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I) MANOEUVERING, MOORING AND FEN DERING ARRANGEMENTS 

Prudent and customary safe practices will be followed, as provided in the ICS/OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer 
Guide, Petroleum (Chapter 6), and the Company's Fleet Operations Manual. 

J) PROCEDURES ALONGSIDE 

Prudent and customary safe practices will be followed, as provided in the ICS/OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer 
Guide, Petroleum (Chapter 7), and the Company's Fleet Operations Manual. 

K) MANAGEMENT OF TRANSFER OPERATiON 

Prudent and customary safe practices will be followed, as provided in the ICSIOCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer 
Guide, Petroleum (Chapter B), and the Company's Fleet Operations Manual ' 

L) UNMOORING ARRANGEMENTS 

Prudent and customary safe practices will be followed, as provided in the ICS/OCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer 
Guide, Petroleum (Chapter 9), and the Company's Fleet Operations Manual. 

M) EQUIPMENT TO BE DEPLOYED 

Appropriated equipment to conduct this operation will be provided by FENDER CARE MARINE, as outlined in 
the ICSIOCIMF Ship to Ship Transfer Guide, Petroleum (Chapter 10). 

N} LIMITING WEATHER CRITERIA 

This transfer will not commence or will be stopped should the local weather conditions exceed Beaufort Force 
6, sea I swell heights in excess of 2m, and winds exceeding 25 knots, or at any time the Masters of both 
vessels deem It prudent to do so due to the local sea and weather conditions. 

, 

0) CONTINGENCY PLANS 

Deteriorating weather 
See above 

Mooring rope failure The vessels will be moored with sufficient ropes so as not to move out 
of position due to failure of one rope. Should a rope fail it will be replaced 
immediately. Extra ropes will be supplied from mother vessel. 

Pollution following damage The stand-by oil spill recovery equipment will be deployed to contact and 
recover spilled oil, and the master of the manoeuvring vessel will activate the 
vessel's SOPEP. 

Fire 
Both vessels will take precautions, In accordance with OCIMF, and be prepared 
to respond immediately to extinguish a fire should one occur. 
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The approval process will include consideration of factors such as vessel size, type and daytime / night time berthings.  
Employment in specific geographic areas may require that candidates meet the local qualification and experience 
requirements in order to operate. 
 
For example: DMA Order 734 of June 2007 lays out the requirements for STS Superintendents operating in Danish waters. 
 

 EMPLOYMENT REQUIREMENTS –TRANSFER SUPERINTENDENT (IN PORT OPERATIONS ONLY) 

 
FCM recognise that In Port Cargo Transfer Operations require a different degree of skills and experience to offshore STS 
Operations. For such operations the minimum employment requirements are:- 
 

• Solid background in tanker cargo operations in a senior position 

• Demonstrable knowledge of Tanker Health and Safety procedures 

• Strong communication and organisational skills 

• Appropriate Medical Certification  
 
Training Requirements 
 
In order to operate effectively an STS Superintendent will require procedural and operational training.  
 
Procedural Training 
 
The requirements for procedural training are as per an STS Superintendent (Unrestricted Operations) 
 
Operational Training 
 
Training programmes will be tailored to individual requirements dependent upon previous experience and natural aptitude. It 
will include peer training during supervised operations.  Once deemed sufficiently prepared the candidate will undergo a 
minimum of 2 evaluations under the supervision of an appointed Senior STS Superintendent. 
 
Final approval for unsupervised operations will be subject to the same procedures as those for an STS Superintendent 
(Unrestricted Operations)  
 

PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

 
Performance monitoring will be carried out using the following:- 
 
1. On going assessments:  
 

• Review of incident, near-miss and illness reports. 

• Operational questionnaires sent from UK Head office to vessel Masters for operational feed back. 

• Customer / Client feed back, Non Conformance reporting.  

• Inclusion on an “Oil Major” approval list. 
 
2. Bi-annual performance evaluation review by Senior Management against the following job description. 
 
In performing STS operations, in an advisory capacity, the STS Superintendent’s duties shall include, but not be limited to:- 
 

• Assess the co-ordination needs of each operation to ensure it is performed to FCM and OCIMF standards. 

• Ensure compliance with additional client specific operational requirements 

• Review of all pre-operational documentation. 

• Inform coastal authorities as required.  

• Assess weather forecasting. Ensure compliance with documented criteria 

• Inspection of all STS equipment before and after the operation. 

• Determine fender rigging arrangements for operation. 

• Orchestrate fendering and unfendering operations with support craft. 

• Ensure hoses are handled using the correct hose handling procedures. 

• Manoeuvre vessels alongside each other as required, with or without tug assistance. 

• Ensure vessels are moored in accordance to company procedures for expected conditions. 

• Ensure the proper completion of safety checklists and pre-cargo conference. 

• Oversee the connection and disconnection of transfer hoses. 

• Monitor the cargo transfer operation, to ensure performed in safe and controlled manner. 

• Ensure moorings are tended regularly and hoses continually supported. 

• Take rest when practicable after establishing notification parameters in Superintendents’ standing orders 

• Complete on board documentation as required. 

• Oversee the safe draining of hoses.    
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• Unmoor the vessels as required. 

• Complete FCM time sheet and relevant documentation. 
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ANNEX 
 

(Addition of a new chapter 8 to MARPOL and Annex I and consequential amendments to 
the Supplement to the IOPP Certificate, Form B) 

 
 
1 A new chapter 8 is added: 

 
“CHAPTER 8  –  PREVENTION OF POLLUTION DURING TRANSFER OF OIL 

CARGO BETWEEN OIL TANKERS AT SEA 
 
Regulation 40 
Scope of application 
 
1 The regulations contained in this chapter apply to oil tankers of 150 gross tonnage 
and above engaged in the transfer of oil cargo between oil tankers at sea (STS operations) 
and their STS operations conducted on or after 1 April 2012.  However, STS operations 
conducted before that date but after the approval of the Administration of STS operations 
Plan required under regulation 41.1 shall be in accordance with the STS operations Plan 
as far as possible. 
 
2 The regulations contained in this chapter shall not apply to oil transfer operations 
associated with fixed or floating platforms including drilling rigs; floating production, 
storage and offloading facilities (FPSOs) used for the offshore production and storage of oil; 
and floating storage units (FSUs) used for the offshore storage of produced oil1. 

 
3 The regulations contained in this chapter shall not apply to bunkering operations. 
 
4 The regulations contained in this chapter shall not apply to STS operations 
necessary for the purpose of securing the safety of a ship or saving life at sea, or for 
combating specific pollution incidents in order to minimize the damage from pollution. 
 
5 The regulations contained in this chapter shall not apply to STS operations where 
either of the ships involved is a warship, naval auxiliary or other ship owned or operated 
by a State and used, for the time being, only on government non-commercial service.  
However, each State shall ensure, by the adoption of appropriate measures not impairing 
operations or operational capabilities of such ships that the STS operations are conducted 
in a manner consistent, so far as is reasonable and practicable, with this chapter. 

                                                 
1 Revised Annex I of MARPOL, chapter 7 (resolution MEPC.117(52)) and UNCLOS article 56 are applicable 

and address these operations. 
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Regulation 41 
General Rules on safety and environmental protection 
 
1 Any oil tanker involved in STS operations shall carry on board a Plan prescribing 
how to conduct STS operations (STS operations Plan) not later than the date of the 
first annual, intermediate or renewal survey of the ship to be carried out on or  
after 1 January 2011.  Each oil tanker’s STS operations Plan shall be approved by the 
Administration.  The STS operations Plan shall be written in the working language of the 
ship. 
 
2 The STS operations Plan shall be developed taking into account the information 
contained in the best practice guidelines for STS operations identified by the 
Organization2.  The STS operations Plan may be incorporated into an existing Safety 
Management System required by chapter IX of the International Convention for the 
Safety of Life at Sea, 1974, as amended, if that requirement is applicable to the oil tanker 
in question. 
 
3 Any oil tanker subject to this chapter and engaged in STS operations shall comply 
with its STS operations Plan. 
 
4 The person in overall advisory control of STS operations shall be qualified to 
perform all relevant duties, taking into account the qualifications contained in the best 
practice guidelines for STS operations identified by the Organization3. 
 
5 Records4 of STS operations shall be retained on board for three years and 
be readily available for inspection by a Party to the present Convention.  
 
Regulation 42 
Notification 
 
1 Each oil tanker subject to this chapter that plans STS operations within the 
territorial sea, or the exclusive economic zone of a Party to the present Convention shall 
notify that Party not less than 48 hours in advance of the scheduled STS operations. 
Where, in an exceptional case, all of the information specified in paragraph 2 is not 
available not less than 48 hours in advance, the oil tanker discharging the oil cargo shall 
notify the Party to the present Convention, not less than 48 hours in advance that an 
STS operation will occur and the information specified in paragraph 2 shall be provided to 
the Party at the earliest opportunity.  

                                                 
2 IMO’s “Manual on Oil Pollution, Section I, Prevention” as amended, and the ICS and OCIMF “Ship-to-ship 

Transfer Guide, Petroleum”, fourth edition, 2005. 
3 IMO’s “Manual on Oil Pollution, Section I, Prevention” as amended, and the ICS and OCIMF “Ship-to-ship 

Transfer Guide, Petroleum”, fourth edition, 2005. 
4 Revised Annex I of MARPOL chapters 3 and 4 (resolution MEPC.117(52)); requirements for recording 

bunkering and oil cargo transfer operations in the Oil Record Book, and any records required by the 
STS operations Plan. 
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2 The notification specified in paragraph 1 of this regulation5 shall include at least 
the following:  
 

.1 name, flag, call sign, IMO Number and estimated time of arrival of the oil 
tankers involved in the STS operations; 

 
.2 date, time and geographical location at the commencement of the planned 

STS operations;  
 
.3 whether STS operations are to be conducted at anchor or underway; 
 
.4 oil type and quantity; 
 
.5 planned duration of the STS operations; 
 
.6 identification of STS operations service provider or person in overall 

advisory control and contact information; and 
 
.7 confirmation that the oil tanker has on board an STS operations Plan 

meeting the requirements of regulation 41. 
 
3 If the estimated time of arrival of an oil tanker at the location or area for the 
STS operations changes by more than six hours, the master, owner or agent of that oil tanker 
shall provide a revised estimated time of arrival to the Party to the present Convention specified 
in paragraph 1 of this regulation.” 
 
2 In the Record of Construction and Equipment for Oil Tankers, Form B, new section 8A is 

added as follows:  
 

“8A Ship-to-ship oil transfer operations at sea 
(regulation 41) 

 
8A.1 The oil tanker is provided with an STS operations Plan in compliance with 
regulation 41.” 

 
 

*** 
 

                                                 
5 The national operational contact point as listed in document MSC-MEPC.6/Circ.4 of 31 December 2007 or its 

subsequent amendments. 
 




