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Acquisition by MRH (GB) Limited of 78 service stations from Esso 

Petroleum Company Limited 

Variation Order made by the  

Competition and Markets Authority pursuant to  

section 72(4)(b) of the Enterprise Act 2002 (the Act) 

Whereas: 

(a) the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) made an initial enforcement order 

pursuant to section 72(2) of the Act in relation to the acquisition by MRH (GB) 

Limited of 78 service stations from Esso Petroleum Company Limited (the 

Transaction) on 10 September 2015 (the Initial Enforcement Order); 

(b) the CMA considers that it is under a duty to refer this Merger for more detailed 

scrutiny under section 33(1) of the Act. However, the duty to refer is not 

exercised pursuant to section 33(3)(b) whilst the CMA is considering whether to 

accept undertakings under section 73 of the Act in lieu of a reference. Pursuant 

to section 73A(1) of the Act, the Parties have until 3 December 2015 to offer an 

undertaking to the CMA that might be accepted by the CMA under section 73(2) 

of the Act. If the Parties do not offer an undertaking by this date, or if the Parties 

indicate before this date that they do not wish to offer an undertaking, or if 

pursuant to section 73A(2) of the Act the CMA decides by 10 December 2015 

that there are no reasonable grounds for believing that it might accept the 

undertaking offered by the Parties, or a modified version of it, then the CMA will 

refer the Merger for a phase 2 investigation pursuant to sections 33(1) and 

34ZA(2) of the Act. 

(c) the CMA nevertheless considers that, based on the evidence it has received in 

its assessment of the Transaction to date, it is appropriate to vary the Initial 

Enforcement Order; 

Now for the purpose of varying the Initial Enforcement Order the CMA makes the 

following order pursuant to section 72(4)(b) of the Act, addressed to MRH (GB) 

Limited (MRH), Malthurst South East Limited (MSE) and Malthurst Anglia Limited 

(MA) (Variation Order). 

With effect from the date of this Variation Order only the petrol stations listed in 

Annex A of this Variation Order are subject to the Initial Enforcement Order.   
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The Initial Enforcement Order is further varied to amend the definitions of the Target 

and MRH business as follows: ‘the Target business’ means the two petrol station 

sites acquired from Esso Petroleum Company Limited listed in Annex A, and ‘the 

MRH business’ means the two sites owned by MRH prior to the transaction and 

listed in Annex A.  

30 November 2015 
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Annex A 

Petrol stations remaining subject to the Initial Enforcement Order 

dated 10 September 2015 

 

Site name Address Completion date 

Esso City Service Station Histon Road, Cambridge, 

Cambridgeshire, CB4 3JD 

19/10/2015 

Esso Patcham Service Station Patcham Bypass, Brighton, 

East Sussex, BN1 8YE 

25/09//2015 

MRH Girton Spar Huntingdon Road, Girton 

Cambridgeshire, CB3 0LQ 

n/a 

MRH Brighton Spar Mill Road, Brighton 

East Sussex, BN1 8ZF  

n/a 

 

 


