ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: Hoffmann H 36 Dimona, G-BNUX
No & Type of Engines: 1 Limbach L 2000-EBIC piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 1987 (Serial no: 36236)
Date & Time (UTC): 24 April 2015 at 1400 hrs
Location: Saltby Airfield, Lincolnshire
Type of Flight: Training
Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Nature of Damage: Damage to propeller and engine
Commander’s Licence: National Private Pilot’s Licence
Commander’s Age: 67 years
Commander’s Flying Experience: 243 hours (of which 22 were on type)
Last 90 days - 6 hours
Last 28 days - 3 hours
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot

The pilot had been practising circuits on Runway 25 at Saltby Airfield. Having successfully
completed two, on his third circuit he found that the crosswind and level of turbulence had
increased such that the approach had become “a bit challenging”. The aircraft ballooned
at a height of 20 ft, so he executed a go-around. The actual wind was from 210-220° at
15-20 kt.

On the next approach the turbulence had worsened. The pilot was having to fly with his
left hand on the control column and his right on the spoiler/brake lever, whereas most of
his previous experience on other aircraft had used the opposite method. At about 40 ft, the
aircraft was buffeted strongly but the pilot’s reactions were on the wrong controls — treating
the spoiler lever as the control column and vice-versa. The aircraft descended rapidly and
either ballooned or bounced back into the air. He admits he was confused and lacked the
presence of mind at that stage to open the throttle and abandon the landing. He continued
and hit the ground hard in a level attitude, causing damage to the propeller and engine but
coming to a halt after a normal ground roll.
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