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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�per PA-28-�8� Cherokee Archer II, G-BHZE

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-360-A4M p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �978 

Date & Time (UTC):  �6 Apr�l 2008 at ��40 hrs

Location:  White Waltham Airfield, Berkshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller, nose land�ng gear leg, forward 
fuselage underside, and firewall

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  42 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �88 hours (of wh�ch �66 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 4� hours
 Last 28 days - �4 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The a�rcraft bounced on touchdown and then bounced 
four more t�mes w�th �ncreas�ng sever�ty and �ncreas�ng 
nose-down att�tude.  The nose gear leg sheared on the 
fourth touchdown, and on the fifth and final touchdown 
the propeller and sp�nner dug �nto the ground br�ng�ng 
the a�rcraft to an abrupt stop.

History of the flight

The p�lot was carry�ng out c�rcu�ts at Wh�te Waltham 
us�ng Runway �� wh�ch has a grass surface of 
930 metres.  The weather cond�t�ons were good and 
there was a l�ght w�nd from approx�mately ��0º.  The 
pilot had already completed five or six touch‑and‑go 
land�ngs when the acc�dent occurred.  He was l�ned up 

on final approach at approximately 70 KIAS with full 
flap.  On passing the runway threshold he closed the 
throttle and initiated the flare by progressively applying 
back pressure on the yoke.  The aircraft floated down 
the runway for approx�mately �00 to 200 metres, then 
touched down on �ts ma�n gear and bounced back �nto 
the a�r.  The a�rcraft bounced aga�n dur�ng the second 
touchdown w�th �ncreased p�tch�ng, and then bounced 
three more times with increasing severity.  On the fifth 
touchdown the propeller and sp�nner h�t the ground, 
br�ng�ng the a�rcraft to an abrupt stop.  Th�s occurred 
because the nose gear leg had sheared.  The p�lot reported 
the acc�dent on the rad�o, turned off the electr�cs, shut 
off the fuel cock, and then ex�ted the a�rcraft.
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An eyew�tness to the acc�dent was pos�t�oned at the hold 
to Runway ��.  He reported that the approach appeared 
normal and then, on land�ng, the a�rcraft bounced 
approx�mately 3 to 4 feet back �nto the a�r.  He saw the 
nose lower and thought that the second touchdown was 
slightly nosewheel first and was followed by another 
bounce of 3 to 4 feet.  The nose att�tude then lowered 
considerably and a significant nosewheel‑first contact 
occurred on the th�rd touchdown.  The a�rcraft then 
bounced 6 to 8 feet.  After the fourth touchdown, wh�ch 
was also nosewheel first, he noticed damage to the nose 
gear leg.  The fifth, and final, touchdown resulted in the 
damaged gear leg d�gg�ng �nto the ground.

Pilot’s assessment of the cause

The p�lot could not recall w�th certa�nty the control 
�nputs he made after the �n�t�al bounce but he was 
certa�n that he kept the throttle closed.  He bel�eves that 

he applied back pressure on the yoke after the first and 
subsequent bounces �n an attempt to land back on the 
ma�n wheels.  He had always successfully recovered 
from bounced land�ngs �n the past us�ng th�s techn�que.  
He assumed that the sever�ty of subsequent bounces 
was caused by the nosewheel h�tt�ng before the ma�n 
wheels dur�ng the second touchdown, and he bel�eved 
that this was due to him applying insufficient back 
pressure on the yoke.

AAIB comment

D�fferent techn�ques are requ�red depend�ng upon the 
sever�ty of a bounce dur�ng land�ng.  Small to moderate 
�n�t�al bounces may be recoverable by appropr�ate 
technique where sufficient runway is available.  A 
good techn�que for deal�ng w�th a heavy bounce �s to 
go around.  


