


The report concludes that: 

The condition of the hull, tubes and outboard engine was not a causal or 
contributory factor to the accident. 

The steering system was in poor condition and in need of maintenance or 
replacement. 

The cause of the accident was the loss of a significant quantity of hydraulic oil from 
the steering system. 

The effects of loss of hydraulic oil, the introduction of air into the steering system 
and damaged non-return valve springs combined to cause a sudden uncontrolled 
movement of the outboard engine, with the result that the RIB lurched violently to 
port. 

An in-water test showed that the steering system functioned satisfactorily when it 
had been topped up with hydraulic oil. 

Cold water shock severely reduces a person’s ability to stay afloat, so the wearing 
of a lifejacket is essential to extend survival time and hence improve the chances of 
being rescued. 

It was essential for the father and his younger daughter to be rescued quickly 
before the debilitating symptoms of cold water shock took effect. Had any or all of a 
number of safety items been in place (kill cord, lifejackets and means of alerting 
others to an emergency), their chances of survival would have been greatly 
enhanced. 

Attendance on an RYA powerboat course would provide boat owners with the 
practical skills required for operating a RIB. It would also educate them on the 
safety issues relating to powerboats. 

Waterway authorities can assess the general risks caused by leisure craft activities, 
and they have the powers to put in place control measures to reduce those risks. 

This report recommends that: 

The RYA extensively promulgates the lessons learnt from this tragic accident, both 
to its instructors and trainees. 

The Waterway Authorities ensure that procedures are put in place to establish 
and/or regularly review the general risks posed by the various leisure activities on 
their waters, and identify and then implement appropriate control measures, if 
required, that will reduce such risks to an acceptable level. 

2 


