
83©  Crown copyright 2014

 AAIB Bulletin: 4/2014  G-FAIR EW/G2013/09/12

SERIOUS INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Socata TB10 Tobago, G-FAIR

No & Type of Engines:  1 Lycoming O-360-A1AD piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1981 (Serial no: 241) 

Date & Time (UTC):  23 September 2013 at 1010 hrs

Location:  Rayne Hall Farm, Braintree, Essex

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - 1

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Fire damage to engine and engine cowlings

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  71 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2,529 hours (of which 436 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 8 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the 
pilot

On the late downwind leg to land at Rayne Hall Farm, the pilot sensed that the engine was not 
running smoothly and had “missed a couple of beats”.  Carburettor heat had been applied, 
and he suspected carburettor ice might be responsible, so he executed a precautionary 
high approach.  A successful landing was carried out but, as the aircraft came to a halt on 
the runway, the engine stopped and smoke could be seen emerging from the upper engine 
cowling on the right side.  His passenger jumped out and could see a small fire coming 
from the underside of the cowling, which he quickly extinguished using the on-board fire 
extinguisher.

The cowlings were removed and a lot of sooting and fire damage could be seen.  On 
switching on the electrical fuel pump, fuel could be seen pouring from the underside of the 
carburettor.

The maintenance organisation visited the aircraft two days later and removed the carburettor, 
which they took back to their workshop for testing.  They were unable to reproduce the leak 
and a strip inspection did not find any defects.  They believe that a transient case of the float 
sticking may have caused overfuelling of the carburettor.


