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 AAIB Bulletin: 4/2007 G-TORC EW/G2007/02/02 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-28R-200, G-TORC

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IO-360-C�C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �974 

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 February 2007 at �3�5 hrs

Location:  Sandown Airfield, Isle of Wight

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - 3

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Nose wheel collapsed, propeller damaged, and eng�ne 
shock loaded

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  60 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  238 hours (of wh�ch 64 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �� hours
 Last 28 days -   6 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot, 
and MOR report submitted by the airfield operator

Synopsis

After touch�ng down on a soft area of the runway, the 
a�rcraft veered to the left and ground looped through 90º.  
In do�ng so, the nose land�ng gear collapsed.

History of the flight

Upon arrival at Sandown after a cross-country flight 
from Old Sarum, the p�lot of G-TORC was asked to land 
on the left s�de of Runway 05 due to part of the surface 
be�ng soft.

Dur�ng the a�rcraft’s approach, the A�r/Ground rad�o 
operator at the airfield reported that it appeared a little 
h�gh and thought that �t m�ght be overshoot�ng s�nce a 
a m�crol�ght a�rcraft wh�ch had landed ahead was just 

clear�ng the runway.  However, G-TORC touched down 
about 250 m beyond the 05 threshold and then started to 
veer to the left.  Desp�te the p�lot’s appl�cat�on of r�ght 
rudder, the a�rcraft entered some rough ground on the 
left s�de of the runway.  Here �t ground looped through 
90º to the left, before com�ng to rest just off the s�de of 
the runway, w�th �ts nose land�ng gear collapsed.  After 
mak�ng the a�rcraft safe, all four occupants, none of 
whom was hurt, vacated the a�rcraft.

The p�lot attr�buted the loss of d�rect�onal control to the 
a�rcraft encounter�ng a comb�nat�on of soft ground and a 
deep rut dur�ng the land�ng roll.


