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 AAIB Bulletin: 5/2015 G-HECK EW/G2014/12/03

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Robinson R44 II Raven, G-HECK

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming IO-540-AE1A5 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  2006 (Serial no: 11416) 

Date & Time (UTC):  5 December 2014 at 1325 hrs

Location:  Leeds Heliport

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to tail rotor blades, gearbox and drive, 
and to tail surfaces.  Damage to roof of parked 
vehicle.

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  45 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  131 hours (of which 15 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 9 hours
 Last 28 days - 1 hour

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot and engineering report by the helicopter 
operator

The pilot carried out pre-flight checks on the helicopter, which was parked on an apron in 
front of a small hangar.  The helicopter was facing away from the hanger; to its left was a 
small portable building and immediately to its right was a parked vehicle.  The pilot started 
the helicopter and initiated lift to the hover by raising the collective lever.  As the helicopter 
lifted off, the pilot felt unusual and severe vibrations which appeared to come from the main 
rotor.  He lowered the collective immediately to land, but as he did so the helicopter yawed 
to the left.  The tail boom struck the parked vehicle, causing damage to both the helicopter 
and the vehicle.

The helicopter operator reported that an engineering investigation did not reveal any 
abnormality in the main rotor or its control system which could have accounted for the 
vibrations reported by the pilot.


