ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration: 1) Pegasus XL-Q, G-MWOQY
2) P&M Aviation QUIK GT450, G-CEGJ
No & Type of Engines: 1) 1 Rotax 462 HP piston engine
2) 1 Rotax 912 ULS piston engine
Year of Manufacture: 1) 1991 (Serial no: SW-WQ-0414)
2) 2007 (Serial no: 8234)
Date & Time (UTC): 19 November 2014 at 1400 hrs
Location: Sywell Aerodrome, Northamptonshire
Type of Flight: 1) Training
2) N/A
Persons on Board: 1) Crew -1 Passengers - None
2) Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Injuries: 1) Crew - None Passengers - None
2) Crew - None Passengers - None
Nature of Damage: 1) Noseleg bent, damage to left wing and
monopole
2) Damage to left wing, hangbracket and keel
tube
Commander’s Licence: 1) Private Pilot’s Licence
2) N/A
Commander’s Age: 1) 69 years
2) N/A
Commander’s Flying Experience: 1) 78 hours (of which 12 were on type)
Last 90 days - 4 hours
Last 28 days - 2 hours
2) N/A
Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the

pilot and telephone enquiry by the AAIB

The pilot had been asked by his instructor to start the engine of G-MWOY prior to his
arrival in preparation for an instructional session. The pilot strapped himself in the forward
seat and commenced pulls of the starter cord: after only a few attempts the engine started
and ran up to high power. The aircraft lurched forward, overpowering the foot brake
and the pilot found he could not close the throttle. In addition his gloved hand could not
operate the ignition switch in time to prevent the aircraft from striking G-CEGJ, which
was unoccupied and parked about 8 m away. GJ was spun round and tipped onto its left
wingtip whilst OY continued until it encountered a concrete sleeper bordering the car park,
the nosewheel bounced over it but the aircraft was brought to a halt when the mainwheels
contacted and the pilot finally managed to switch off the ignition.

The pilot reports that a kinked throttle cable, which he possibly damaged when he climbed
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into the aircraft, and a weak throttle return spring were probably responsible for the stuck
throttle. He noted that everything had appeared normal when he had started the engine
earlier in the day.

© Crown copyright 2015 32



