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ACCIDENT 

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Luscombe	Silvaire	8E,	G-BVMD

No & type of Engines:  � Cont�nental Motors C90-�4F p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �947 

Date & Time (UTC):  28 July 2006 at �705 hrs

Location:  Great	Massingham	Airfield,	Norfolk

Type of Flight:  Private	

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Left w�ng t�p and propeller bent, left land�ng gear torn 
off and assoc�ated fuselage damage

Commander’s Licence:  Private	Pilot’s	Licence

Commander’s Age:  40 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �55 hours (of wh�ch �� were on type)
 Last 90 days - 6 hours
 Last 28 days -  � hour

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

After m�sread�ng the w�ndsock at Great Mass�ngham 

Airfield,	 the	 pilot	 landed	 downwind.	 	 During	 the	

subsequent ground roll, desp�te the appl�cat�on of 

corrective	rudder,	the	aircraft	veered	to	the	left.		The	pilot	

applied	heavy	right	wheel	braking	which,	together	with	

the a�rcraft’s h�gher groundspeed from the downw�nd 

land�ng, resulted �n a ground loop, caus�ng the left 

land�ng gear to collapse. 

History of the flight

Approaching	Great	Massingham	Airfield	from	the	south,	

the p�lot saw that the w�ndsock was exactly al�gned 

with	Runway	04/22	and	believed	 that	 it	 indicated	 the	

w�nd was from 220º; the w�nd on the day was recorded 

as	280º,	variable	to	040º	at	6	kt	and,	at	the	time	of	the	

acc�dent, was probably blow�ng from 040º.  The p�lot 

jo�ned the ‘downw�nd’ leg for a land�ng on Runway 22 

and, although the approach and �n�t�al touchdown were 

normal, the a�rcraft’s groundspeed appeared faster 

than expected.  Dur�ng the later stages of the ground 

roll,	 at	 approximately	 25	mph,	 the	 aircraft	 veered	 to	

the left.  The p�lot found he could not correct th�s by 

us�ng the rudder and attempted to stra�ghten the a�rcraft 

by apply�ng r�ght wheel brak�ng.  The a�rcraft ground 

looped to the r�ght, dur�ng wh�ch the left land�ng gear 

collapsed, result�ng �n damage to the left w�ng and 

propeller.		Both	occupants	were	uninjured	and	vacated	

the a�rcraft unass�sted.
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The p�lot attr�buted the acc�dent to land�ng downw�nd, 
which	 gave	 a	 higher	 than	 normal	 groundspeed,	 and	
overcompensating	 when	 applying	 the	 right	 wheel	
brake.




