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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  DH89A Dragon Rap�de, G-AKIF

No & type of Engines:  � G�psy S�x Ser�es � p�ston eng�ne
 � G�psy S�x Ser�es �A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �944 

Date & Time (UTC):  2 August 2006 at �332 hrs

Location:  Duxford Aerodrome, Cambr�dgesh�re

Type of Flight:  Publ�c Transport (Passenger)  

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - 8

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Both propellers bent, left eng�ne-mount d�storted, left 
brac�ng struts to upper fuselage deformed, cowl�ngs bent 
and land�ng gear fa�r�ng damaged

Commander’s Licence:  A�r Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  48 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �,980 hours (of wh�ch ��2 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 35 hours
 Last 28 days - �8 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Shortly after touch�ng down on the grass runway at 

Duxford Aerodrome a gust of w�nd, or a bump �n the 

runway, caused the a�rcraft to become a�rborne aga�n.  

The p�lot checked forward on the control column to 

br�ng the ma�n land�ng gear back onto the ground but 

was unable to control the nose-down p�tch�ng mot�on of 

the a�rcraft and the eng�ne propellers struck the ground.

History of the flight

This	 accident	 occurred	 on	 the	 pilot’s	 fourth	 flight	 of	

the day, all on the same a�rcraft and us�ng Runway 24, 

wh�ch has a grass surface and an LDA of 890 m.  The 

surface	wind	was	from	310º	at	16	kt,	giving	a	crosswind	

component	of	14	kt,	and	had	been	of	a	similar	velocity	

throughout the day.  It was also gusty w�th the p�lot 

exper�enc�ng w�ndshear of up to �5 kt on the approach.

After a normal approach, the a�rcraft touched down on 

the r�ght ma�n wheel and then the left, but before the 

ta�l wheel made contact w�th the runway the a�rcraft 

lifted	off	again.	 	The	pilot	believed	 that	 this	happened	

due to e�ther a gust of w�nd or a bump on the runway.  

He checked forward on the control column to br�ng 

the ma�n wheels back �nto contact w�th the ground and 
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then checked back aga�n as the ta�l cont�nued to r�se.  
However,	he	was	unable	 to	arrest	 the	nose-down	pitch	
in	 time	 to	 prevent	 the	 propellers	 striking	 the	 ground.		
The a�rcraft was brought to a halt on the runway and the 
passengers d�sembarked us�ng the normal ex�t.

There was cons�derably more damage to the left s�de of 
the	 aircraft	 than	 the	 right	giving	 rise	 to	 the	possibility	
that	 the	 left	wing	may	have	 stalled	during	 the	 landing	

sequence,	 adding	 to	 the	 pilot’s	 control	 difficulties.	 	 In	
the	 prevailing	 gusty	 conditions,	 a	 shear	 of	 15	 kt	 on	
touchdown could lead to a w�ng stall, part�cularly on the 
downw�nd (left) w�ng.  The p�lot commented that land�ng 
on the longer, parallel asphalt/concrete runway m�ght 
have	been	a	preferable	option.		This	would	have	offered	
a more pred�ctable land�ng surface and add�t�onal t�me 
to cons�der and execute a go around �f necessary.




