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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Europa XS, G‑FIZY

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotax 9�2-UL p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  2007 

Date & Time (UTC):  30 March 2008 at �4�5 hrs

Location:  Wh�te Oxmead, 4 m�les south west of Bath

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board: Crew  - � Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None    Passengers - N/A
  
Nature of Damage:  Damage to land�ng gear, left w�ng, eng�ne and propeller

Commander’s Licence:  Nat�onal Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  6� years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �35 hours (of wh�ch 7 were on type)
 Last 90 days - 7 hours
 Last 28 days - 4 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Immed�ately after l�ft�ng off from an undulat�ng grass 

runway, the a�rcraft’s r�ght w�ng dropped.  The p�lot 

appl�ed left a�leron to correct the roll, wh�ch resulted 

�n the a�rcraft roll�ng sharply to the left.  As �t passed 

over the left edge of the runway, the a�rcraft struck a 

hedge and came to rest in an adjacent field.  The pilot 

was un�njured.

History of the flight

Dur�ng the takeoff, the p�lot appl�ed sl�ght back pressure 

to the control column as the a�rcraft accelerated past 

50 kt.  It then passed over a ser�es of undulat�ons �n the 

runway surface wh�ch caused �t to l�ft off and, as the 

a�rcraft rotated towards �ts cl�mb�ng att�tude, the r�ght 

w�ng started to drop.  The p�lot appl�ed left a�leron to 

correct the roll and th�s resulted �n the left w�ng dropp�ng 

rap�dly and the a�rcraft turn�ng to the left.  After cross�ng 

the edge of the runway the a�rcraft struck a boundary 

hedge and came to rest on its nose in a field of standing 

crops approx�mately 40 m beyond the hedge.  The 

p�lot was un�njured and was able to leave the a�rcraft 

unass�sted.  

The reported weather �n the area at the t�me of the acc�dent 

gave the w�nd d�rect�on as 240° w�th a w�nd speed of 

5 kt gust�ng to �5 kt.  In v�ew of the undulat�ng nature of 

the runway surface �t �s poss�ble that the a�rcraft became 

a�rborne before reach�ng �ts requ�red takeoff speed.  In 



�09©  Crown copyr�ght 2008

 AAIB Bulletin: 8/2008 G-FIZY EW/C2008/03/08 

th�s s�tuat�on, any decrease �n a�rspeed due to the gusty 

nature of the w�nd may have resulted, momentar�ly, �n the 

r�ght w�ng becom�ng part�ally stalled, before respond�ng 
to the left roll demand.


