McDonnell Douglas MD90, SE-DMG

AAIB Bulletin No: 5/99 Ref: EW/G99/02/05 Category: 1.1
Aircraft Type and Registration: McDonnell Douglas MD90, SE-DMG

No & Type of Engines: 2 IAE V2525-D5 turbofan engines
Year of Manufacture: 1996

Date & Time (UTC): 4 February 1999 at 0934 hrs
Location: London Heathrow Airport

Type of Flight: Public Transport

Persons on Board: Crew - 3 - Passengers - 83
Injuries: Crew - None - Passengers - None
Nature of Damage: 2 runway centreline lights damaged
Commander's Licence: Airline Transport Pilot's Licence
Commander's Age: 53 years

Commander's Flying Experience: (not reported)

Information Source: Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

On approach to Heathrow, the green indication lights for the landing gear 'down and locked' were
obtained for the right and nose landing gears, but not for the left main landing gear. Re-cycling the
landing gear failed to achieve a green indication for the left main gear. After carrying out a go-
around, the crew reviewed the situation and decided that the problem was most probably associated
with an indication fault.

They consulted the Emergency Checklist and then lowered the landing gear using the emergency
system. However, use of the emergency 'blow-down' system leaves the main landing gear doors in
their fully open positions, since no hydraulic pressure is then available to close the doors after the
legs have extended. With the gear doors hanging open, the lower edges can contact the runway; for
this reason the affected part of each door is fitted with a steel skid plate, to prevent contact induced
abrasion damage to the doors. During the subsequent landing on Runway 27R, two runway
centreline lights were damaged as a result of contact with the open landing gear doors, and an
associated score mark was left in the tarmac.

After the passengers had departed from the aircraft at the gate, engineering staff confirmed the
presence of an indication system fault which had affected both green indicator lights serving the
left main gear.
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