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ACCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Rotorway Execut�ve 90, G-BUJZ

No & Type of Engines:  � Rotorway RI �62 p�ston eng�ne

Year of Manufacture:  �993 

Date & Time (UTC):  27 June 2007 at �440 hrs

Location:  Willingdale	Airfield	(disused),	Essex

Type of Flight:  Tra�n�ng 

Persons on Board: Crew - 2 Passengers - None

Injuries: Crew	-	1	(Minor)	 Passengers	-	None

Nature of Damage:  Damage to ma�n rotor blades, ma�n rotor shaft, ta�l boom, 
hor�zontal stab�l�zer and canopy

Commander’s Licence:  Airline	Transport	Pilot’s	Licence

Commander’s Age:  42 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  6,500	hours	(of	which	309	were	on	type)
	 Last	90	days	-	158	hours
	 Last	28	days	-			38	hours

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Dur�ng the recovery from a pract�ce autorotat�on the 
rotor	 rpm	 drooped.	 	 The	 instructor	 took	 control	 and	
attempted	to	land	in	a	field	with	standing	crop.		Shortly	
after	 landing	 the	 aircraft	 pitched	 forward	 and	 rolled.		
The a�rcraft came to rest on �ts starboard s�de and was 
extensively	damaged.		

History of the flight

The	instructor	planned	to	fly	from	Street	Farm,	Takely,	
to	Andrewsfield	 and	 return	 in	 order	 to	 renew	 the	 type	
rating	 for	 a	 pilot	 whose	 currency	 had	 lapsed.	 	 The	
a�rcraft l�fted at �ts max�mum takeoff we�ght, and the 
pilot	 and	 instructor	 flew	 a	 variety	 of	 general	 handling	
manoeuvres, �nclud�ng an autorotat�on to go-around, 

uneventfully.	 	 About	 20	 minutes	 into	 the	 sortie,	 the	

instructor	briefed	for	a	second	autorotation	to	be	flown,	

with	a	powered	recovery,	to	the	hover-taxi.		During	the	

recovery, at approx�mately �5 ft agl, the student ra�sed 

the	 collective	 and	 simultaneously	 opened	 the	 throttle.	

Whilst	 the	 engine	 responded,	 it	 did	 not	 appear	 to	 be	

producing	full	power	and	the	rotor	rpm	drooped.

The �nstructor took control and, hav�ng checked that the 

throttle	was	 fully	 open,	 attempted	 to	 overshoot.	 	The	

�nstructor then real�sed that the rpm was st�ll decay�ng, 

so	he	decided	to	land	in	the	standing	crop.	The	instructor	

was able to reduce the forward speed of the a�rcraft but 

shortly after land�ng the a�rcraft p�tched forward and 
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rolled.	The	 aircraft	 came	 to	 rest	 on	 its	 starboard	 side	

and	was	extensively	damaged.

The �nstructor stated that he had prev�ously exper�enced 

low rotor rpm s�tuat�ons �n th�s type of a�rcraft and had 

recovered	 successfully.	 	 He	 believed	 that	 the	 engine	
may not have been produc�ng full power at the t�me 
of	 the	 accident.	 	 An	 inspection	 by	 the	 maintenance	
organ�sat�on was unable to �dent�fy a cause for any loss 
of	power.


