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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�tts S-2A Spec�al, G-ODDS

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng AEIO-360-A�E p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �980

Date & Time (UTC):  � August 2006 at �2�2 hrs

Location:  White Waltham Airfield, Maidenhead, Berkshire

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng

Persons on Board:  Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Propeller, left upper and lower w�ngs and eng�ne 
shockloaded

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  67 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  20,393 hours (of wh�ch �25 were on type)
 Last 90 days - ��2 hours
 Last 28 days -   47 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Wh�lst tax��ng to the fuel pumps, after an uneventful 
flight, the Pitts Special collided with a parked and 
unoccup�ed Cessna �50.

Background information

The ma�n a�rcraft park�ng area at Wh�te Waltham 
cons�sts of three numbered rows on the grass or�entated 
north-east/south-west.  Each row has a secur�ng cable 
runn�ng the length of �t to a marker board at the beg�nn�ng 
of �t.  L�ne One, the most southerly l�ne, extends out 
into the airfield more than Lines Two and Three by 
approx�mately 70 m.  At the t�me of the acc�dent there 
was a Cessna �50 parked at the end of L�ne One w�th a 
gap of 65 m between �t and the next a�rcraft.  There was 
no marker board at the beg�nn�ng of th�s l�ne.

History of the flight

The �nstructor, who was �n the rear of the a�rcraft, reported 

that he was tax��ng the ta�l-wheeled a�rcraft to the fuell�ng 

pumps after an uneventful aerobat�c �nstruct�onal sort�e.  

Whilst taxiing he was discussing the flight with the 

student, who was �n the front.  As the a�rcraft passed 

the first line of parked aircraft, Line Three, the student 

suddenly stopped talk�ng and the �nstructor not�ced her 

head was lowered; the instructor realised that she was 

feel�ng nauseous.

After the a�rcraft had passed past the second l�ne of 

parked a�rcraft, L�ne Two, the �nstructor was look�ng to 

the r�ght to see that he was clear of the L�ne Two marker 

board and to see �f the student was alr�ght.  He was also 

look�ng to see wh�ch s�de of the fuel pumps was clear 
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for h�s a�rcraft.  He was just about to stop the a�rcraft to 
see �f the student needed any ass�stance when she started 
talk�ng aga�n and sa�d she was feel�ng better.  At th�s 
moment the a�rcraft was approach�ng the th�rd l�ne of 
a�rcraft, L�ne One.

The �nstructor �ntended to turn sl�ghtly r�ght to tax� 
through the gap between the ma�n l�ne of parked a�rcraft 
and the Cessna �50 that was on the end of L�ne One.  At 
th�s po�nt he was predom�nately look�ng to the r�ght �n 
order to see the a�rcraft on h�s r�ght and h�s route to the 
pumps.  Almost �mmed�ately the P�tts Spec�al struck 
the Cessna �50 parked at the end of L�ne One.

Hav�ng shut down the eng�ne the �nstructor and student 
vacated the aircraft uninjured.  The airfield fire tender 
and eng�neers were qu�ckly �n attendance to offer 
ass�stance.

Damage assessment

The repa�r agency reported that the follow�ng damage was 
susta�ned as a result of th�s acc�dent.  The P�tts Spec�al 

susta�ned damage to �ts propeller, the left �nterplane strut, 
the left upper and lower w�ngs, and the p�tot head.  The 
eng�ne was shock-loaded when the propeller struck the 
w�ng.  The Cessna �50 susta�ned damage to the lead�ng 
edge of �ts left w�ng.  Its propeller was bent dur�ng the 
coll�s�on and so �ts eng�ne was also shock-loaded.

Discussion

In an open and frank report the �nstructor attr�buted 
the acc�dent to a comb�nat�on of c�rcumstances.  These 
�nclude: be�ng d�stracted by the student feel�ng unwell, 
be�ng sl�ghtly complacent w�th the tax� route, �nadequate 
lookout to the front and left, and L�ne One be�ng longer than 
the other l�nes.  He added that because the p�lot’s forward 
v�ew �n the P�tts Spec�al �s much obstructed, keep�ng a 
good lookout by weav�ng a ta�l-wheeled a�rcraft’s nose 
was the ma�n learn�ng po�nt.

S�nce th�s acc�dent the marker board at the beg�nn�ng of 
L�ne One has been replaced.




