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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration: P�per L2�B Super Cub, G-BMKB

No & Type of Engines: � Lycom�ng O-290-D2 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture: �954

Date & Time (UTC): 6 Apr�l 2006 at �400 hrs

Location: Redh�ll Aerodrome, Surrey

Type of Flight: Tra�n�ng

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage: R�ght elevator damaged

Commander’s Licence: A�rl�ne Transport P�lot’s L�cence

Commander’s Age: 62 years

Commander’s Flying Experience: �7,08� hours   (of wh�ch �,560 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �3 hours
 Last 28 days -   8 hours

Information Source: A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot 
and further enquiries by the AAIB

Synopsis

The a�rcraft was tax��ng back to the hangar area after 
land�ng when �ts r�ght elevator made l�ght contact w�th 
a hold�ng po�nt marker board, tear�ng the elevator’s 
fabr�c surface.  Th�s was the second ground acc�dent 
within five months, involving this marker board, which 
the AAIB have �nvest�gated.  The marker board �s 
correctly constructed, pos�t�oned and �ts presence has 
been well promulgated.

History of the flight

The a�rcraft, wh�ch has a ta�l wheel, had landed on 
Runway 26R and been cleared to tax� to Hangar 8 - to 
the west of the threshold for Runway �8 - v�a Tax�way A 
and across the northern end of the grass Runway �8, 

wh�ch was not �n use.  Wh�le manoeuvr�ng for a park�ng 
place �n front of Hangar 8, the p�lot temporar�ly lost 
s�ght of the G3 marker board, wh�ch �s s�tuated at the 
hold�ng po�nt on the west s�de of the d�splaced threshold 
for Runway �8.  The a�rcraft’s r�ght elevator made l�ght 
contact w�th the marker board, caus�ng a �0 cm tear �n 
the fabr�c of the elevator.

The p�lot reported that, when Runway 26 �s �n use, the 
grass area between Tax�way A and Hangar 8, across 
Runway �8, becomes a very busy thoroughfare.  He 
stated that p�lots of a�rcraft return�ng to the hangar, �n 
those c�rcumstances, are presented w�th the rear v�ew of 
the G3 marker board, set aga�nst a background of parked 
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and manoeuvr�ng a�rcraft and open hangar doors.  He 
also stated that the marker board �s only some 25 to 30 m 
from the park�ng area �n front of the hangar and, when 
v�ewed s�de-on from the north or south, be�ng �0 cm 
w�de, can eas�ly be lost from s�ght. 

Previous accident

AAIB Bulletin: 6/2006 included a report on an accident 
on �9 November 2005, �nvolv�ng a Stampe SV4C(G), 
reg�strat�on G-BWEF, wh�ch also struck the G3 
marker board wh�le manoeuvr�ng on the ground.  That 
investigation confirmed that the marker board, which had 
been �nstalled �n August 2005, was correctly constructed 
and pos�t�oned at the hold�ng po�nt for Runway �8 and 
that �nformat�on about �t had been w�dely d�ssem�nated.  

The �nvest�gat�on also revealed that the aerodrome 
Users’ Comm�ttee had been suspended �n 2004 and that, 
s�nce then, changes to aerodrome procedures or layout 
had been commun�cated to all Redh�ll based users and 
groups through e-mails.  The report recommended that:

Redhill Aerodrome Limited establishes a 
programme of regular formal meetings with 
flying organisations based at the aerodrome to 
discuss and monitor operating procedures.

In response to that recommendat�on the aerodrome 
operator stated:

‘Redhill Aerodrome Limited will consult with 
the based flying training organisations as to the 
benefits of re-establishing the User’s Committee 
in addition to the consultation/notification 
presently undertaken by e-mail and the Redhill 
Aerodrome web site’. 

Subsequent actions

As a result of these two coll�s�ons the aerodrome 
manager has amended the taxi routes for fixed wing 
a�rcraft; these amendments have been promulgated 
�n the Aerodrome Operator’s C�rcular.  These routes 
w�ll be used for the rema�nder of the summer.  
In add�t�on, a Users’ Meet�ng has been planned 
for 20 September 2006, �mmed�ately pr�or to a 
consultat�ve comm�ttee meet�ng.    


