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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Oldfield Baby Lakes, G‑BTZL

No & Type of Engines:  � Cont�nental C85-�2F p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �986

Date & Time (UTC):  �2 July 2007 at �3�5 hrs

Location:  Welshpool A�rport

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew - � Passengers - N/A

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to top wing, propeller, engine and tail fin

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  59 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  844 hours (of wh�ch 0 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �2 hours
 Last 28 days -   4 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Shortly after land�ng, the ta�l of the a�rcraft l�fted and �t 

nosed over.  The p�lot stated that he e�ther �nadvertently 

appl�ed the brakes or released the elevator back-pressure 

dur�ng the land�ng roll.  Another factor was h�s lack of 

recent exper�ence of ‘ta�ldragger’ a�rcraft, hav�ng last 

flown them in the 1970s.

History of the flight

The accident flight was the first time the pilot had flown 

a Baby Lakes, wh�ch �s a s�ngle-seat ta�ldragger b�plane.  

He had last flown a taildragger in the 1970s, with his 

recent flying experience being mainly on Cessna 150 

‘nosewheel’ a�rcraft.

Prior to the flight he had spent some time carrying out 

h�gh-speed tax� runs �n G-BTZL to ga�n a feel for the 

a�rcraft’s handl�ng character�st�cs on the ground.  He 

also obta�ned gu�dance on the a�rcraft’s handl�ng and 

operat�on from the prev�ous owner.

The intention of the flight was to carry out upper 

a�rwork �n the local area before return�ng to Welshpool.  

The takeoff, subsequent upper a�rwork and handl�ng 

were uneventful.  On approach�ng Welshpool, the p�lot 

�n�t�ally dec�ded to carry out an approach followed by 

a go-around to fam�l�ar�se h�mself w�th the a�rcraft’s 

handl�ng.  He accompl�shed th�s w�thout �nc�dent.

The p�lot then carr�ed out a c�rcu�t and approached 

Runway 22 for a normal land�ng; the w�nd was reported 
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as be�ng from 240º at 8 kt.  Shortly after touchdown, 
and dur�ng the land�ng roll, the ta�l l�fted and the a�rcraft 
nosed over, before finally coming to rest inverted on the 
runway.  The p�lot was wear�ng a full harness and was 
un�njured; he was able to release h�mself and crawl out 
from underneath the a�rcraft.  Although there was fuel 
leaking, there was no fire.

G‑BTZL was fitted with heel brakes and the pilot later 
stated that �t was poss�ble that dur�ng the land�ng roll, 
and wh�lst he was operat�ng the rudder pedals, he 
�nadvertently appl�ed the brakes.  He also stated that �t 
was poss�ble that he released the elevator back-pressure 
dur�ng the land�ng roll.  A factor �n th�s acc�dent was h�s 
lack of recent exper�ence on ta�ldragger a�rcraft.


