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 AAIB Bulletin: 1/2012 G-MYOR EW/G2011/09/18 

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Kolb Twinstar MKIII (Modified), G-MYOR

No & Type of Engines:  1 Hirth 2705 RO6 piston engine

Year of Manufacture:  1994 

Date & Time (UTC):  18 September 2011 at 0730 hrs

Location:  Mount Airey Airfield, South Cave, Yorkshire

Type of Flight:  Private 

Persons on Board: Crew - 1 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  damage to the landing gear and airframe

Commander’s Licence:  Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:  56 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  165 hours (of which 1 was on type)
 Last 90 days - 2 hours
 Last 28 days - 2 hours

Information Source:  Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

The pilot was carrying out high-speed taxi runs along 
grass Runway 25, following the replacement of some 
of the aircraft’s fuel components.  Since purchasing his 
“tail dragger”, he had flown one short sortie in it with 
an instructor, during which he completed two circuits.   
 
As the pilot passed the halfway point along Runway 25, 
at a speed of approximately 35 mph, the aircraft became 
airborne.  This was a surprise to the pilot, as he believed 
it was necessary on tail-wheeled aircraft to lift the tail 
first before taking off, by moving the control column 
forward, and he still had the control column fully back.  

Having realised he was airborne, the pilot judged there 
was insufficient runway remaining, so he completed a 
circuit.  On final approach, at a height of about 15 ft and 
approximately 10 mph above the stall speed, with full 
flaps selected, the aircraft appeared to lose flying speed 
and “flopped” into a field, approximately 30 ft short 
of the runway.  The landing gear and cockpit structure 
were damaged but the pilot was uninjured.

The pilot considered the accident occurred because of 
his inexperience on the aircraft and that he allowed the 
airspeed to become too low. 


