No: 7/92

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:

Year of Manufacture:

Date & Time (UTC):

Location:

Type of Flight:

Persons on Board:

Injuries:

Nature of Damage:
Commander's Licence:

Commander's Age:

Ref:

EW/G92/05/07

Cessna T303 Crusader, G-BPZV

2 Continental TSIO-520-AE piston engines
1981

1 May 1992 at 1754 hrs

In the English Channel, 15 miles SE of Torquay

Private
Crew - 1 Passengers - 1
Crew - None Passengers - None

Aircraft damaged during ditching, then sank
Private Pilot's Licence with IMC and Night ratings
40 years

Category: 1b

756 hours (of which 77 were on type)
Last 90 days - 22 hours
Last 28 days - 13 hours

Commander's Flying Experience:

Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

The aircraft had departed Exeter on a flight to Guernsey when, during the climb to FL.35, a slight smell
of fumes was noticed in the cockpit. By the time the aircraft had passed SKERRY, by some four to
five nm, smoke was seen coming from under the right hand instrument panel. The pilot asked the
passenger to investigate the source, but he reported that he could see no burning. The pilot then
informed Jersey control of their situation and advised that he was returning direct to Start Point, the
nearest land on the coast. After changing to Exeter Radar, the pilot initiated a descent in case an
immediate ditching should prove necessary, and briefed his passenger to don a life-jacket. He also
directed the passenger to sit at the rear of the cabin, adjacent to the door, so that he would be ready to
deploy the life-raft through the upper half of the door if they had to ditch. As the density of the smoke
and fumes increased, the pilot elected to carry out a controlled ditching, fearing that if he tried to reach
the coast he would be overcome by the fumes. However, he stated that he was reluctant to open the
cabin air vents in case this escalated any hidden fire, and he did not turn off the master switch since he
required the radios to maintain contact with Exeter Radar.
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The pilot transmitted a Mayday call, giving a full position report, and at 200 feet ams] he shut down
both engines and feathered the propellers. He estimated the sea-swell was between eight and ten feet
but, since a strong wind was blowing (20 kt), he decided to land into-wind. The aircraft contacted the
water at approximately 70 kt, plunging into a swell which generated an impact which the pilot later
described as ‘tremendous’. The aircraft, however, floated for some one and a half minutes before
sinking, enabling both occupants to safely escape from the rear door. The pilot reported that, once in
the water, it took them an estimated 20 minutes to get the life-raft inflated, but their life-jackets
provided adequate support during this period. Although the pilot advised that flares and a handheld
radio were being carried on board the aircraft, these were lost during the ditching. After approximately
45 minutes, an SAR helicopter from RAF Chivenor arrived on scene, recovered both survivors, and
took them to hospital in Exeter. The pilot, who was wearing a lap and diagonal restraint, and the
passenger, who was wearing only a lap strap, were largely uninjured.

Since the aircraft was not recovered, it was not possible to establish the source of the smoke which
issued from below the right instrument panel. The last maintenance carried out on the aircraft, which
was certificated in the Private Category, was an Annual Check on the 24 December 1991.
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