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 AAIB Bulletin: 2/2008 G-OBIL EW/G2007/07/07 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Rob�nson R22 Beta, G-OBIL

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-320-B2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �988

Date & Time (UTC):  �8 July 2007 at �0�3 hrs

Location:  Peterborough (Conington) Airfield, Cambridgeshire

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Severe damage to ta�l rotor and ma�n frame d�stort�on

Commander’s Licence:  Student P�lot

Commander’s Age:  39 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  68 hours (of wh�ch 32 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 35 hours
 Last 28 days - 33 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and further enqu�r�es by the AAIB

Synopsis

The student p�lot was complet�ng h�s after-start checks 
�n G-OBIL on the concrete apron at Peterborough 
(Conington) Airfield, Cambridgeshire.  As he 
�ncreased the rotor rpm the a�rcraft started to rotate 
ant�-clockw�se.  The a�rcraft cont�nued to rotate across 
the ground for approx�mately s�x revolut�ons before 
the ta�l rotor h�t the grass and the a�rcraft came to rest.  
The p�lot had left pedal appl�ed as he �ncreased the 
rotor rpm.

History of the flight

The student p�lot had been br�efed by h�s �nstructor 
for a v�sual c�rcu�t deta�l at Peterborough (Con�ngton) 
Airfield, Cambridgeshire.  His instructor planned to 

jo�n h�m �n the a�rcraft after he had started the eng�ne.  

The a�rcraft was pos�t�oned on the dry concrete apron 

fac�ng south and the w�nd was 2�0º/�2 kt.

The �n�t�al �nter�or and eng�ne start-up checks were 

completed normally �nclud�ng sw�tch�ng the rotor 

rpm governor ON when the eng�ne rpm was less 

than 80%.  As the student �ncreased the rotor rpm to 

�04% the a�rcraft started to rotate ant�-clockw�se.  He 

�mmed�ately closed the throttle and the rpm �n�t�ally 

dropped before qu�ckly r�s�ng back to �04%.  The 

aircraft continued to rotate for five or six revolutions 

across the ground before the ta�l rotor h�t the grass and 

broke; the aircraft then stopped rotating.  Throughout 
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the rotat�ons the collect�ve rema�ned �n the fully 
lowered pos�t�on.  The p�lot shut down the a�rcraft and 
vacated normally.

Rotor rpm governor

The governor �s des�gned to ma�nta�n the rotor rpm 
between 97 and �04%.  It ach�eves th�s by mechan�cally 
open�ng and clos�ng the throttle and �s only act�ve 
when the eng�ne �s runn�ng at more than 80% rpm.  If 
the p�lot closes the throttle w�th the governor act�ve 
(overr�d�ng the governor) and then releases or relaxes 

h�s hold on the throttle, the governor w�ll re-open the 
throttle �n a b�d to restore the rotor rpm to �04%.

Pilot’s comments

The p�lot stated that he �nadvertently appl�ed left 
rudder pedal as he opened the throttle, thereby plac�ng 
an ant�-clockw�se turn�ng force onto the a�rcraft.  As 
the a�rcraft began to rotate he d�d not cons�der apply�ng 
oppos�te pedal because he was concentrat�ng on 
keep�ng the a�rcraft upr�ght and clos�ng the throttle.


