ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: CZAW SportCruiser, G-FELX
No & Type of Engines: 1 Rotax 912ULS piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 2007 (Serial no: PFA 338-14661)
Date & Time (UTC): 29 February 2016 at 1100 hrs
Location: Crowfield Airfield, Suffolk
Type of Flight: Private
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Nature of Damage: Propeller, nose gear and one main gear
Commander’s Licence: Light Aircraft Pilot’s Licence
Commander’s Age: 73 years
Commander’s Flying Experience: 438 hours (of which 245 were on type)
Last 90 days - 6 hours
Last 28 days - 3 hours
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot

The pilot was intending to take off from the grass Runway 02 near the Runway 02/13
intersection. After taxiing on the grass along the side of Runway 13, the pilot positioned the
aircraft just before the Runway 02/13 intersection for the power checks. Once complete,
the pilot taxied onto Runway 02 just forward of the numbers; however, he found it difficult
to establish the precise edge of the runway on the grass and so taxied beyond the edge
of the runway before turning left onto Runway 13/30. After crossing Runway 13/30, the
aircraft taxied onto soft ground to the side of Runway 02 where the nosewheel dug in and
the nose leg broke, allowing the propeller to contact the ground. On reflection, the pilot
realised that it would have been better to have turned right onto Runway 02 following the
power checks to start the takeoff from the numbers.
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