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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: Yak �8T, HA-YAP

No & Type of Engines: � Vedenyev M�4P rad�al p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture: 2004

Date & Time (UTC): 8 Apr�l 2006 at �30� hrs

Location: Shoreham A�rport, West Sussex

Type of Flight: Pr�vate

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - 3

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage: None to HA-YAP; rudder damaged on G-CDEK

Commander’s Licence: Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age: 38 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: �77 hours (of wh�ch 33 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 4� hours
 Last 28 days - �9 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The Yak p�lot �nadvertently tax�ed h�s a�rcraft �nto the 
rear of another.

History of the flight

The p�lot of HA-YAP had tax�ed to the area of ‘K�’, the 
hold�ng po�nt for Runway 20 �n preparat�on for a takeoff 
from the grass runway.  He stopped the a�rcraft on a 
northerly head�ng and approx�mately 30 to 40 ft beh�nd 
another a�rcraft, a D�amond DA40, reg�stered G-CDEK 
wh�ch was awa�t�ng takeoff clearance.  The weather was 
good w�th a surface w�nd of 220º/ �7 kt.

In preparat�on for h�s eng�ne checks, the p�lot advanced 
the throttle w�th the �ntent�on of turn�ng the a�rcraft to 
the left �nto w�nd.  As HA-YAP started to move forward, 

the p�lot appl�ed full left rudder and brake.  However, 
the a�rcraft cont�nued to move slowly, d�rectly, forward.  
After �t had moved approx�mately �0 ft, the p�lot 
central�sed the rudder pedals, retarded the throttle and 
re-appl�ed full brake.  Desp�te th�s, the a�rcraft cont�nued 
to move slowly forward towards G-CDEK.  The p�lot of 
HA-YAP cons�dered that a coll�s�on was �mm�nent and 
sw�tched off the eng�ne magnetos.  The eng�ne stopped 
but the a�rcraft cont�nued to move forward very slowly 
and contacted the rear of G-CDEK.

Damage assessments

Follow�ng the coll�s�on, both a�rcraft returned to the 

park�ng area.  G-CDEK had susta�ned damage to �ts 

rudder wh�ch had to be replaced.  There was no �nd�cat�on 
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of any damage to HA-YAP but the p�lot contacted 
another member of the a�rcraft own�ng synd�cate who 
was a qualified aircraft engineer.  It was then agreed 
that, w�th no �nd�cat�on of damage, the p�lot should do 
an engine ground run before flight; this was successfully 
completed.  A subsequent inspection confirmed that the 
a�rcraft was undamaged.

Causal factors

In�t�ally, the p�lot of HA-YAP thought that he had 
exper�enced a brake fa�lure.  However, he later checked 

the brake system and confirmed that it was serviceable.  

The a�rcraft has a non-steerable castor�ng nosewheel 

and pneumat�c brakes operated by a lever on the control 

wheel.  To obta�n full brak�ng effect�veness, the rudder 

must be central�sed.  In the coll�s�on, the p�lot cons�dered 

that the lack of brak�ng may have resulted from the 

rudder pedals not be�ng central�sed due to a comb�nat�on 

of the crossw�nd and a sl�ght slope at ‘K�’.  He also 

acknowledged that the “pressure of the moment” may 

have been a factor �n h�m not ensur�ng that the rudder 

pedals were central.


