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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Rockwell Commander ��2, G-BDLT

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng IO-360-C�D6 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �975 

Date & Time (UTC):  �6 May 2007 at �525 hrs

Location:  Exeter A�rport, Devon

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - 2

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to nose cowl�ng, exhaust and propeller, both 
steps worn down

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  58 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  87� hours (of wh�ch 3�6 were on type)
 Last 90 days -  � hour
 Last 28 days - 0 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and telephone enqu�r�es by AAIB

Synopsis

Wh�lst perform�ng c�rcu�ts, the p�lot om�tted to lower the 

land�ng gear and the a�rcraft landed wheels-up.

History of the flight

After the a�rcraft had had an annual �nspect�on, the 

p�lot and two passengers, who were also p�lots, boarded 

G-BDLT w�th the �ntent�on of carry�ng out a couple of 

circuits before departing for Berry Head.  On the first 

c�rcu�t, halfway down the downw�nd leg w�th the checks 

completed, the p�lot was asked to orb�t to the r�ght before 

being given clearance to continue to finals.  After three 

such orbits, clearance was received and the first circuit 

was completed w�thout �nc�dent.

On the second c�rcu�t, the p�lot was asked by ATC 

to orb�t r�ght aga�n but th�s t�me at the beg�nn�ng of 

the downw�nd leg, as the checks were started.  After 

three or four orb�ts, clearance was g�ven to proceed 

and the p�lot requested a full-stop land�ng.  The rest of 

the downw�nd checks were completed and the a�rcraft 

cont�nued to land.  Unfortunately, the p�lot had om�tted 

to lower the land�ng gear and the a�rcraft scraped to a 

halt on the runway.  There was no fire and the occupants 

evacuated the a�rcraft normally.

It would appear that the �nterrupt�on of the downw�nd 

checks had caused the p�lot to om�t to lower the land�ng 
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gear.  The a�rcraft was equ�pped w�th a warn�ng horn 
which sounds if the throttle is closed, with flaps extended 
more than �5º, �f the land�ng gear �s not extended.  Dur�ng 
the recovery operat�on, the horn sounded when electr�cal 

power was reappl�ed to the a�rcraft and thus appeared 
serv�ceable.  The p�lot commented that, wear�ng 
no�se-cancell�ng headphones, he d�d not not�ce �t.


