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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  GROB G��5, G-BOPT

No & type of Engines:  �  Lycom�ng O-235-H2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �988 

Date & Time (UTC):  26 July 2006 at �350 hrs

Location:  Barton Aerodrome, Manchester

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Nose land�ng gear collapse and propeller damage

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  77 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  22,000 hours (of wh�ch 34 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 5 hours
 Last 28 days - 5 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Following a training flight, the student pilot carried out 
a land�ng on Runway 27L.  The land�ng was heavy, 
result�ng �n several bounces and an eventual collapse of 
the nosewheel.  The commander assessed that the student 
p�lot had rounded out too h�gh, result�ng �n the a�rcraft 
s�nk�ng and the subsequent hard land�ng and bounce.

History of the flight

The �nstructor (commander) was convert�ng the student 
p�lot onto the GROB ��5.  The student was �n the m�ddle 
of a flight instructor course, having already gained a 
commercial pilot’s licence.  The training flight had been 
without incident and the student pilot flew the aircraft 
back to Barton to cont�nue some tra�n�ng �n the c�rcu�t.

The student flew the approach to Runway 27L; initially 

he was h�gh but he corrected th�s error.  The a�rcraft then 

landed heav�ly, on all three land�ng gears, and bounced.  

It then bounced aga�n, after wh�ch �t yawed and rolled 

to the left.  The commander took control, dur�ng wh�ch 

the nosewheel collapsed and the propeller struck the 

ground.  The aircraft finally came to rest to the left of the 

runway.  Both occupants were un�njured and ex�ted the 

a�rcraft normally.

The �nstructor assessed that the student p�lot rounded 
out too h�gh, result�ng �n the a�rcraft s�nk�ng and the 
subsequent hard land�ng and bounce.  The �nstructor 
added, as a personal comment, that he was concerned 
about the land�ng techn�que of some p�lots, accustomed 
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to flying light aircraft onto long paved runways.  The 
ava�lab�l�ty of long paved land�ng surfaces seemed to 
encourage h�gher approach speeds and p�lots would 
allow th�s excess speed to d�ss�pate by clos�ng the throttle 

earl�er than would normally be expected.  Th�s resulted 
�n them adopt�ng a land�ng techn�que unsu�table for 
shorter grass runways, such as those �n use at Barton.




