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ACCIDENT 

Aircraft Type and Registration:  P�tts S-2A, G-TIII

No & type of Engines:  � Lycom�ng AE�0-360-A�A p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �979

Date & Time (UTC):  25 June 2006 at ���5 hrs

Location:  Redh�ll Aerodrome, Surrey

Type of Flight:  Pr�vate 

Persons on Board:  Crew -� Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None  Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  Damage to propeller and unders�de of fuselage; eng�ne 
shockloaded;  damage to the G3 aerodrome marker 
board

Commander’s Licence:  A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age:  6� years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  3,506 hours (of wh�ch �3� were on type)
 Last 90 days - �36 hours
 Last 28 days -   56 hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Wh�le be�ng tax�ed to the park�ng area after land�ng, the 

a�rcraft coll�ded w�th a marker board.

History of the flight

After land�ng on Runway 08L, the p�lot of G-TIII was 

cleared to vacate to the left and follow the tax�way 

to the ‘A3’ hold.  Then, as the a�rcraft was tax��ng �n 

a northerly d�rect�on, the p�lot was cleared to cross 

the grass to the west towards h�s park�ng area.  He 

subsequently commented that he was weav�ng the 

a�rcraft as he crossed Runway �8 to ensure that he 

avo�ded the runway markers wh�ch were small frang�ble 

posts about �2 �nches h�gh.  However, once clear of the 

runway, the a�rcraft struck the ‘G3’ marker board; th�s 

board �nd�cated the hold pos�t�on for Runway �8.

The weather was good and the p�lot acknowledged that 

he was fam�l�ar w�th the pos�t�on of the ‘G3’ board.  

He also accepted that he had respons�b�l�ty for ensur�ng 

that h�s tax� route was clear.  However, he commented 

that the board was ‘end-on’ and therefore least v�s�ble 

from the d�rect�on from wh�ch he was approach�ng.  

Add�t�onally, the background to the board �ncluded 

hangars, parked a�rcraft and hel�copters, wh�ch made �t 

more difficult to see.
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Background information

Th�s was the th�rd acc�dent �nvolv�ng ta�lwheel a�rcraft 
coll�d�ng w�th the ‘G3’ board s�nce November 2005.

The first accident, involving G-BWEF on 19 November 
2005, was reported �n AAIBBullet�n 6/2006 together 
w�th the follow�ng recommendat�on:

‘Redhill Aerodrome Limited establishes a 
programme of regular formal meetings with flying 
organisations based at the aerodrome to discuss 
and monitor operating procedures.’

In response to that recommendat�on, the aerodrome 
author�ty stated:

‘Redhill Aerodrome Limited will consult with the 
based flying training organisations as the benefits 
of re-establishing the User’s Committee in 
addition to the consultation/notification presently 
undertaken by e-mail and the Redhill Aerodrome 
web site’.

After the second acc�dent, �nvolv�ng G-BMKB on 
6 Apr�l 2006 and reported �n AAIB Bullet�n 8/2006, 
the Aerodrome Operator stated on 27 June 2006 that 
a User’s Meet�ng was planned for 20 September 2006 
but that there appeared to be “l�ttle enthus�asm for the 
meet�ng”.  The operator also stated that the tax� routes for 
fixed wing aircraft had been amended and promulgated 
�n the Aerodrome Operator’s C�rcular.  Th�s amendment 
became effect�ve on 27 June 2006, one day after the 
acc�dent �nvolv�ng G-TIII.  The amendment would be 
rev�ewed at the end of the summer per�od.

Conclusion

Three separate acc�dents �nvolv�ng d�fferent a�rcraft 
coll�d�ng w�th the same marker board �nd�cates a problem 
w�th the pos�t�on and consp�cu�ty of the marker board.  If 
the board �s requ�red and cannot be made more v�s�ble, 
the sens�ble solut�on would be to restr�ct the movement of 
a�rcraft w�th�n the v�c�n�ty of the board.  The aerodrome 
operator has amended the tax� procedures and the User’s 
Meet�ng on 20 September 2006 was an appropr�ate t�me 
to rev�ew the s�tuat�on.


