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 AAIB Bulletin: 5/2008 G-BFGZ EW/G2008/02/03 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Re�ms Cessna FRA�50M Aerobat, G-BFGZ

No & Type of Engines:  � Cont�nental Motors Corp O-240-E p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �977 

Date & Time (UTC):  �0 February 2008 at ��40 hrs

Location:  Popham Airfield, Hampshire

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Collapsed nose leg, bent propeller and damaged cowl�ng

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  38 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  9,3�2 hours (of wh�ch 20 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 223 hours
 Last 28 days -   80 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The nose gear collapsed after land�ng.

History of the flight

The pilot, who was very experienced on large public 
transport a�rcraft, had recently returned to l�ght general 
av�at�on and had only 20 hours on type.  Popham �s an 
unlicensed, grass airfield with two runways: 08/26 and 
03/2�.  Follow�ng a normal approach to Runway 08, the 
a�rcraft landed and, dur�ng the decelerat�on, the a�rcraft 
bounced and the nose leg collapsed.  The airfield was 
operational again approximately 15 minutes after the 
accident, with no significant damage to the runway.  
The p�lot attr�buted the acc�dent to the uneven and soft 
runway surface.

Weather

The pilot reported the weather as being CAVOK with the 
w�nd calm.  Th�s concurs w�th an aftercast suppl�ed by 
the Met Office, in which the wind was estimated to be 
from �00º at 5 kt at the t�me of the acc�dent, and w�th no 
cloud below 25,000 ft.

AAIB comment

The p�lot was operat�ng �n a very d�fferent env�ronment 
from that wh�ch he encountered �n a�rl�ne operat�ons.  
His lack of recent experience with light general aviation 
a�rcraft, and h�s few hours on the a�rcraft type m�ght 
have been factors �n th�s acc�dent, part�cularly when 
the demands of grass field operations are taken into 
cons�derat�on.


