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 AAIB Bulletin: 1/2008 G-BULG EW/G2007/08/15

ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Vans RV-4, G-BuLG

No & Type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng O-320-E3D p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �989 

Date & Time (UTC):  4 August 2007 at ��00 hrs

Location:  Pr�vate str�p, F�rgrove, Wren�ngham, Norfolk

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 
  
Persons on Board: Crew - �  Passengers - �

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller, engine mount, firewall, cowling, 
land�ng gear and w�ng unders�de

Commander’s Licence:  Pr�vate P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  62 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  980 hours (of wh�ch none were on type)
 Last 90 days - 0 hours
 Last 28 days - 0 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and further enqu�r�es by the AAIB

Synopsis

After a normal 3-po�nt touchdown on the grass runway, 

the a�rcraft ran over a sl�ght r�dge and l�fted off �n a 

h�gh nose-up att�tude.  The p�lot held the control st�ck 

aft and the a�rcraft descended, land�ng heav�ly, caus�ng 

the ma�n land�ng gear to collapse.  

History of the flight

This was the pilot’s first flight in a Vans RV‑4, which 

�s a ta�lwheel a�rcraft.  The p�lot had approx�mately 

600 hours of ta�lwheel exper�ence, much of �t on T�ger 

Moths.  H�s passenger was the owner of the a�rcraft.  

They departed F�rgrove �n good weather cond�t�ons and 

landed at Shipdham Airfield.  After about 15 minutes 

they departed Sh�pdham to return to F�rgrove.  The 

p�lot carr�ed out an approach followed by a planned 

go-around and then establ�shed h�mself for an approach 

and a full stop land�ng on Runway 28 (grass).  The w�nd 

was from 250° at �2 kt.  The approach was made at 80 

mph, reduc�ng to 70 mph over the threshold.  A normal 

3-po�nt touchdown was made w�th approx�mately two 

th�rds of the 600 m runway rema�n�ng.  The a�rcraft 

then ran over a sl�ght r�dge �n the runway surface and 

l�fted off �n a h�gh nose-up att�tude.  The a�rcraft then 

descended and landed heav�ly, caus�ng the ma�n land�ng 

gear to collapse rearwards.



77©  Crown copyr�ght 2008

 AAIB Bulletin: 1/2008 G-BULG EW/G2007/08/15 

Passenger’s comments on the accident

The passenger, who was the owner of the a�rcraft, 
reported that the land�ng was normal and the p�lot then 
brought the control st�ck fully aft (a normal ta�lwheel 
land�ng techn�que).  G-BuLG �s an early model RV-4, 
w�th shorter land�ng gear legs, and �t normally lands �n 
a 3-po�nt att�tude above the stall speed.  The passenger 
reported that the sl�ght r�dge �n the runway normally 
causes the a�rcraft to make a sl�ght ‘hop’ but, �n th�s 
case, the st�ck was held fully aft, caus�ng the a�rcraft to 
p�tch up and �t then ‘mushed’ back onto the ground.  

Pilot’s assessment of the cause

The p�lot stated that he dec�ded to hold the st�ck aft 
when the a�rcraft p�tched up after touchdown.  W�th 

h�nds�ght, he bel�eved he should have added some 
power, lowered the nose w�th some forward st�ck, 
and then e�ther landed or carr�ed out a go-around.  
He believed that his lack of recent flying experience 
probably contr�buted to the acc�dent.

Recency requirements for carrying passengers

JAR-FCL �.026� requ�res that a P�lot-�n-Command 
carry out at least three takeoffs and three land�ngs �n 
the preced�ng 90 days �n order to carry passengers.  

Footnote

�  JAR-FCL �s the Jo�nt Av�at�on Regulat�on for Fl�ght Crew 
L�cens�ng.  The JAR-FCL �.026 requ�rement can be found �n 
LASORS sect�on F.


