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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Stampe SV4A (Modified), G-AZNK

No & type of Engines:  � G�psy Major �0 MK� p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �946 

Date & Time (UTC):  4 August 2006 at �0�5 hrs

Location:  Redh�ll Aerodrome, Surrey

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - N�l Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller and land�ng gear

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  56 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  372 hours (of wh�ch �6 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 4 hours
 Last 28 days -  � hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and AAIB enqu�r�es

Synopsis

After tax��ng �n front of a hangar for a short d�stance, 
the p�lot found that the po�nt at wh�ch he �ntended to 
turn onto the grass surface had been obstructed by 
an arr�v�ng a�rcraft.  The p�lot cont�nued to tax� the 
aircraft in an attempt to find another suitable point and, 
�n do�ng so, entered an area not �ntended for a�rcraft 
movements.  In search�ng for a new turn�ng po�nt, he 
looked solely out of the left s�de of the cockp�t and d�d 
not see a road sign and traffic island positioned to his 
r�ght.  The a�rcraft struck the road s�gn at slow speed, 
damag�ng the propeller and land�ng gear.

History of the flight

The a�rcraft had been parked amongst a l�ne of l�ght 

a�rcraft, on the apron area fac�ng Hangar 8.  After 

start up, the p�lot was g�ven clearance to tax� on the 

grass west of Runway �8/36, to Hold�ng Po�nt G2 for 

an �ntersect�on departure on Runway 36.   The p�lot 

moved the a�rcraft forward and turned left to follow 

the l�ne of parked a�rcraft, w�th the �ntent�on of turn�ng 

onto the grass at a gap between a�rcraft, F�gure �.  As 

he approached the gap, an arr�v�ng a�rcraft pulled �nto 

�t, prevent�ng h�m from mak�ng the turn.  The p�lot 

cont�nued to tax� and, because he was look�ng down 

the left s�de of the a�rcraft for another po�nt to cross 

onto the grass, he allowed the a�rcraft to enter an area 

not �ntended for a�rcraft movements.  The a�rcraft h�t a 
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road sign mounted on a small traffic island, Figure 2, at 
very low speed, susta�n�ng damage to the r�ght land�ng 
gear and propeller.

The airfield

The airfield surface at Redhill Aerodrome is 
predom�nantly grass but, outs�de Hangar 8, there �s 
a paved surface w�th mark�ngs for both a roadway 

and a small ‘apron’, 
large enough to allow 
a�rcraft to be parked 
fac�ng the hangars 
w�thout �nfr�ng�ng the 
road.  A�rcraft fac�ng the 
hangar must tax� onto the 
road for a short d�stance 
and find a suitable point 
at wh�ch to turn back 
onto the grass surface 
before enter�ng the area 
clearly marked as a road.  

The road sign and traffic 
�sland had been �n pos�t�on for several years and the 
pilot confirmed that he was aware of their presence.

When in the ground attitude, the pilot’s field of vision 
ahead �n a ta�l wheeled a�rcraft such as the Stampe, �s 
extremely l�m�ted.  When tax��ng, a p�lot must frequently 
look out of both s�des of the cockp�t, weav�ng from s�de 
to s�de, to ensure that the a�rcraft’s path �s free from 
obstruct�ons.  
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