AAIB Bulletin: 3/2012

G-BJIV

EW/G2011/08/24

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:
No & Type of Engines:
Year of Manufacture:
Date & Time (UTC):
Location:

Type of Flight:

Persons on Board:
Injuries:

Nature of Damage:
Commander’s Licence:
Commander’s Age:

Commander’s Flying Experience:

Information Source:

The aircraft was being used as a glider tug. During
the takeoff run for an aero-tow it experienced a failure
within the right landing gear, causing the right wingtip
to contact the ground. The pilot released the tow and
shut down the engine to avoid damage to the propeller.
The aircraft then turned through approximately 270°
to the right before coming to rest with no further

damage.

It was found that a steel bracket reacting the right gear

bungee loads had developed a concealed crack, causing

Piper PA-18-150 (Modified) Super Cub, G-BJIV

1 Lycoming O-360-A3A piston engine

1965

30 August 2011 at 0950 hrs

Yorkshire Gliding Club, Sutton Bank, North Yorkshire
Private
Crew - 1 Passengers - None
Crew - None Passengers - N/A
Landing gear bracket fractured

National Private Pilot’s Licence

29 years

934 hours (of which 400 were on type)
Last 90 days - 44 hours

Last 28 days - 29 hours

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot
and subsequent AAIB enquiries

the bracket to fail, thereby unloading the bungee and

allowing the wheel attachment to migrate upwards.

On this aircraft type each main landing gear is equipped
with a cable to carry the normal suspension loads should
a bungee failure occur. On this occasion, the cable on
the right gear unit functioned as designed and was able
to carry the support loads following the bracket failure.
This limited the wheel travel and prevented extensive
damage to the aircraft. It did not, however, prevent the

wingtip from contacting the ground.
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