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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  ARV� Super 2, G-BMWE

No & type of Engines:  � Hewland AE75D p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �986 

Date & Time (UTC):  26 August 2006 at �600 hrs

Location:  Ed�ngale, Derbysh�re

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None  

Injuries:  Crew - � (M�nor) Passengers - N/A  

Nature of Damage:  Damage to the fin, rudder, wings, fuselage and cockpit 
area

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate p�lot’s l�cence

Commander’s Age:  60 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  90� hours (of wh�ch 286 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �9 hours
 Last 28 days -   7 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

The eng�ne water pump dr�ve belt broke caus�ng the 
eng�ne to overheat.  The p�lot shut the eng�ne down and 
dur�ng the subsequent forced land�ng the a�rcraft landed 
heav�ly on the nose wheel, wh�ch collapsed caus�ng the 
a�rcraft to turn over onto �ts back.

History of the flight

The a�rcraft was approx�mately �� nm from Tatenh�ll, 
on the second leg of a private flight from Manchester 
Barton to Popham, when the p�lot not�ced that the needle 
on the water temperature gauge was cl�mb�ng �nto the 
red from �ts normal read�ng of 80oC.  The p�lot reduced 
the eng�ne power and �nformed Coventry Radar, on 
��9.25 MHz, that he m�ght need to make a forced land�ng 

and requested advice on the nearest suitable airfield.  

Coventry Radar adv�sed the p�lot that B�rm�ngham was 

the closest airfield.  However the pilot elected to return 

to Tatenh�ll as he bel�eved that th�s would �ncrease h�s 

opt�ons should he have to undertake a forced land�ng.  

The temperature gauge rema�ned �n the red and when 

the a�rcraft was approx�mately 7 nm from Tatenh�ll the 

engine started to backfire and, therefore, the pilot shut 

�t down before �t could se�ze.  In h�s report the p�lot 

commented that he was surpr�sed at how steeply he had 

to d�ve the a�rcraft, w�th the propeller stat�onary, �n order 

to ma�nta�n the requ�red gl�de speed.  The p�lot pos�t�oned 

the aircraft for an into wind landing into a large, flat, 
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newly harvested field of wheat.  To ensure that he did not 
overshoot the landing area he selected full flap, which 
requ�red h�m to place the a�rcraft �n a very steep d�ve �n 
order to ma�nta�n the requ�red a�rspeed of 60 kt.  As the 
pilot commenced the flare he realised that the aircraft 
was not going to flare as expected and, consequently, 
he landed heav�ly on the nose wheel and the t�ps of the 
propeller blades.   The nose wheel collapsed caus�ng 
the aircraft to turn over onto its back damaging the fin, 
rudder, w�ngs, fuselage and cockp�t area.  Although the 

p�lot, who was wear�ng a lap strap and d�agonal harness, 
struck h�s head aga�nst the alt�meter sett�ng knob he was 
able to vacated the a�rcraft through the shattered canopy.  
The p�lot was taken to hosp�tal by a�r ambulance where 
he was assessed as having sustained superficial cuts and 
bru�s�ng.

The p�lot subsequently d�scovered that the water pump 
dr�ve belt had fa�led, wh�ch resulted �n the eng�ne 
overheat�ng.   




