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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Rob�nson R22 Beta, G-OHSL

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-320-B2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �989 

Date & Time (UTC):  8 August 2006 at �200 hrs

Location:  Blackpool A�rport

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Ta�l rotor damage

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  40 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  ��7 hours (of wh�ch �04 were on type)
 Last 90 days - N/K
 Last 28 days - 4 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Wh�lst land�ng �n the lee of a hangar at Blackpool 
Aerodrome, the hel�copter was caught by a gust of w�nd, 
caus�ng the ta�l rotor to str�ke the ground.

History of the flight

Following an uneventful cross-country flight, the pilot 
obta�ned land�ng clearance from Blackpool A�rport and 
was �nformed the w�nd was 250/��kt.  He brought the 
helicopter to a hover and was requested to briefly hold 
pos�t�on �n order to g�ve way to a l�ght a�rcraft.  He was 
then �nstructed to land �n front of a hangar on the apron 
and call for fuel.  Wh�lst �n a stable hover �n front of 
the hangar, and �n the process of lower�ng the collect�ve 
lever, the p�lot reported that a sudden gust of w�nd 

caused h�m to overcompensate on the cycl�c control, 

w�th the result that the ta�l rotor struck the ground.  The 

hel�copter then spun round, mak�ng approx�mately two 

revolut�ons, before com�ng to rest on �ts sk�ds.  The p�lot 

shut down the a�rcraft and, after ex�t�ng, noted that the 

ta�l rotor was damaged, w�th o�l leak�ng from the ta�l 

rotor gearbox.  

The hel�copter stand �n quest�on was located 

�mmed�ately to the east of the hangar and the tra�n�ng 

manager of the hel�copter operat�ng company was 

concerned as to �ts su�tab�l�ty for l�ght hel�copters 

dur�ng land�ng when the w�nd was from the west.  

Telephone �nqu�r�es were made of two of the hel�copter 



�32©  Crown copyr�ght 2006

 AAIB Bulletin: 11/2006 G-OHSL EW/G2006/08/10 

operators at the airfield who, whilst agreeing that 
turbulence could be exper�enced �n close prox�m�ty 
to the hangar, stated that there was no ev�dence to 
suggest it was significantly worse than elsewhere.  

In an unrelated move, the airfield operators are currently 
reorgan�s�ng some of the fac�l�t�es as part of an expans�on 
of operat�ons.  Th�s has resulted �n the ‘H’ marks be�ng 
removed, w�th the�r new pos�t�ons yet to be dec�ded.  




