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 AAIB Bulletin: 9/2007 G-CAMB EW/G2007/04/26 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  AS355F2, Tw�n Squ�rrel, G-CAMB

No & Type of Engines:  2 All�son 250-C20F turboshaft eng�nes

Year of Manufacture:  �989 

Date & Time (UTC):  7 Apr�l 2007 at �225 hrs

Location:  Shobdon	Airfield,	Herefordshire

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew	-	1(Minor)	 Passengers	-	N/A

Nature of Damage:  Crease damage to forward end of ta�l boom

Commander’s Licence:  Commercial	Pilot’s	Licence

Commander’s Age:  59 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  4,372	hours	(of	which	1,190	were	on	type)
	 Last	90	days	-	39	hours
	 Last	28	days	-	25	hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the 
commander

Synopsis

Dur�ng type convers�on tra�n�ng, a rejected takeoff 
manoeuvre	resulted	in	a	hard	landing.

History of the flight

The	student	was	in	the	final	stages	of	type	conversion.		
A departure, w�th a s�mulated eng�ne fa�lure, was 
carried	out	with	the	intention	of	landing	straight	ahead.		
After s�mulat�ng the eng�ne fa�lure, the hel�copter was 
at approx�mately 8 ft agl when �t lost forward speed and 
developed	an	increased	rate	of	descent.		The	simulated	
failed	engine	was	immediately	restored	by	the	instructor.		
A sl�ght yaw developed and the hel�copter landed on 
the r�ght sk�d before bounc�ng from r�ght to left to r�ght 
and	 then	 settling	 onto	 both	 skids.	 	 The	 commander	
cons�dered the land�ng not to have been unduly hard 

and the exerc�se was cont�nued; a subsequent rejected 

takeoff be�ng accompl�shed before the hel�copter 

returned	to	its	dispersal.		The	damage	was	discovered	

during	the	post	flight	inspection.		The	instructor	suffered	

a	minor	injury	from	delayed	whiplash.	

Analysis

When	this	twin-engined	helicopter	takeoff	was	rejected,	

translat�onal l�ft was used to offset some of the reduced 

performance	 capability.	 	 As	 the	 speed	 decayed,	 the	

reduct�on �n translat�onal l�ft resulted �n the rema�n�ng 

engine	being	unable	to	provide	sufficient	torque	to	arrest	

the	rate	of	descent.		The	slight	yaw	the	crew	reported	was	

probably the add�t�onal torque effect of the s�mulated 

failed	engine	being	restored.


