
Annex A

Non UK Beneficially Owned Fishing Vessels -
Background to the Development of the Anglo/Spanish Fishing Fleet



Non UK Beneficially Owned Fishing Vessels – Background to the 
Development of the Anglo-Spanish Fleet 

 

At the end of 2006 the Spanish owned UK fishing fleet comprised 61 
vessels.  Most vessels fish within EC waters where they target shark 
species, hake, anglerfish and megrim.  However, some owners are active 
in looking for alternative fisheries in third country waters such as Brazil 
and Namibia.   

The first Spanish owned vessels joined the UK register in 1979/80 before 
Spain had joined the EU.  The fleet expanded after 1982/3 with the 
introduction of the Common Fisheries Policy which restricted Spain's 
access to its traditional fisheries and gave the UK access to quotas which 
Spanish vessels had traditionally targeted.   

There was initial resentment towards the sector, which resulted in Spanish 
owned vessels being removed from the sector under the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1988 and then a landmark European Court Judgment case 
called "Factortame" which established the precedence of EU law over UK 
law and saw the return of most of these vessels to the UK register.   

Since then, relations between the Spanish owned sector and other UK 
fishermen and UK Fisheries Administrations have steadily and 
significantly improved. Members of the Spanish owned sector are 
integrated into UK fishermen's organisations and have been active in 
resolving problems affecting other UK fishermen (e.g. shortage of VII 
nephrop quota for NI fishermen).  They provide valuable advice and help 
to Fisheries Administrations.   

Individual Spanish owned vessels provide benefits to the UK through 
compliance with the economic link, which they do either through landings 
into the UK or by quota contributions to the 10 metre and under fleet.  The 
latter has been invaluable in enabling inshore fisheries to be sustained.



Annex B

Declaration by the Captain on Sailing and translation
of Section 26 - Certificates and Other Documents (Shark)





GENERAL STATEMENT BY THE CAPTAIN

1. Name of the vessel
SHARK

2. Registration N°
A21134

3. Name of the captain

26. CERTIFICATES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS

The Captain of the aforementioned vessel also DECLARES that all the certificates and
documents which it is obligatory for the vessel to carry, in accordance with the SOLAS
74/78 and MARPOL 73/78 conventions and the Memorandum of Understanding on Port
State Control (MOU-PSC), and other certificates and documents which might be legally
required depending on the type or class of vessel are on board, in force and will be valid
until the date of arrival at the next port of destination.





Annex C

Translated version of the Safety Plan (Shark)
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Annex D

MCA Inspection Report dated 24 January 2008 (Shark)









Photographs showing damage to the cabins and alleyways (Shark)
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No 1 cabin looking forward

Damage to accommodation alleyway

Spirit bottles



Detachment of deckhead insulation in No 2 cabin

Chief engineer’s cabin - heat and smoke damage to television set and desk



Debris in No 2 cabin

Discharged fire extinguisher



Cross alleyway, port watertight door  - heat damaged seal



Outboard damage to No 2 cabin

Damage in No 3 cabin



Photographs showing damage to the domestic compartments,
fishing park and main deck (Shark)

Annex F



Blistering of paintwork on main deck

Conducted heat damage to after bulkhead in bathroom



Melted oil skin on accommodation alleyway / fish park watertight door

Galley smoke and heat damage





MCA booklet “Fishermen and Safety - A Guide to Safe Working 
Practices for Fishermen” pages 17,18,19 and 27
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Shark’s International Fishing Vessel Certificate dated 12 December 2004
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Memorandum of Understanding with the Spanish Administration  
(without checklists)
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Certificates of Equivalent Competency - Current Position
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Certificates of Equivalent Competency - Current Position 

Certificates of Equivalent Competency (CEC) were introduced by SI 1995 No. 
1428 which amended SI 1984 No. 1115 – The Fishing Vessel (Certification of 
Deck Officers and Engineer officers) Regulations 1984.  The 1995 regulations 
were introduced to ensure that officers serving in UK registered vessels were in 
possession of an equivalent Certificate of Competency (CoC) to those held by 
UK officers.   

The 1995 regulations enabled officers holding CoCs issued by the Belgian, 
Spanish, Dutch and the Republic of Ireland authorities to be automatically 
recognised for service in any position on a UK fishing vessel; provided that they 
held a valid CEC issued by the MCA.  

Marine Guidance Note (MGN) 220(F) laid out the CEC requirements, which 
included the need to provide evidence of competence of the English language. 
CEC applicants were also required to sit an examination to prove their 
knowledge of “UK Legal and Administrative Processes (UKLAP)”. 

Following a review of the CEC requirements, Marine Information Note (MIN) 242 
(M+F) removed the requirement for an applicant to provide evidence of his 
English language competence.  Instead, owners were required to ensure that at 
least one officer on board should be competent in the English language.   

It was against the criteria set out in the SIs and the MCA’s notices that surveyors 
carried out certificate checks during surveys and random inspections.  As a result 
of possible detentions, because of CEC non-compliance, a number of legal 
challenges were made against the validity of imposing the need for a CEC. This 
was because it had already been indicated at Annex 1 of MGN 220 (F) that the 
Belgian, Spanish, Dutch and the Republic of Ireland’s CoCs were equivalent to 
UK qualifications.  However, this caused confusion as the CoCs were only 
partially equivalent because the UKLAP requirement was not stated as an 
additional element for equivalency.  As a result of this confusion, the MCA issued 
instructions in October 2004 to its surveyors not to impose the CEC requirement.   

After legal consultation, the MCA had intended to issue a Merchant Shipping 
Notice (MSN) consolidating the relevant contents of MGN 220(F) and MIN 242 
(M+F).  However, in May 2005 a Ministerial Review of CEC requirements was 
also set in motion and, in July 2006, the CEC Working Group, Terms of 
Reference were approved.   Although the Review concentrated on merchant ship 
CEC applications the introduction of the MSN has been delayed as a result.   

The outcome of the Review is now imminent.  Once the outcome of the Review 
recommendations is known, the MSN will be reviewed, promulgated and 
instructions on CEC checks will be issued to surveyors.          

 



Non UK Beneficially Owned vessels - fleet composition, 1995 - 2007
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Marine Guidance Note 336(F) - Fishing Vessels - 
Overseas Management
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MARINE GUIDANCE NOTE

MGN 336 (F)

Fishing Vessels - Overseas Management
Notice to all Owners,Employers,Managers,Skippers and Crews of Fishing Vessels

This notice replaces MGN 255(F)

PLEASE NOTE:-
Where this document provides guidance on the law it should not be regarded as definitive.
The way the law applies to any particular case can vary according to circumstances - for
example, from vessel to vessel and you should consider seeking independent legal advice if
you are unsure of your own legal position.

Summary
This note:

• Identifies difficulties in managing fishing vessels operating outside familiar European
ports.

• advises owners and skippers to identify means for providing technical support,
ordering spares and carrying out repairs

1. Introduction/ Background

1.1 A Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) investigation found that a fishing vessel
operating from the west coast of Africa did not have access to adequate spares, technical
support and repair facilities.

1.2 The bilge pumping capability of the vessel became deficient and a petrol driven, portable
salvage pump was used as the only means of pumping bilges.  Sadly, this led to carbon
monoxide poisoning and death of one crew member whilst using the pump inside the
engine room. It was fortunate that more deaths did not occur when rescue attempts were
made (including the local rescue services).

2. Managing Fishing Vessels

2.1 Owners are reminded that the requirement for surveys; renewals, intermediates and
annuals where required, still stand regardless of where the vessel is deployed.

2.2  The day-to-day management of all fishing vessels is paramount to safety. Communication,
as in any other business, is vital and it is up to the crew and shore-side support to
communicate regularly and effectively.

2.3  All fishing vessels need to be well managed and this is particularly difficult to achieve for
vessels operating outside familiar European ports.  Some form of management system
should be adopted to monitor and assist such vessels.
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2.4 Management systems need not be “long-winded” affairs and simplicity is the key (a
term often used in management is “KIS” - Keep It Simple!”).

2.5 Owners and skippers operating (but not limited to) fishing vessels outside the
European regime should discuss and address the following items BEFORE the
operation commences:-

2.5.1 Control

• The owner should make provision for controlling the whole operation. 
Strategy, allocation of resources, action plans and correction of major 
deviations should be addressed.

• The authority of the skipper should be established with the owner, including
responsibility and accountability.

 
2.5.2 Monitoring

• The vessel’s Risk Assessment1 should be reviewed and updated as necessary.

• Effective means of monitoring the safety of the vessel should be identified. Rather
than relying entirely on the skipper, it may be prudent to visit the vessel at regular
intervals and independently assess items affecting safety.

• The owner should fully investigate the reason and action taken whenever the
vessel diverts for repair.

• Minor and major incidents affecting the safety of the vessel should be reported to
the owner and, when applicable, to the Marine Accident Investigation Branch
(MAIB) 2.

2.5.3 Communication

• All members of the crew should be made aware of, read and implement the
vessel’s risk assessments.  Procedures, written in “checklist format”, may assist
with this requirement.

• Items affecting safety should be reported by any crew member to the skipper
and/or owner.  Reporting should be actively encouraged.

• Regular agreed means of communication between the skipper and owner should
be established to address items affecting safety.

¹ It is a legal requirement that fishing vessels carry out a Risk Assessment, to identify and reduce associated hazards. Further
guidance may be found within MGN 20(M+F) and from SEAFISH.

² Requirements detailed in Statutory Instrument (SI) No.881 0f 2005 - The Merchant Shipping (Accident Reporting and
Investigation) Regulations, and MGN 289.
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2.5.4 Implementation

• Sufficient and suitably qualified crew should be appointed to the vessel.  All crew
members should have completed mandatory safety training courses (fire-fighting, first
aid, sea survival and safety awareness).

• Each crew member should be aware of, and practise, their specific duties in an
emergency. Drills should be carried out at regular intervals (at least monthly) and be
suitably recorded.

• Maintenance of the vessel and safety equipment should be carried out and reported
to the owner. The following points should be considered in particular:-

a) Repair Facilities
These may be lacking in remote ports.  Alternative means should be provided 
and may involve either:

i) the vessel diverting to a suitable port for repairs.

ii) a suitable repair company or agent travelling to the vessel to carry out 
repairs.

The appointment of a suitable ship’s agent (or “husband”) may be necessary to assist
with facilitating repairs.

b) Spare Gear
Additional spares (and associated tools) should be carried on vessels that do 
not have access to repair facilities; for example those for:

Bilge pumps
Cooling water pumps
Repair of pipe work (e.g. emergency repair kits)
Hydraulic equipment
Fuses/Circuit breaker parts

If the vessel is classed it should carry the minimum spares required by the
classification society.

c) Engine Spares
It is also recommended that vessels operating long-term in remote areas carry 
main and auxiliary engine spares on board; for example:-

Piston (including rings)
Connecting rod
Cylinder head (including valves)
Cylinder liner

The above lists are suggested spare parts and should not be considered exhaustive.

2.5.5 Safety Equipment

• Means of servicing safety equipment should be identified.  Service/supply agents for
fire extinguishers, liferafts, flares, EPIRBS etc. may be in short supply, but this does
not mean that they should be overlooked.
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• It is the responsibility of the owner and skipper to ensure that all life saving
apparatus, including liferafts, fire fighting equipment and radio equipment,
including EPIRBS, remain serviceable and in date for inspection.

• If service stations are not available in the intended area of operation, it may be
prudent to fully service and update safety equipment prior to departure.

More Information

Fishing and Code Vessels Safety Branch
Maritime and Coastguard Agency
Bay 2/05
Spring Place
105 Commercial Road
Southampton
SO15 1EG

Tel : +44 (0) 23 8032 9150
Fax : +44 (0) 23 8032 9161
e-mail: fishing@mcga.gov.uk

Fishing Helpline: 0845 601 4072

General Inquiries: 24 Hour Infoline
infoline@mcga.gov.uk
0870 600 6505

MCA Website Address:  www.mcga.gov.uk

File Ref: MS 007/008/1490

Published: December 2006

© Crown Copyright 2006

Safer Lives, Safer Ships, Cleaner Seas

Printed on material containing minimum 75% post-consumer waste paper





Hooktone Limited’s Fisherman’s Safety Training Memorandum 1/2007
dated 9 March 2007
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MAIB Safety Bulletin 1/2008, dated February 2008
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MAIB SAFETY BULLETIN 1/2008

Fire on board fishing vessel Shark

19 January 2008



MAIB SAFETY BULLETIN 1/2008

This document, containing an urgent safety recommendation, has been produced for 
marine safety purposes only, on the basis of information available to date.

The Merchant Shipping (Accident Reporting and Investigation) Regulations 2005 provide 
for the Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents to make recommendations at any time during 
the course of an investigation if, in his opinion, it is necessary or desirable to do so.

The Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) is carrying out an investigation into the 
fire on board the fishing vessel Shark which occurred on 19 January 2008. The MAIB will 
publish a full report on completion of the investigation.

Stephen Meyer
Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents

This bulletin is also available on our website: http://www.maib.gov.uk

Press Enquiries: 020 7944 6433/3387; out of hours: 020 7944 4292
Public Enquiries: 020 7944 3000

INTERNET ADDRESS FOR DFT PRESS NOTICES:
http://www.dft.gov.uk



BACKGROUND
At about 0600 on 19 January 2008, a fire broke out on board the UK registered fishing vessel 
Shark which at the time was engaged in long-line fishing approximately 60 miles north-west of 
Aran Isle. Initial attempts by the crew to fight the fire were hampered by a loss of fire-fighting water 
when electrical supplies were burnt through (Figure 1), and because the emergency fire pump was 
disabled.  There followed a period when the crew attempted to starve the fire of oxygen, however 
their efforts were again hampered because ventilators to the spaces where the fire was seated were 
seized and could not be closed off.  The emergency services were eventually called at 1240 and a 
lifeboat, rescue helicopter, patrol craft and the Irish naval patrol vessel L.E.Eithne responded.  The 
fire was eventually extinguished by a fire party from L.E.Eithne at 1947.  Shark was then escorted to 
Killibegs where she berthed the following afternoon.  Fortunately there were no injuries to the crew, 
however the accommodation of the vessel suffered extensive fire damage (Figure 2). The MAIB is 
conducting a full investigation into the accident, which will result in a published report.

ANALYSIS
Preliminary conclusions indicate that the fire started in one of the vessel’s crew cabins probably due 
to an electrical fault. The MAIB’s initial findings have highlighted the following areas of concern:

• The crew were all foreign nationals. The level of spoken English was very poor and the skipper 
and mate did not hold a valid Certificate of Equivalent Competency (CEC) issued by the 
Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA).

• None of the crew had completed the mandatory safety training courses, and emergency drills 
had never been conducted on board the vessel.

• Shark had been surveyed by an MCA surveyor in July 2004 but had not undergone her 
mandatory interim inspection, which became due in July 2006.

• In addition to the seized ventilation fire flaps and defective emergency fire pump described 
above, other fire protection and fire-fighting arrangements were very poor:  the bellows 
breathing apparatus had missing seals, the fire detection system was defective; the engine 
room CO2 system pipework was corroded, emergency remote quick closing valves were seized 
or inaccessible whilst, in the engine room, emergency quick closing valves were lashed open.

• Numerous domestic electrical appliances were left routinely powered up; electrical cables were 
draped over sharp edged, non-continuous bulkheads within the accommodation, with external 
and internal phase insulation found to be worn through.

Although registered in the United Kingdom, Shark is owned and controlled by interests domiciled in 
Spain. Licensed to fish in UK waters, the vessel operates primarily from La Coruňa, in northern Spain 
and calls only infrequently at UK ports to land fish. The MAIB is currently investigating accidents 
which recently occurred on a further two Spanish owned fishing vessels1. Early feedback from these 
investigations has also raised similar concerns. 

Data issued by DEFRA indicate there are 113 UK registered fishing vessels which are wholly or partly 
owned by foreign interests.  Of these, 61 are controlled by interests based in Spain.  The causes 
and circumstances of the fire on board Shark, and the accidents to two further Spanish owned, UK 
registered fishing vessels raises doubt not only over the safe operation and supervision of the three 
vessels concerned but, potentially, the entire foreign owned UK fishing fleet. The MAIB believes urgent 
action is required to verify the condition and operational safety of these vessels.

1 FV Royalist foundered 180m SW of Ireland on 23/1/08; FV Spinningdale grounded off St. Kilda on 1/2/08



 220 Volt electrical distribution box

Cabin damage

Figure 1

Figure 2



RECOMMENDATION
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency is recommended to:

2008/116 Review the survey status and manning arrangements of all foreign controlled UK 
fishing vessels to ensure:

• Required surveys and inspections have been completed.

• Crews hold appropriate qualifications, including CECs where required and have 
attended mandatory safety training courses.

Where doubt over the survey status and/or manning arrangements exists, 
implement an urgent programme of inspection to ensure:

• Manning of the vessel is appropriate, with crew holding required qualifications 
and having attended mandatory safety training courses

• The skipper/mate is able to communicate in English.

• The vessel is seaworthy, fire-fighting and life saving equipment is fitted and 
maintained to an appropriate standard.

• A programme of emergency drills is being conducted as required by the 
applicable regulations.

Issued February 2008



Hooktone Limited’s Memo to Owners 01/08 - Crew Arrangements
and Official Log Book, dated 19 February 2008
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Hooktone Limited’s Memo to Owners 02/08 -
Crew Training Certificates, dated 19 February 2008
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