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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  X’A�r R�00, G-CBPU

No & Type of Engines:  � BMW R�00RS p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2002 

Date & Time (UTC):  �7 December 2006 at ���5 hrs

Location:  5 m�les SE of Wellesbourne, Warw�cksh�re

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Moderate damage to nose wheel, left ma�nwheel and 
pod

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  47 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  280 hours (of wh�ch 268 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �8 hours
 Last 28 days -   4 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Follow�ng an eng�ne fa�lure, the p�lot carr�ed out a forced 

land�ng but the a�rcraft ran �nto a hedge at the end of the 

land�ng roll.

History of the flight

The X’A�r R�00 �s a three-ax�s m�crol�ght type.  On the 

second flight of the day, the pilot took off from Tatenhill 

Airfield for a flight to Long Marston Airfield.  The 

weather was good with a surface wind of 280º/10 kt.

After approx�mately an hour, w�th the a�rcraft level 

at �,800 ft amsl, the eng�ne power suddenly reduced 

by about 50%.  The p�lot declared a ‘MAYDAY’ and 

selected a suitable field for an emergency landing.  His 

options were limited and the most suitable field was at 

the top of a h�ll at an elevat�on of about 400 ft amsl.  

The p�lot used the eng�ne power ava�lable to pos�t�on 

G-CBPU for a land�ng �nto w�nd; he d�d not w�sh to 

reduce power to �dle as the a�rcraft has a h�gh s�nk rate 

at that power setting.  However on finals the engine 

stopped completely and the p�lot then found h�mself 

landing short of his target field.  He landed in the 

undershoot field but he was unable to stop the aircraft 

before it ran into a hedge dividing the two fields.

Shortly afterwards, a hel�copter arr�ved on the scene 

from a nearby aerodrome followed soon after by a pol�ce 

hel�copter.
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Subsequent investigation

The p�lot stated that the eng�ne rel�ed upon the alternator 
and battery to ma�nta�n correct operat�on of the eng�ne 
�gn�t�on, t�m�ng and fuel pump.  Dur�ng the subsequent 

investigation, he identified faults with the alternator that 
led to a low battery voltage wh�ch he had not�ced �n 
flight shortly before the engine lost power.  


