ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:

Year of Manufacture:
Date & Time (UTC):
Location:

Type of Flight:
Persons on Board:
Injuries:

Nature of Damage:

Commander’s Licence:
Commander’s Age:

Commander’s Flying Experience:

Information Source:

Reims Cessna FRA150L Aerobat, G-PHOR

1 Continental Motors Corp O-240-A piston
engine

1972 (Serial no: 0157)
11 August 2015 at 1455 hrs
Netherthorpe Airfield, Nottinghamshire

Training
Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Damage to nose gear, propeller, engine, engine
frame and left wing rear spar

Student

58 years

18 hours (of which 18 were on type)
Last 90 days - 15 hours

Last 28 days - 5 hours

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the
pilot

Following a circuit training flight with his instructor at Netherthorpe Airfield, the student pilot
was cleared for his first solo circuit. The weather forecast obtained from Doncaster Sheffield
Airport, some 11 nm distant, was for a wind from 280° at 10 kt. The instructor watched the
final approach of the aircraft to grass Runway 24 and reported that the approach “looked
good and stable”. However, on landing the aircraft bounced twice and, following the second
bounce, the aircraft was seen to pitch down collapsing the nose landing gear onto the
runway surface. The uninjured pilot switched off the fuel and master switch before vacating
the aircraft through the left door. The pilot attributed the pitch down to leaning forwards onto
the control yoke during the second bounce. The instructor later commented that he had
expected the student pilot to have executed a go-around after the first bounce.

© Crown copyright 2015

22



