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SCARBOROUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
RISK ASSESSMENT 

& 
SAFE WORKING PROCEDURES FORM 

 
Department:  Port Services 
 
Section:   Whitby Harbour  

Assessment No:   25 
 
Assessment Date: 10 April 2008 

Task or Operation:  Leisure Vessel Operations 
 
Location:   Whitby 

Hazard(s):  Collision, Strong river flows, heavy seas at harbour entrance, trips and 
falls 

Risk: 
 
Collision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strong river flows 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Controls: 
 
All vessels comply with the 
requirements of the international 
collision regulations. 
 
Protocol in place for safe navigation 
within the port. 
 
Safe speed warning notices in place. 
 
Guidance literature to be given to 
launching craft and new customers. 
 
 
Warnings in navigational publications 
and on charts. 
 
Harbour staff will inspect moorings 
and alert owners if deficient. 
 
Warning notices to be erected at 
access to berths. 
 
Vessel should not attempt to 
manoeuvre during spate conditions. 
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Risk: 
 
Adverse sea conditions at entrance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Trips and Falls 

Controls: 
 
Weather forecast posted at Marina 
Office. 
 
Guidance literature to be given to 
launching craft. 
 
Marina Attendants and Harbour 
Watchkeepers to advise users. 
 
Vessels to monitor harbour radio 
channel VHF 11 for guidance. 
 
 
Berths checked regularly for defects. 
 
Non-slip surfacing provided where 
appropriate. 
 
Pontoons and accesses cleaned 
regularly. 
 
Escape ladders and safety equipment 
in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continue on separate sheet if necessary….
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Safe Working Procedures: 
 
See attached protocol agreed with harbour users. 
 
Weather forecasts will be displayed at the Marina Office. 
 
Guidance document will be handed to the persons in charge of launched craft. 
 
Navigation warnings will be posted and distributed in the event of works or defects 
affecting movement within the port. 
 
All vessels will comply with the requirements of the International Collision 
Regulations. 
 
All vessels should be operated in a careful and considerate manner. 
 
Harbour staff will advise on the requirements within the port and of any unusual 
circumstances. 
 
Harbour Watchkeeper on duty 24hrs a day.  They are assisted by a CCTV system 
which enables viewing of most the working areas of the harbour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This safe working procedure should be followed, however, variations may occur due 
to site location and/or conditions. 
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Personal Protective Equipment: 
The use of lifejackets is recommended when on the pontoons and accessing 
vessels. 
 
Work Equipment: 
Suitable footwear should be worn at all times. 
 
COSHH: 
Not applicable 
 
Manual Handling: 
Not applicable 
 
 
Training: 
Leisure users are recommended to undertake training for the use of radios, 
navigation and boat handling. 
 
Risk Remaining: 
Low as long as leisure users of the harbour take note of the guidance available. 
 
Risk Assessment Review Date: 
April 2009 
 
Any Other Comments & Notes: 
None 
 
Assessed by: Capt.W.Estill 
 
Date:  10 April 2008 

Approved By:  M.Willis 
 
Date: 10 April 2008 

 
On completion each Risk Assessment form should be filed with the safety records of 
the section.  
A copy of each Risk Assessment should be supplied to each work site and 
worker who carries out this Task or Operation, and a further copy forwarded 
to:  Alan Rose Corporate Health & Safety Officer Town Hall Scarborough 
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