AAIB Bulletin: 12/2014

G-JDEE

EW/G2014/07/15

ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration:

Socata TB20 Trinidad, G-JDEE

No & Type of Engines:

1 Lycoming IO-540-C4D5D piston engine

Year of Manufacture:

1982 (Serial no: 333)

Date & Time (UTC):

16 July 2014 at 0645 hrs

Location:

North Moor Airstrip, Lincolnshire

Type of Flight:

Private

Persons on Board:

Crew - 1

Passengers - None

Injuries:

Crew - None

Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:

Damage to the left main landing gear, pilot foot
step and left wing

Commander’s Licence:

Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:

44 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:

194 hours (of which 76 were on type)
Last 90 days - 10 hours
Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the
pilot

The pilot reported that he was landing on Runway 27, a 550 m long grass runway. Conditions
were clear, with a 5 kt wind from the southwest; the grass was damp from overnight dew.
He had flown into North Moor twice before and was familiar with electricity cables on the
approach, 270 m from the runway threshold. He described his approach as slightly high over
the cables, which, when combined with a long flare, resulted in the aircraft touching down
about half way along the runway. The pilot commenced braking and, as he approached the
end of the runway, still braking, attempted to turn the aircraft. The aircraft started to skid and
the pilot straightened the aircraft to correct the skid. However, as the aircraft straightened
the left main landing gear collapsed and the aircraft stopped on the runway just beyond the
painted numbers designating Runway 09.
The pilot reported that the marks on the runway suggested that a skid of 10 to 20 m had
preceded the landing gear collapse. He commented that the grass was wetter than he had
realised and, with hindsight, he should have gone around as his margin for error was too
small.
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