwork.org/sites/default/files/discussion_paper_usaid_dfid_wb_nov._8_2012.pdf
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Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

interventions that 
impact on nutritional 

outcomes 

Academic paper 

Cash transfers and high food 
prices: explaining outcomes on 
Ethiopia’s Productive Safety 
Net Programme (PSNP) 

This paper aims to shed light on the debate over 
the relative efficacy of cash transfers versus food 
aid, drawing on evidence from Ethiopia’s PSNP. 
The data is from a two-wave panel survey 
conducted in 2006 and 2008. The findings indicate 
that food transfers or ‘cash plus food’ packages are 
superior to cash transfers alone, in the Ethiopian 
context of high inflation. 

Sabates-Wheeler, R., & Devereux, S. (2010) Cash 
transfers and high food prices: explaining 
outcomes on Ethiopia’s productive safety net 
programme. Food Policy, 35(4), 274-285. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2010.01.001  
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/hand
le/123456789/2344/FAC_Working_Paper_004.pdf
?sequence=1 

Insecurity of tenure 
in a variety of 

natural resource 
areas (e.g. land, 

forestry, fisheries, 
water) 

External paper 
Improving the governance of 
tenure of land, fisheries and 
forests 

This is the third in a series of four FAO papers on 
the Voluntary Guidelines on the Governance of 
Tenure. The Guidelines provide a framework that 
can be applied equally to land tenure, fisheries 
tenure and forest tenure. 

FAO (2012) 
http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/land-tenure-
journal/index.php/LTJ/article/view/50/90 

External paper Literature review of property 
rights and development 

Series of ODI papers from 2013, covering property 
rights and economic growth, social, political and 
economic empowerment, water rights and rural 
household welfare. 

http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7694-literature-
review-property-rights-development  

External paper 
Land tenure and administration 
in Africa: lessons of experience 
and emerging issues 

This IIED study reviews the main features of land 
policy and legislation in sub-Saharan Africa, and 
identifies emerging land tenure issues in the 
continent. The study draws lessons from recent 
experience in: land tenure reform; land 
redistribution; decentralised land management; land 
conflict; protecting the land rights of vulnerable 
groups; land and rural-urban links; land and broader 
development policies and programmes. 

Cotula, L., Toulmin, C., & Hesse, C. (2004) Land 
tenure and administration in Africa: lessons of 
experience and emerging issues. London: 
International Institute for Environment and 
Development. 
http://www.wri.org/property-rights-
africa/wriTest_Mali/lessons/lesson2/documents/La
ndTenureandAdministration(Cotula).pdf 
Further IIED reports available from: 
http://pubs.iied.org/12529IIED.html  

Academic paper 
Forest tenure reform in the age 
of climate change: Lessons for 
REDD+ 

This article examines two specific issues that 
present risks for local communities: rights to forests 
and rules for resource use. It draws on the findings 
of a study conducted by CIFOR on forest tenure 
reforms in selected countries from 2006 to 2008. 

Larson, A. M. (2011) Forest tenure reform in the 
age of climate change: Lessons for REDD+. 
Global Environmental Change, 21(2), 540-549. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2010.11.008  

External paper 

From Exclusion to Ownership? 
Challenges and Opportunities in 
Advancing Forest Tenure 
Reform 

This report focuses on the challenges associated 
with recognising forest land access and ownership 
of local people and provides recommendations on 
how the forest tenure reform process can be carried 
forward. 

Sunderlin, W. D., Hatcher, J., & Liddle, M. (2008) 
From exclusion to ownership? Challenges and 
opportunities in advancing forest tenure reform. 
Rights & Resources Initiative. 
http://www.rightsandresources.org/documents/inde

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2010.01.001
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2344/FAC_Working_Paper_004.pdf?sequence=1
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2344/FAC_Working_Paper_004.pdf?sequence=1
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/2344/FAC_Working_Paper_004.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/land-tenure-journal/index.php/LTJ/article/view/50/90
http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/land-tenure-journal/index.php/LTJ/article/view/50/90
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7694-literature-review-property-rights-development
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7694-literature-review-property-rights-development
http://www.wri.org/property-rights-africa/wriTest_Mali/lessons/lesson2/documents/LandTenureandAdministration(Cotula).pdf
http://www.wri.org/property-rights-africa/wriTest_Mali/lessons/lesson2/documents/LandTenureandAdministration(Cotula).pdf
http://www.wri.org/property-rights-africa/wriTest_Mali/lessons/lesson2/documents/LandTenureandAdministration(Cotula).pdf
http://pubs.iied.org/12529IIED.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2010.11.008
http://www.rightsandresources.org/documents/index.php?pubID=736
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x.php?pubID=736  

Book Women’s Land Rights and 
Privatization in Eastern Africa 

Covers the broader policy context followed by case 
studies on the challenges of securing land rights for 
women in Eastern Africa (Kenya, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Rwanda). 

Englert, B., & Daley, E. (Eds.). (2008) Women's 
Land Rights and Privatization in Eastern Africa. 
Boydell & Brewer Ltd. 

Website 
FAO Gender and Land Rights 
Database/FAO Technical Guide 
on gender equitable tenure 

Contains country-level information on legal 
frameworks, customary laws, CSOs and land-
related statistics. The guide is a tool to promote 
gender-equitable land tenure governance. 

http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/en/ Also see: 
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/landright/
docs/Technical_Guide.pdf  

Gender-based risks 
and opportunities to 

empower women 
and girls in rural 

(and urban) based 
contexts 

DFID paper The Strategic Vision for Girls 
and Women: One Year On 

A 2012 review of progress on the pillars of DFID’s 
2011 Strategic Vision for Girls and Women 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/67331/StrategicVision-
OneYearOn.pdf  

E-learning UNESCO Gender Equality 
eLearning Programme 

This eLearning programme contains seven modules 
with core content and links to relevant further 
reading.  Modules include: ‘Gender Responsive 
Budgeting and Results Based Management’, 
‘Mainstreaming Gender in Daily Tasks’. 

http://www.unesco.org/new/index.php?id=34592 

Sourcebook Gender in Agriculture 
Sourcebook 

This Sourcebook is comprised of sixteen online 
modules and is the outcome of collaborative  efforts 
by the World Bank, FAO, and IFAD. It is aimed as a 
guide for practitioners in addressing gender issues 
and integrating gender-responsive actions. 

http://worldbank.org/genderinag 

Reference list 
Key reference material for 
social & gender issues linked to 
tackling deforestation 

This reference list has been collated as part of a 
helpdesk enquiry that was undertaken to peer 
review social and gender issues in a business case 
relating to forests and climate change. Includes 
references for topics such as gender participation 
and empowerment. 

Selby, S. (2013) Key reference material for social 
& gender issues linked to tackling deforestation. 
Evidence on Demand, UK. DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_hd044.Mar2013.sel
by 
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/key-reference-
material-for-social-and-gender-issues-linked-to-
tackling-deforestation  

Website 
Eldis Interactions 
Empowerment of Women and 
Girls 

Up to date information on collaborative research (in 
12 countries, 2012-2016) by IDS and global 
partners on three gender-related themes: organised 
activism against gender violence, the health of 
women and girls in low income urban settings and 
the visibility of unpaid care work in public policy.  

http://interactions.eldis.org/  

http://www.rightsandresources.org/documents/index.php?pubID=736
http://www.fao.org/gender/landrights/en/
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/landright/docs/Technical_Guide.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/landright/docs/Technical_Guide.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67331/StrategicVision-OneYearOn.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67331/StrategicVision-OneYearOn.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/67331/StrategicVision-OneYearOn.pdf
http://www.unesco.org/new/index.php?id=34592
http://worldbank.org/genderinag
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_hd044.Mar2013.selby
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_hd044.Mar2013.selby
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/key-reference-material-for-social-and-gender-issues-linked-to-tackling-deforestation
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/key-reference-material-for-social-and-gender-issues-linked-to-tackling-deforestation
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/key-reference-material-for-social-and-gender-issues-linked-to-tackling-deforestation
http://interactions.eldis.org/
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HIV/Aids and other 
health risks to 

livelihoods 
Literature review 

Social protection and HIV: 
global literature review: Access 
to social protection and its 
impact on people living with and 
affected by HIV and their 
households 

This global literature review of social protection and 
HIV is the first component of the International 
Labour Organization's research on access to, and 
effects of, social protection policies and 
programmes on male and female workers affected 
by HIV and AIDS.  Undertaken by ODI. 

McCord, A. and Himmelstine, C.L. (2013) Social 
Protection and HIV global literature review - 
Access to social protection and its impact on 
people living with and affected by HIV and their 
households International Labour Office, Geneva, 
2013 
Social Protection & HIV Literature Review  

Global food systems 
and food price 

shocks and related 
needs to adapt 

livelihoods 
programming to 

cushion increasing 
volatility 

External paper 

Impact of the Common 
Agricultural Policy on food price 
volatility for developing 
countries 

This paper analyses the effects of the CAP in 
developing countries and finds that existing 
protectionist measures may continue to exacerbate 
price volatility at world level. 

Cantore, N. (2012) Impact of the Common 
Agricultural Policy on food price volatility for 
developing countries, ODI 
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/6944-impact-
common-agricultural-policy-food-price-volatility-
developing-countries  

External paper Squeezed: Life in a Time of 
Food Price Volatility 

This IDS/Oxfam Joint Agency Report provides 
some insights into the impact of food price rises on 
livelihoods, wellbeing and development, based on 
the results of a four-year study conducted across 10 
low and middle income countries with different 
levels of exposure to price rises. 

Hossain, N., King, R., & Kelbert, A. (2013) 
Squeezed: Life in a Time of Food Price Volatility, 
Year 1 results, IDS/Oxfam  
http://newdemo.openrepository.com/newdemo/bits
tream/2384/295316/1/rr-squeezed-food-price-
volatility-year-one-230513-en.pdf 

External paper 

Asia Agrifood System’s 5 
Linked Transformations: 
Implications for Agricultural 
Research and Development 
Strategies 

This paper focuses on emerging evidence from 
surveys and broad trend information of five 
interrelated transformations in South Asia. These 
are: (1) urbanization; (2) diet change; (3) food 
market transformation, (4) rural factor market 
transformation, (5) agricultural technology and farm 
scale (land size) change. 

Reardon, T. (2013) Asia Agrifood System’s 5 
Linked Transformations: Implications for 
Agricultural Research and Development 
Strategies, Independent Science and Partnership 
Council, CGIAR 
http://www.sciencecouncil.cgiar.org/fileadmin/temp
lates/ispc/documents/Strategy_and_Trends/2013/
Foresight.Reardon.Asia_Agrifood.March2013.pdf  

The links between 
different risks and 
the vulnerability of 

different social 
groups, both rural 

and urban 

Academic paper Risk, Poverty and Vulnerability 
in Africa 

Discusses links between recurrent drought, health 
risks, pests, commodity price shocks, conflict and 
other sources of risk requiring effective responses 
from policy makers/households. 

Dercon, S. (2005) Risk, poverty and vulnerability in 
Africa. Journal of African Economies, 14(4), 483-
488. DOI: 10.1093/jae/eji023 
http://jae.oxfordjournals.org/content/14/4/483.extra
ct  

Academic paper Conceptualizing Chronic 
Poverty 

This paper explores the concepts of poverty, 
vulnerability and poverty dynamics.  It reviews who 
is chronically poor,  why they stay poor and policies 
to reduce chronic poverty. 

Hulme, D., & Shepherd, A. (2003) Conceptualizing 
chronic poverty. World Development, 31(3), 403-
423. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(02)00222-X  

http://www.academia.edu/3657515/Social_protection_and_HIV_global_literature_review_access_to_social_protection_and_its_effects_on_people_living_with_and_affected_by_HIV_and_their_households._Project_Report._Overseas_Development_Institute_and_International_Labor_Organization_London_UK
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/6944-impact-common-agricultural-policy-food-price-volatility-developing-countries
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/6944-impact-common-agricultural-policy-food-price-volatility-developing-countries
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/6944-impact-common-agricultural-policy-food-price-volatility-developing-countries
http://newdemo.openrepository.com/newdemo/bitstream/2384/295316/1/rr-squeezed-food-price-volatility-year-one-230513-en.pdf
http://newdemo.openrepository.com/newdemo/bitstream/2384/295316/1/rr-squeezed-food-price-volatility-year-one-230513-en.pdf
http://newdemo.openrepository.com/newdemo/bitstream/2384/295316/1/rr-squeezed-food-price-volatility-year-one-230513-en.pdf
http://www.sciencecouncil.cgiar.org/fileadmin/templates/ispc/documents/Strategy_and_Trends/2013/Foresight.Reardon.Asia_Agrifood.March2013.pdf
http://www.sciencecouncil.cgiar.org/fileadmin/templates/ispc/documents/Strategy_and_Trends/2013/Foresight.Reardon.Asia_Agrifood.March2013.pdf
http://www.sciencecouncil.cgiar.org/fileadmin/templates/ispc/documents/Strategy_and_Trends/2013/Foresight.Reardon.Asia_Agrifood.March2013.pdf
http://jae.oxfordjournals.org/content/14/4/483.extract
http://jae.oxfordjournals.org/content/14/4/483.extract
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(02)00222-X


3. Sources of risk and insecurity, their impacts on livelihoods and application to building resilience 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Academic paper 
The asset vulnerability 
framework: Reassessing urban 
poverty reduction strategies 

This paper categorises the assets of the urban poor 
in terms of tangible assets (such as labour and 
human capital) less familiar productive assets (such 
as housing) and intangible assets (such as 
household relations and social capital). 

Moser, C. O. (1998) The asset vulnerability 
framework: reassessing urban poverty reduction 
strategies. World Development, 26(1), 1-19. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/S0305-750X(97)10015-8  
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4. Natural resource based livelihoods 
 

 
Technical competency 

theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Understanding of 
and experience of 
applying relevant 

key tools and 
methodologies 
including the 
Livelihoods 

Framework, Making 
Markets Work for 
the Poor, Disaster 
Risk Reduction, 
Climate Change 

Adaptation, 
Environmental 

Impact Analysis, 
Poverty and Social 
Impact Analysis, 

methods for valuing 
natural capital, etc. 

External paper 
Sustainable Rural Livelihoods: 
Practical Concepts for the 21st 
Century 

IDS paper on sustainable livelihoods from the 
1990s. 

Chambers, R., & Conway, G. (1992) Sustainable 
rural livelihoods: practical concepts for the 21st 
century. Institute of Development Studies (UK). 
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/hand
le/123456789/775/Dp296.pdf?sequence=1 
See also: Scoones, I. (1998) Sustainable rural 
livelihoods: a framework for analysis (Vol. 72, p. 
22). Brighton, IDS 
http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Wp72.pdf 

DFID publication 
Sustainable livelihoods 
approaches: progress and 
possibilities for change 

Review of SLA approach since the 1990s.   

Carney, D. (2003) Sustainable livelihoods 
approaches: progress and possibilities for change. 
London: Department for International 
Development. 
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0812/
SLA_Progress.pdf  

External paper The Operational Guide to the 
M4P Approach 

An operational resource to help put the M4P 
approach into practice. The guide provides an 
overview of good practice  for implementing M4P – 
it explains the key frameworks and principles and 
identifies important management and governance 
considerations. 

The Springfield Centre (2008) The Operational 
Guide to the M4P Approach 
http://www.sdc-employment-
income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_th
e_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1  

E-learning 
Participatory Market Systems 
Development (PMSD) 
Roadmap 

This is a Practical Action online resource. The 
PMSD Roadmap is a structured sequence of steps 
designed to guide practitioners in how to facilitate 
Participatory Market System Development (PMSD) 
on the ground. Each step has guidance notes, 
training materials, case studies and links to further 
resources. 

http://www.slideshare.net/pmsd-map  

DFID Guidance 
Notes 

Minimum Standards for 
Embedding Disaster Resilience 
in DFID Country Offices 

Guidance notes on disaster resilience prepared by 
CHASE for 
DFID Country Offices and partners. Also see 
DFID’s internal resources – ‘How to Note: 
Background and Introduction to Disaster Resilience’ 
and a presentation by Tim Waites – ‘Donor 
Perspectives: Building Disaster Resilience in DFID’.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/up
loads/attachment_data/file/191840/Minimum_stan
dards_for_embedding_Disaster_Resilience.pdf 

http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/775/Dp296.pdf?sequence=1
http://opendocs.ids.ac.uk/opendocs/bitstream/handle/123456789/775/Dp296.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.ids.ac.uk/files/dmfile/Wp72.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0812/SLA_Progress.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0812/SLA_Progress.pdf
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
http://www.sdc-employment-income.ch/en/Home/Making_Markets_Work_for_the_Poor/document.php?itemID=4472&langID=1
http://www.slideshare.net/pmsd-map
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191840/Minimum_standards_for_embedding_Disaster_Resilience.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191840/Minimum_standards_for_embedding_Disaster_Resilience.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/191840/Minimum_standards_for_embedding_Disaster_Resilience.pdf


4. Natural resource based livelihoods 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

DFID publication Defining Disaster Resilience 
DFID Approach Paper 

Outlines DFID’s policy position on resilience. The 
paper begins with an outline of what resilience is 
and sets out a framework to improve understanding 
of  building resilience through DFID’s country 
operations. It then looks at a range of existing DFID 
resilience interventions at country and regional 
levels.  

DFID (2011) Defining Disaster Resilience DFID 
Approach Paper, DFID publication, Crown 
copyright 2011 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/defini
ng-disaster-resilience-a-dfid-approach-paper  

Book 

Strategic environmental 
assessment: a sourcebook and 
reference guide to international 
experience 

Produced by the International Institute for 
Environment and Development.  Provides 
information on key trends and issues in strategic 
environmental assessment and the approaches 
adopted in different countries. 

Dalal-Clayton, D. B., & Sadler, B. (2005). Strategic 
environmental assessment: a sourcebook and 
reference guide to international experience, IIED, 
Earthscan. 
Google Books Preview  

External paper 
Donor experience of Poverty 
and Social Impact Analysis 
(PSIA): A DFID review 

This article summarises an ODI review of DFID staff 
experience in using PSIA. PSIA has been used 
increasingly as an analytical tool to assist in the 
process of policy design. The review questioned 
how effectively it has contributed to evidence 
based, participatory and pro-poor policymaking 
processes. 

Bird, K. (2008) Donor experience of Poverty and 
Social Impact Analysis: A DFID review, Poverty in 
Focus, 14 pp.20-21, International Poverty Centre, 
UNDP 
http://www.ipc-
undp.org/pub/IPCPovertyInFocus14.pdf  

DEFRA publication An introductory guide to valuing 
ecosystem services 

The aim of this guide is to provide an introduction to 
the valuation of ecosystem services and takes a 
systematic approach to the assessment of impacts 
on the natural environment, to ensure that the true 
value of ecosystems is taken into account in policy 
decision-making. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/an-
introductory-guide-to-valuing-ecosystem-services  

Agricultural services 
policy and delivery 

(research, 
extension, inputs) 

Academic paper 
The impacts of CGIAR 
research: A review of recent 
evidence 

Review of evidence on the impacts of CGIAR 
research published since 2000.  Suggests that 
CGIAR research contributions in crop genetic 
improvement, pest management, NRM and policy 
research have had positive impacts on investment. 

Renkow, M., & Byerlee, D. (2010) The impacts of 
CGIAR research: A review of recent evidence. 
Food Policy, 35(5), 391-402.  
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2010.04.006  

Sourcebook 

Agricultural Innovation 
Systems: An Investment 
Sourcebook  and Agriculture 
Investment Sourcebook 

Two World Bank Sourcebooks on agriculture 
presented in thematic modules. Each module 
covers a theme related to assessing and designing 
investments. Deals with policy, technical, and 
institutional options for improving agriculture sector. 

Agricultural Innovation Systems Sourcebook 
http://go.worldbank.org/OR4EZUB7I0 

Website Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural 

CGIAR is a global partnership that unites 
organizations engaged in research for a food 

http://www.cgiar.org/  
CGIAR annual reports available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/defining-disaster-resilience-a-dfid-approach-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/defining-disaster-resilience-a-dfid-approach-paper
http://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=tFqoHJrUnb4C&oi=fnd&pg=PR10&dq=dfid+environmental+impact+analysis&ots=V3_k9ez--N&sig=-GVXNRIC8vM1-wLJHAdq0zuMPLQ#v=onepage&q=dfid%20environmental%20impact%20analysis&f=false
http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCPovertyInFocus14.pdf
http://www.ipc-undp.org/pub/IPCPovertyInFocus14.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/an-introductory-guide-to-valuing-ecosystem-services
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/an-introductory-guide-to-valuing-ecosystem-services
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.foodpol.2010.04.006
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/EXTARD/0,,contentMDK:23129039~pagePK:148956~piPK:216618~theSitePK:336682,00.html
http://go.worldbank.org/OR4EZUB7I0
http://www.cgiar.org/


4. Natural resource based livelihoods 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Research (CGIAR) secure future.  CGIAR’s 15 Research Centres 
generate and disseminate knowledge, technologies, 
and policies for agricultural development through 
research. 

http://www.cgiar.org/resources/cgiarannual-
reports/  

Website Future Agricultures Consortium 

An Africa-based alliance of research organisations 
seeking to provide high-quality and independent 
information and advice to improve agricultural policy 
and practice in Africa. Has a network of over 90 
researchers across the region and around the 
world. 

http://www.future-agricultures.org/  

Resource 
management 

regimes, institutions 
and options and 
ways of building 
capacity within 

these 

Book REDD, forest governance and 
rural livelihoods 

Examines experiences from incentive-based forest 
management and their effects on community 
livelihoods. Also presents six country case studies 
that provide a snapshot of REDD developments to 
date, identifying design features for REDD that 
would encourage benefits for forest communities. 
See introductory chapter for an overview. 

Springate-Baginski, O., & Wollenberg, E. (Eds.). 
(2010) REDD, forest governance and rural 
livelihoods: the emerging agenda. CIFOR  
ISBN: 978-602-8693-15-8 
http://www.cifor.org/publications/pdf_files/Books/B
Wollenberg0101.pdf 

Sourcebook Sustainable Land Management 
Sourcebook 

The Sustainable Land Management Sourcebook is 
intended to be a reference for practitioners seeking 
information about good land management 
approaches, innovations for investments, and close 
monitoring for potential scaling up.  

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resou
rces/336681-1215724937571/eBook.pdf 

Supply and value 
chains for 

agricultural/forest/liv
estock/fishery 

inputs and products 

External paper 

Value Chains, Donor 
Interventions and Poverty 
Reduction: A Review of Donor 
Practice 

Reviews a selection of 30 donor-led value chain 
interventions, and identifies patterns of 
engagement.  Provides some guidelines for 
designing and managing value chain interventions. 

Humphrey, J., & Navas‐Alemán, L. (2010) Value 
chains, donor interventions and poverty reduction: 
A review of donor practice. IDS Research Reports, 
2010 (63), 1-106. 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.2040-
0217.2010.00063_2.x/abstract  

External paper 

Aid for Trade and engaging with 
global value chains: developing 
trade and reducing food 
insecurity? 

This ODI paper assesses the role of Aid for Trade 
(AfT) in assisting the integration of agricultural 
producers in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) into high-
value agricultural global value chains (GVCs). This 
study makes reference to country case studies, 
including the cut-flower industry in Kenya. 

Keane, J. (2013) Aid for Trade and engaging with 
global value chains: developing trade and reducing 
food insecurity?, ODI Report, June 2013. 
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7579-aid-trade-
global-value-chains-food-insecurity 

DFID-commissioned 
paper 

Fisheries and aquaculture and 
their potential roles in 
development: an assessment of 

A DFID-commissioned review of the evidence 
relating to the contribution of fisheries and 
aquaculture to economic growth, food security and 

Arthur, R. et al. (2013) Fisheries and aquaculture 
and their potential roles in development: an 
assessment of the current evidence, MRAG, IDS 

http://www.cgiar.org/resources/cgiarannual-reports/
http://www.cgiar.org/resources/cgiarannual-reports/
http://www.future-agricultures.org/
http://www.cifor.org/publications/pdf_files/Books/BWollenberg0101.pdf
http://www.cifor.org/publications/pdf_files/Books/BWollenberg0101.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1215724937571/eBook.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTARD/Resources/336681-1215724937571/eBook.pdf
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.2040-0217.2010.00063_2.x/abstract
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.2040-0217.2010.00063_2.x/abstract
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7579-aid-trade-global-value-chains-food-insecurity
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7579-aid-trade-global-value-chains-food-insecurity


4. Natural resource based livelihoods 
 

Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

the current evidence nutrition.   and University of Stirling 

External paper 
Promoting gender equitable 
opportunities in agricultural 
value chains: A handbook 

This handbook was produced for the USAID Office 
of Women in Development.  It is based on research 
studies conducted under the USAID Greater 
Access to Trade Expansion Project. This handbook 
presents the “Integrating Gender Issues into 
Agricultural Value Chains” approach.  It brings 
together concepts from different technical areas, 
specifically gender, agriculture, microenterprise 
development, and value chains. 

Rubin, D., Manfre, C., & Barrett, K. (2009) 
Promoting gender equitable opportunities in 
agricultural value chains: A handbook. Greater 
Access to Trade Expansion (GATE) Project under 
the Women in Development IQC. USAID. 
http://www.wemanresources.info/documents/Page
3_GenderMainstreaming/3_4_ValueChain/Final%2
0GATE%20gender%20value%20chain%20handbo
ok%20low%20res.pdf  

Water resources 
management and 
urban/rural water 

issues in the context 
of diminishing 

supply 

External paper 

Managing Climate Extremes 
and Disasters in the Water 
Sector: Lessons from the IPCC 
SREX Report 

This thematic brief summarises the key findings of 
the Special Report on Managing the Risks of 
Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate 
Change Adaptation (SREX) relevant to water 
resources and water management.  It includes an 
assessment of the science and the implications for 
sustainable development. 

Climate and Development Knowledge Network 
(2012) Managing Climate Extremes and Disasters 
in the Water Sector: Lessons from the IPCC SREX 
Report. Available online at: 
http://www.eldis.org/go/display&type=Document&i
d=62836  

Website 
Global Water Partnership 
Toolbox: Integrated Water 
Resources Management 

The GWP ToolBox is an information exchange 
platform.  It is comprised of an organised collection 
of case studies, reference documents, reading lists, 
external web sites and other supporting materials in 
water resources management, which have been 
peer reviewed.  

http://www.gwptoolbox.org/ 

Adaptation and 
building resilience 

to climate change in 
agriculture, FNS and 
for the sustainable 

management of 
natural resources 

Topic Guide 
EoD Topic Guide. Adaptation: 
Decision making under 
uncertainty 

Overview of how climate change may alter the long-
term outcomes of development interventions today.  
Also discusses how such interventions can be 
better designed from the outset to encourage 
outcomes that enhance climate resilience. 

Ranger, N. (2013) Topic Guide. Adaptation: 
Decision making under uncertainty. Evidence on 
Demand, UK  
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_tg02.june2013.rang
er 

Book 
Toward Resilience: A Guide to 
Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Climate Change Adaptation 

Introduces the basic concepts of disaster risk 
reduction and climate change adaptation.  The 
guide identifies ten basic principles for an integrated 
approach to building resilience and explains how to 
apply them in key sectors, with diverse populations, 
and in different contexts. Contains case studies and 
a comprehensive tools and resources map for 
practitioners. 

Turnbull, M., Sterrett, C. and Hilleboe, A. (2013) 
Toward Resilience: A Guide to Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation, 
Practical Action Publishing Ltd. ISBN: 978-1-
85339-786-8. Available online from: 
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources
/ECB-toward-resilience-Disaster-risk-reduction-
Climate-Change-Adaptation-guide-english.pdf 

http://www.wemanresources.info/documents/Page3_GenderMainstreaming/3_4_ValueChain/Final%20GATE%20gender%20value%20chain%20handbook%20low%20res.pdf
http://www.wemanresources.info/documents/Page3_GenderMainstreaming/3_4_ValueChain/Final%20GATE%20gender%20value%20chain%20handbook%20low%20res.pdf
http://www.wemanresources.info/documents/Page3_GenderMainstreaming/3_4_ValueChain/Final%20GATE%20gender%20value%20chain%20handbook%20low%20res.pdf
http://www.wemanresources.info/documents/Page3_GenderMainstreaming/3_4_ValueChain/Final%20GATE%20gender%20value%20chain%20handbook%20low%20res.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/go/display&type=Document&id=62836
http://www.eldis.org/go/display&type=Document&id=62836
http://www.gwptoolbox.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_tg02.june2013.ranger
http://dx.doi.org/10.12774/eod_tg02.june2013.ranger
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECB-toward-resilience-Disaster-risk-reduction-Climate-Change-Adaptation-guide-english.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECB-toward-resilience-Disaster-risk-reduction-Climate-Change-Adaptation-guide-english.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ECB-toward-resilience-Disaster-risk-reduction-Climate-Change-Adaptation-guide-english.pdf
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Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

External paper Tracking adaptation and 
measuring development 

This paper presents a coherent framework for 
climate change adaptation programming, including 
potential indicators, or indicator categories/types, 
for tracking and evaluating the success of 
adaptation support and adaptation interventions.  

Anderson, S., Ayers, J., Burton, I., & Tellam, I. 
(2011) Tracking adaptation and measuring 
development. IIED. 
http://environmentportal.in/files/file/tracking%20ad
aptation.pdf 

External paper Rural households in a changing 
climate 

This paper argues that climate change poses 
challenges to poor rural households related to 
increasing weather shocks and challenges related 
to long-term shifts in temperature, rainfall patterns, 
and water availability. It examines evidence from 
existing literature to compose an initial picture of 
household-level strategies for adapting to climate 
change in rural settings. 

Baez, J., Kronick, D., & Mason, A. (2013) Rural 
households in a changing climate. World Bank 
Policy Research Working Paper, (6326). 
http://elibrary.worldbank.org/content/workingpaper/
10.1596/1813-9450-6326 

Resource-based 
mitigation of climate 

change 

External paper 

Forest Carbon Strategies in 
Climate Change Mitigation: 
Confronting Challenges 
Through On the Ground 
Experience 

This report by The Nature Conservancy seeks to 
highlight research and evidence to support the idea 
that reducing carbon emissions and enhancing 
carbon sequestration through forest conservation 
can be a credible part of mitigating climate change. 
It also profiles four Nature Conservancy forest 
carbon pilot projects to support its view. 

Virgilio, N. and S. Marshall (2009) Forest Carbon 
Strategies in Climate Change Mitigation: 
Confronting Challenges Through On the Ground 
Experience, The Nature Conservancy. Arlington, 
Virginia. 
http://www.forestcarbonpartnership.org/sites/forest
carbonpartnership.org/files/Documents/PDF/Feb20
10/MCFC-medres-single1.pdf  

Website CIFOR Forests and Climate 
Change Toolbox 

See Topic 2 Section B – ‘Integrating climate change 
into forestry: mitigation’ which covers carbon sinks, 
forest products and carbon accounting.  Also see 
Topic 5 - Climate change mitigation mechanisms, 
markets and projects, which covers Payment for 
Ecosystem Services, Clean Development 
Mechanism, REDD and voluntary markets. 

http://www.cifor.org/fctoolbox/  

Access to financial 
services, including 
credit, savings and 

insurance 

Academic paper 
Access to Financial Services: A 
Review of the Issues and Public 
Policy Objectives 

This article reviews the evidence on the importance 
of finance for economic well-being. It provides data 
on the use of basic financial services by households 
and firms across a sample of countries, assesses 
the desirability of universal access, and provides an 
overview of the macroeconomic, legal, and 
regulatory obstacles to access. 

Claessens, S. (2006) Access to financial services: 
A review of the issues and public policy objectives. 
The World Bank Research Observer, 21(2), 207-
240. 
http://ideas.repec.org/p/wbk/wbrwps/3589.html  

External paper GSDRC Helpdesk Research 
Report: Evidence on micro-

Response to a DFID request in January 2013 to 
synthesise evidence on microcredit for the ultra-
poor, and to identify programmes that operate 

http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ873.pdf 

http://environmentportal.in/files/file/tracking%20adaptation.pdf
http://environmentportal.in/files/file/tracking%20adaptation.pdf
http://elibrary.worldbank.org/content/workingpaper/10.1596/1813-9450-6326
http://elibrary.worldbank.org/content/workingpaper/10.1596/1813-9450-6326
http://www.forestcarbonpartnership.org/sites/forestcarbonpartnership.org/files/Documents/PDF/Feb2010/MCFC-medres-single1.pdf
http://www.forestcarbonpartnership.org/sites/forestcarbonpartnership.org/files/Documents/PDF/Feb2010/MCFC-medres-single1.pdf
http://www.forestcarbonpartnership.org/sites/forestcarbonpartnership.org/files/Documents/PDF/Feb2010/MCFC-medres-single1.pdf
http://www.cifor.org/fctoolbox/
http://ideas.repec.org/p/wbk/wbrwps/3589.html
http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HDQ873.pdf
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credit for the ultra-poor through an apex fund route (rather than being 
funded directly). 

External paper 
GSDRC Helpdesk Research 
Report: Evidence on Women’s 
Access to Financial Services 

Response to a 2011 DFID request. Offers a brief 
survey of evidence on women‘s access to financial 
services and a consideration of how a lack of 
access to financial services constrains women‘s 
economic empowerment. 

http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HD754.pdf  

 
 

http://www.gsdrc.org/docs/open/HD754.pdf
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5. Dynamics of change 
 

 
Technical competency 
theme Resource type Title Description How to access / full reference 

Major changes 
taking place in rural 
areas, their sources 

and likely 
trajectories 
(especially 
migration, 

urbanisation, 
changes in gender 

roles) 

DFID paper Urban and rural change 
Online presentation by DFID Urban & Rural Change 
Team which provides  a simple overview of key 
concepts and challenges. 

http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0901/
UR_overview.pdf  

DFID PLOW 
Learning Resource 

Professional Development for 
Livelihoods Advisers (PLOW) 
Core Technical Briefing 
Competence Briefing Notes: 
Urban-Rural Change  

This Briefing Note reviews definitions of urban and 
rural areas and the importance of location and 
context for understanding poverty. It describes the 
relevance of rural-urban change processes to 
livelihoods transformation, and the ways in which 
policies have addressed, or ignored, the role of 
urban centres in regional and rural development. 

Tacoli, C.; Waites, T. (Eds.) (2005) PLOW learning 
resource: Urban-rural change. Programme of 
Advisory and Support Services (PASS), UK  
Available on DFID Intranet – Livelihoods Cadre 
site and on CEIL PEAKS Evidence on Demand 
website. 
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-
learning-resource-Urban-rural-change.aspx  

External paper 

Changing rural-urban 
interactions in Sub-Saharan 
Africa and their impact on 
livelihoods: a summary (Vol. 4) 

This paper draws on evidence from case studies in 
Mali, Nigeria and Tanzania from 1997-2001.  
Covers themes such as assets, farming systems, 
urban expansion, occupational diversification, 
mobility, migration, remittances and social 
networks. 

Tacoli, C. (2002) Changing rural-urban interactions 
in the Sub-Saharan Africa and their impact on 
livelihoods: a summary (Vol. 4), Working Paper 
Series on Rural-Urban Interactions and Livelihood 
Strategies, Paper no. 7, IIED. 
http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/9153IIED.pdf    

Academic paper 

Exploring mobility and migration 
in the context of rural-urban 
linkages: why gender and 
generation matter 

This paper uses case studies from Mali, Nigeria, 
Tanzania and Vietnam to explore the different ways 
in which migration intersects with the changing 
relations between rural and urban areas and 
activities, and in the process transforms livelihoods 
and the relations between young and older men 
and women. 

Tacoli, C., & Mabala, R. (2010) Exploring mobility 
and migration in the context of rural-urban 
linkages: why gender and generation matter. 
Environment and Urbanization, 22(2), 389-395. 
DOI: 10.1177/0956247810379935 
http://eau.sagepub.com/content/22/2/389.full.pdf+h
tml 

Academic paper 
Urbanization and its 
implications for food and 
farming 

This paper discusses the influences on food and 
farming of an increasingly urbanized world and a 
declining ratio of food producers to food consumers, 
with a focus on low and middle income countries. 

Satterthwaite, D., McGranahan, G., & Tacoli, C. 
(2010) Urbanization and its implications for food 
and farming. Philosophical Transactions of the 
Royal Society B: Biological Sciences, 365(1554), 
2809-2820.  
DOI: 10.1098/rstb.2010.0136 
http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/365/1
554/2809.full 

External paper Feminization of Agriculture: 
Trends and Driving Forces 

This paper describes how women have increased 
their labour in two types of agricultural production - 
smallholder production and agro-export agriculture - 

Lastarria-Cornhiel, S. (2008) Feminization of 
Agriculture : Trends and Driving Forces.  
Washington, DC: World Bank, Background Paper 

http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0901/UR_overview.pdf
http://www.eldis.org/vfile/upload/1/document/0901/UR_overview.pdf
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-learning-resource-Urban-rural-change.aspx
http://www.evidenceondemand.info/PLOW-learning-resource-Urban-rural-change.aspx
http://pubs.iied.org/pdfs/9153IIED.pdf
http://eau.sagepub.com/content/22/2/389.full.pdf+html
http://eau.sagepub.com/content/22/2/389.full.pdf+html
http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/365/1554/2809.full
http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/365/1554/2809.full
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and the economic and socio-cultural forces that are 
driving this trend. 

for the World Development Report. 
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/ha
ndle/10986/9104/WDR2008_0020.pdf?sequence=
1 

Book Development sociology: actor 
perspectives 

This book focuses on the theoretical and 
methodological foundations of an actor-oriented 
and social constructionist form of analysis, rather 
than the traditional structuralist/institutional 
analysis.  Topics include commoditisation, small-
scale enterprise and social capital, knowledge 
interfaces, networks and power, globalisation and 
localisation as well as policy formulation and 
planned intervention processes. 

Long, N. (2004). Development sociology: actor 
perspectives. Routledge. 

Movement in and 
out of resource-

based livelihoods, 
particularly 

agriculture; support 
to subsistence 

households, small 
farmers, and 

working with the 
private sector to 

facilitate transition 
and transformation 
in the agricultural 

sector 

Academic paper 

Hanging in, stepping up and 
stepping out: livelihood 
aspirations and strategies of the 
poor 

This article describes a simple schema which 
integrates multi-dimensional, multi-level, and 
dynamic understandings of poverty, of poor 
people's livelihoods, and of the changing roles of 
agricultural systems. It focuses on the dynamic 
aspirations of poor people and livelihood 
diversification. 

Dorward, A., Anderson, S., Bernal, Y. N., Vera, E. 
S., Rushton, J., Pattison, J., & Paz, R. (2009) 
Hanging in, stepping up and stepping out: 
livelihood aspirations and strategies of the poor. 
Development in Practice, 19(2), 240-247. 
DOI: 10.1080/09614520802689535 
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09614
520802689535  

Academic paper 
The determinants of rural 
livelihood diversification in 
developing countries 

This paper explores the reasons for households to 
adopt multiple livelihood strategies, and makes a 
distinction between diversification of necessity and 
diversification by choice. Six determinants of 
diversification are considered - seasonality, risk, 
labour markets, credit markets, assets and coping 
strategies. 

Ellis, F. (2000) The determinants of rural livelihood 
diversification in developing countries. Journal of 
Agricultural Economics, 51(2), 289-302. 
DOI: 10.1111/j.1477-9552.2000.tb01229.x 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-
9552.2000.tb01229.x/full 

External paper 
Leaping and Learning: Linking 
smallholders to markets in 
Africa 

This ODI report provides a comprehensive review 
of the existing literature on smallholder-centred 
market-based interventions. Explores how 
smallholders in sub-Saharan Africa can use a 
combination of agricultural growth and links to 
markets to raise their incomes and reduce poverty. 

Wiggins, S. and Keats, S. (2013) Leaping and 
Learning: Linking smallholders to markets in 
Africa. London: Agriculture for Impact, Imperial 
College and Overseas Development Institute 
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7453-leaping-
learning-smallholder-farming-market-intervention 

Urban livelihoods 
and linkages 

between urban and 
Book The Earthscan reader in rural-

urban linkages 
This book contains 15 chapters based on papers 
published from 1992-2006. Themes covered: rural-
urban linkages and livelihood transformations; 

Tacoli, C. (2006) The Earthscan reader in rural-
urban linkages. Earthscan. 
ISBN 1844073165 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/9104/WDR2008_0020.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/9104/WDR2008_0020.pdf?sequence=1
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/9104/WDR2008_0020.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09614520802689535
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09614520802689535
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-9552.2000.tb01229.x/full
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1477-9552.2000.tb01229.x/full
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7453-leaping-learning-smallholder-farming-market-intervention
http://www.odi.org.uk/publications/7453-leaping-learning-smallholder-farming-market-intervention
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rural areas and non-
farm livelihoods in 

rural areas 

population mobility and migration; and the rural-
urban dimensions of environmental issues. 

Book 
Urban Livelihoods: A people-
centred approach to reducing 
poverty 

Based on extensive research, this book assesses 
the value of the livelihoods approach to urban 
poverty. It reviews the situation and strategies of 
the urban poor and identifies the policies and 
practical programmes that work best. Includes a 
chapter on rural-urban linkages by David 
Satterthwaite and  Cecilia Tacoli.  

Rakodi, C. and Lloyd-Jones, T. (Eds) (2002) Urban 
Livelihoods: A people-centred approach to 
reducing poverty, Earthscan Publications Ltd., 
2002.   
ISBN 1853838616 
Google Books Preview 

External paper 
Access to rural non-farm 
employment and enterprise 
development 

Background paper for the IFAD Rural Poverty 
Report 2009.  Sets out what is known about the 
rural non-farm economy and the processes that 
drive its development, explores the implications of 
change in the wider environment on the sector, 
identifies key factors for success and the policy 
challenges. 

Wiggins, S., & Hazell, P. B. R. (2011) Access to 
rural non-farm employment and enterprise 
development, IFAD 
http://www.ifad.org/rpr2011/background/5.pdf  

Book 
Transforming the rural non-farm 
economy: Opportunities and 
threats in the developing world 

This book, edited by Steven Haggblade, Peter 
Hazell and Thomas Reardon, examines key  factors 
affecting growth and equity in the rural nonfarm  
economy in order to identify contexts and policies 
that enable the poor to participate in the evolving 
rural non-farm economy. 

Haggblade, S., Hazell, P. B., & Reardon, T. (2007) 
Transforming the rural non-farm economy: 
Opportunities and threats in the developing world. 
International Food Policy Research Institute and 
Johns Hopkins University Press, Washington DC. 
ISBN 0801886643 
A four-page IFPRI Issue Brief on this book is 
available: 
http://environmentportal.in/files/ib58.pdf 

 

http://books.google.co.uk/books?hl=en&lr=&id=iw3cwHUVAQsC&oi=fnd&pg=PA52&dq=Seeking+an+understanding+of+poverty+that+recognizes+rural%E2%80%93urban+differences+and+rural%E2%80%93urban+linkages&ots=u4p5Y0jwEn&sig=PW2u_SBEGlOLYvWpbC81YFDV050#v=onepage&q=Seeking%20an%20understanding%20of%20poverty%20that%20recognizes%20rural%E2%80%93urban%20differences%20and%20rural%E2%80%93urban%20linkages&f=false
http://www.ifad.org/rpr2011/background/5.pdf
http://environmentportal.in/files/ib58.pdf
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