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Dedicated to the memory of a young FACTS 001 participant 
who was abducted and murdered early on in her participation 
in the trial
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Global burden of HIV and gender-based violence (GBV) 
amongst adolescent girls and young women (AGYW)

GBV increases HIV risk

GBV has marked impact on continuum of HIV prevention, 
treatment and care continuum

Linking programme responses to HIV and GBV for AGYW



2.1 million adolescents are living with HIV.
Four-fifths live in sub-Saharan Africa

Source: UNAIDS, 2013

Only group in which mortality has not decreased



One-third of new infections globally occur 
in young African women



Population of adolescents 10-19 years old in 
millions, by region, 1950-2010

Source: UNICEF, 2012

Increase in population susceptible to HIV
1.2 million people aged 10-19 
years

ïone-fifth of global 
population

By 2050, Sub-Saharan Africa is 
projected to have more 
adolescents than any other 
region

ïGrowing population 
susceptible to infection

ïNeed to increase 
prevention efforts to 
achieve Fast-track goals



Globally 1 in 3 women (30%) will experience physical and/or 
sexual violence by an intimate partner
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High prevalence of past-year intimate 
partner violence, among ever-partnered 

women (15-19 years)

Physical IPV Pressured or insisted on sex when unwanted Sexual IPV

Source: Decker, 2014

Å IPV and non-partner sexual violence associated with a range of poor 
health outcomes in this population and more generally

Heise, 2014; Day, 2005



Young key populations experience high rates of 
partner violence and sexual assault

Sex workers
ïLife time prevalence of any violence 45-75%

ïYoung trafficked sex workers may experience rape to coerce them to 
sell sex

MSM
ïFirst experience of forced sex during adolescence

PWID
ïSexual assault associated with drug use (own or partner)

Source: Delany-Moretlwe, 2015
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Violence against women is associated with 
incident HIV infection

Li, JIAS 2014



Associations not only between violence and HIV, 
but also with unequal relationship power 

Incidence and relative incidence of HIV infection, by exposure to forms of violence and inequity

Source: Jewkes, Lancet 2010

Å 23% physical or sexual IPV, 5% rape by non-partner
Å IPV more frequent in unequal relationships (29% vs. 22%)
Å Rape not associated with incident HIV

Å Increasing evidence for the associations between physical violence, 
verbal abuse, and male controlling behaviours (Kouyoumdjian, 2013; Durevall, 2014) 


