
�62©  Crown copyr�ght 2008

 AAIB Bulletin: 8/2008 G-CBGI EW/G2008/05/16 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Streak Shadow, G-CBGI

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 582 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2006 

Date & Time (UTC):  9 May 2008 at 20�5 hrs

Location:  Wellow Lane, H�nton Charterhouse, Somerset

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - � (Ser�ous) Passengers - � (M�nor)

Nature of Damage:  Severe a�rframe damage

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  67 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �24 hours (of wh�ch �0� were on type)
 Last 90 days - 6 hours
 Last 28 days - 6 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

In attempt�ng to make a precaut�onary land�ng due to 
rap�dly deter�orat�ng weather cond�t�ons and fa�l�ng l�ght, 
the pilot flared high and landed heavily.  The aircraft 
cartwheeled and came to rest �n an �nverted att�tude.  

History of the flight

The a�rcraft departed a farm str�p at Wadsw�ck, close 
to Corsham, at approximately 1905 hrs for a flight to 
Glastonbury and back, the p�lot hav�ng rev�ewed the 
weather at the Met Office website at around 1630 hrs.  The 
flight was uneventful until the aircraft passed Radstock 
on the return leg, wh�lst follow�ng a north-easterly 
course.  W�th approx�mately �2 m�les to run, the p�lot 
saw a flash of lightning ahead, together with a very 
dark sky and heavy ra�n.  He dec�ded to turn the a�rcraft 

to the south and make a precaut�onary land�ng.  After 
a few minutes he selected a suitable field to the south 
of the v�llage of H�nton Charterhouse and planned the 
circuit.  Downwind, base leg and final approach were 
conducted w�thout any problems; however, the l�ght had 
suddenly deter�orated due to the nearby storm clouds, 
and this resulted in the pilot flaring the aircraft too high.  
The p�lot became aware of a hedge “loom�ng up” as the 
aircraft had by now flown a little too deeply in to the 
field.  It struck the ground heavily and cartwheeled before 
com�ng to rest �n an �nverted att�tude.  The passenger 
susta�ned only m�nor �njur�es and ex�ted the wreckage 
of the aircraft without difficulty.  He then assisted the 
p�lot, who rece�ved chest �njur�es, to vacate the a�rcraft 
v�a the broken canopy.  The emergency serv�ces arr�ved 
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promptly after be�ng summoned us�ng the p�lot’s mob�le 

telephone.  

In rev�ew�ng the c�rcumstances of the acc�dent, the p�lot 

cons�dered that there were three contr�butory factors.  

These were the sudden onset of the thunderstorm, 
the consequent poor l�ght, mak�ng judgement of the 
a�rcraft’s he�ght above the ground dur�ng the land�ng 
flare difficult and, as a result, a heavy landing resulting 
�n the cartwheel.  


