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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Jab�ru J400, G-PUKA

No & Type of Engines:  � Jab�ru A�rcraft Pty 3300A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2004 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 January 2007 at �2�0 hrs

Location:  Clutton H�ll Farm, Near Br�stol

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - �

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Broken left land�ng gear, broken noseleg, damage to left 
w�ng and shock-loaded eng�ne

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  44 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  2�6 hours (of wh�ch �05 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 7 hours
 Last 28 days -  � hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Dur�ng the takeoff run, the p�lot became concerned w�th 

the a�rcraft’s slow accelerat�on and dec�ded to stop.  As 

he appl�ed the brakes, the left land�ng gear encountered 

some bumps and part�ally fa�led.  Th�s caused the 

left w�ng to touch the ground, the noseleg to fa�l and 

consequently the propeller to str�ke the surface.  The 

p�lot concluded that the slow accelerat�on was due to the 

runway’s soft surface as a result of recent ra�n.

History of the flight

The pilot was intending to operate a private flight with 
one passenger on board; the fuel tank was half full of fuel.  
He calculated the takeoff we�ght to be 563 kg, wh�ch �s 
�37 kg less than the max�mum allowed.  The forecast 
surface w�nd was from 260º at 6 kt w�th a temperature of 

9ºC but wh�lst prepar�ng for departure, the p�lot noted that 
the w�ndsock �nd�cated calm cond�t�ons.  He therefore 
dec�ded to take off us�ng the grass Runway 07, wh�ch �s 
590 metres long and has a significant downhill gradient.  
The eng�ne �nd�cated full power dur�ng the takeoff run 
but the p�lot bel�eved the accelerat�on to be slower than 
normal.  Having operated out of this airfield for 18 months, 
the p�lot had des�gnated a po�nt 200 metres from the end 
of the runway at wh�ch he cons�dered a takeoff could 
be safely rejected.  On reach�ng th�s po�nt he was st�ll 
concerned w�th the accelerat�on and so he closed the 
throttle and appl�ed full brak�ng.  The left land�ng gear 
encountered some bumps and part�ally fa�led, caus�ng 
the left w�ng to touch the ground.  To counteract the drag 
from the left w�ng, the p�lot appl�ed full r�ght rudder; the 
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nose leg subsequently fa�led and the propeller struck the 
ground.  The a�rcraft came to rest �5 metres from the 
end of the runway and the p�lot and passenger, who were 
both wear�ng lap straps and d�agonal harnesses, ex�ted 
the a�rcraft through the�r respect�ve doors.

The runway had recently been extended �nto an adjacent 
field and the boundary hedge removed to allow this.  
Bumpy terra�n rema�ns �n the area where the hedge had 
been removed and th�s co�nc�ded w�th the po�nt where 
the p�lot rejected the takeoff.

Discussion

The p�lot concluded that the slow accelerat�on on th�s 
part�cular takeoff was a result of the runway’s soft surface 

due to heavy ra�n dur�ng the prev�ous week.  He noted 
that other types of a�rcraft w�th larger tyres appeared 
unaffected by the soft cond�t�ons.

The p�lot also bel�eves that the bump left by the hedge 
removal probably caused the part�al fa�lure of the left 
land�ng gear and subsequent bumps on the runway 
‘extens�on’ caused the left w�ng to touch the ground.  He 
no longer operates from this airfield as he feels that this 
model of a�rcraft �s not su�ted to th�s part�cular runway 
surface under soft cond�t�ons.


