AAIB Bulletin: 2/2012

G-AWHY

EW/G2012/10/03

ACCIDENT
Aircraft Type and Registration:

Falconar F-11-3, G-AWHY

No & Type of Engines:

1 Continental Motors Corp O-200-A piston engine

Year of Manufacture:

1995

Date & Time (UTC):

7 October 2011 at 1300 hrs

Location:

North Hill Airfield, Devon

Type of Flight:

Private

Persons on Board:

Crew - 1

Passengers - 1

Injuries:

Crew - None

Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:

Damage to the right wing

Commander’s Licence:

Private Pilot’s Licence

Commander’s Age:

35 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:

78 hours (of which 18 were on type)
Last 90 days - 21 hours
Last 28 days - 11 hours

Information Source:

Aircraft Accident Report Form submitted by the pilot

Prior to departure, the pilot extensively planned a

The pilot realised he would not reach his intended airfield,

cross‑country flight from Chichester (Goodwood)

and when the engine stopped completely, he identified a

Airfield to Dunkeswell Airfield, including a 30 minute

nearby gliding club where he could land. Although the

fuel reserve. Just after takeoff, he noted a fault with

pilot completed the initial touchdown without incident,

the aircraft’s fuel gauge but continued the flight using

a flock of sheep ran in front of the aircraft during the

fuel remaining calculations, based on his flight plan

landing roll. The resulting collision caused damage to

assumption of a fuel consumption rate of 15 litres per

the aircraft’s right wing, but the sheep and the pilot were

hour. As the flight progressed, the pilot realised the sectors

uninjured. The pilot later identified that a planned fuel

were taking longer than he had anticipated. Despite

consumption rate of 22 litres per hour was more realistic

rerouting onto a shorter flight plan, as he commenced

for the aircraft.

his approach into Dunkeswell, the engine began to falter.
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