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Figure 1
A300 and Chinook tracks

Radiotelephony

CAP 413, the ‘Radiotelephony Manual’, contains
both the civilian and military RT terminology to be
used when communicating on the radio. The term
‘Climb-out Restriction’ is not included in either the
civilian or military sections. It does appear in other
military documents but these are not available to

civilian pilots.

CAP 413, Chapter 4, page 8, paragraph 1.7.10, states:

‘Local departure instructions may be given prior
to the take-off clearance.  Such instructions
are normally given to ensure separation
between aircraft operating in the vicinity of the

aerodrome.’

It then gives an example of the phraseology to be used in

relation to altitude restriction which is:

‘Climb to altitude 6000 feet.’

CAP 413 sets out the requirement for certain information
to be included on initial contact with the controller during

an instrument departure. The text is set out below:

‘1.4 Initial Call — IFR flights
1.4.1 Format of Initial Calls

Pilots of aircraft flying Instrument Departures
(including those outside controlled airspace)
shall include the following information on initial

contact with the first en-route ATS Unit.
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altitude (allotted altitude) feet’. The following Safety

Recommendation is therefore made:

Safety Recommendation 2012-007

It is recommended that the Ministry of Defence ensure
that standardised phraseology is used in accordance
with the Civil Aviation Publication (CAP) 413:
Radiotelephony Manual.

Conclusions

The Airprox occurred due to the misunderstanding by

the A300 crew of the meaning of the ATC instruction

‘CLIMB OUT RESTRICTION TWO THOUSAND TWO
HUNDRED FEET’, which they took to mean the runway
length reduction when making an intersection departure
from holding point Echo. They therefore did not change
their selected target altitude from 8,000 ft to the required
2,200 ft. Contributory factors were that this phrase was
not standard RT phraseology and the A300 crew omitted
to provide their departure information on initial contact

with the approach controller.
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