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 AAIB Bulletin: 8/2016 G-LZZY EW/G2016/05/16

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Piper PA-28RT-201T Turbo Cherokee Arrow IV, 
 G-LZZY

No & Type of Engines:  1 Continental Motors Corp TSIO-360-FB piston 
engine

Year of Manufacture:  1979 (Serial no: 28R-8031001) 

Date & Time (UTC):  20 May 2016 at 1826 hrs

Location:  Shoreham Airport, West Sussex

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Right main landing gear door cracked and 
damage to right flap 

Commander’s Licence:  Airline Transport Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  55 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  16,243 hours (of which 94 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 38 hours
 Last 28 days -   0 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and further enquiries made by the AAIB

On approach to Shoreham Airport the pilot selected the landing gear down and, although 
green lights illuminated to indicate the nose and left main landing gear were locked down, 
the green light for the right main landing gear did not illuminate.

The pilot requested a visual inspection from the ground and, once this was completed, he 
was informed that the landing gear “appeared ok”.  However, in preparation for the aircraft’s 
arrival, air traffic control initiated a full emergency and the pilot, now holding to the west 
of the airport, waited for the airport’s RFFS to deploy.  During this time, the pilot recycled 
the landing gear and completed the ‘Emergency Landing Gear Extension’ checklist which 
included a step to lower the landing gear using the backup gear extender.  In addition, he 
swapped the bulb in the right main landing gear indicator with one that was known to be 
working, but the indicator remained unlit.  Once the RFFS were in place, the pilot made an 
approach to Runway 25, stopping the engine after touchdown but, as the aircraft settled, the 
right main landing gear collapsed.  The uninjured pilot turned the fuel and electrics off and 
vacated the aircraft.  He attributed the cause of the accident to the right main landing gear 
downlock failing to engage.


