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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cessna �52, G-BGIB

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-235-L2C p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �979 

Date & Time (UTC):  �9 September 2007 at �547 hrs

Location:  Redhill Airfield, Surrey

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - �      Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Nosewheel fork detached from gear leg;  damage to nose 
gear leg and surround�ng structure; eng�ne shock-loaded 
and propeller bent

Commander’s Licence:  Student

Commander’s Age:  48

Commander’s Flying Experience:  ��� hours (of wh�ch ��� were on type)
 Last 90 days - 36 hours
 Last 28 days - 2� hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

A student p�lot, w�th only seven hours of solo exper�ence 
was attempt�ng to land �n gusty cond�t�ons.  The a�rcraft 
bounced tw�ce, and the nose gear fork and nosewheel 
became detached.  

History of the flight

The student p�lot had completed seven hours of solo 
training.  He arrived at the airfield and, after discussing 
w�th h�s �nstructor, he wa�ted unt�l the �450 hrs Automat�c 
Term�nal Informat�on System broadcast before us�ng 
that �nformat�on to dec�de whether or not the cond�t�ons 
were too gusty to fly.  The instructor’s brief to the student 
�ncluded deal�ng w�th the gusty cond�t�ons, and how to 
deal w�th bounc�ng dur�ng land�ng.

The pilot decided he would fly, but if the conditions 
proved too difficult he would land after the first circuit.  
The p�lot proceeded to complete s�x ‘touch-and-goes’ 
w�thout �nc�dent.  The seventh approach was normal; 
the a�rcraft was l�ned up for Runway 26R, two stages 
of flap were selected and the speed was 65 kt as the 
aircraft crossed the airfield boundary.  During the flare 
the a�rcraft lost he�ght and bounced tw�ce on the runway, 
and the nose fork became detached before the p�lot could 
apply power.  The nose gear leg dug �nto the grass and 
the a�rcraft came to a stop on the runway ahead of the 
�ntersect�on w�th Runway �8/36.  The p�lot was unhurt, 
and he vacated the a�rcraft normally. 
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Weather

The actual weather at the t�me of the acc�dent agreed 
w�th the forecast.  V�s�b�l�ty was good, �t was dry, and 
the w�nd was from 240º at �5 kt.  However, the w�nd was 
var�able �n strength, and the d�rect�on was vary�ng from 
�90º to 270º.

Discussion

The p�lot was br�efed about the gusty cond�t�ons, 
however �t appears that the a�rcraft encountered a gust 
too severe for h�s level of exper�ence.


