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 AAIB Bulletin: 6/2007 G-OXBC EW/G2007/02/03 

INCIDENT

Aircraft Type and Registration:  Cameron A-�40 Balloon, G-OXBC

No & Type of Engines:  None

Year of Manufacture:  200�

Date & Time (UTC):  �8 February 2007 at �650 hrs

Location:  Hardw�ck Park, Standlake, W�tney, Oxon

Type of Flight:  Pos�t�on�ng 

Persons on Board:  Crew - � Passengers - None

Injuries:  Crew - None Passengers - N/A

Nature of Damage:  None

Commander’s Licence:  Commerc�al P�lot’s L�cence 

Commander’s Age:  58 years

Commander’s Flying Experience:  �,002 hours (of wh�ch 278 were on type)
 Last 90 days - �0 hours
 Last 28 days -    � hour

Information Source:  A�rcraft Acc�dent Report Form subm�tted by the p�lot

Synopsis

Wh�le walk�ng the balloon to a more su�table locat�on 
after land�ng, a gust of w�nd blew �t towards a row of 
trees and the balloon envelope collapsed over some 
power l�nes.

History of the flight

At the completion of an uneventful flight, the pilot made 
a safe land�ng and the s�x passengers left the basket.  The 
weather was good with a surface wind of 090º/05 kt.  
To the north of the land�ng area was a row of trees and 
power l�nes or�entated approx�mately east to west.

The �mmed�ate area was wet and sl�ppery and the p�lot 
dec�ded to move G-OXBC to a more su�table and dr�er 

area before deflating the envelope.  He left the basket 
and began to ‘walk’ the balloon slowly �n an easterly 
d�rect�on.  After he had gone some d�stance, a southerly 
gust of w�nd caught the balloon and �t started to move 
towards the trees.  On the sl�ppery ground, the p�lot was 
unable to stop the movement and the basket came to rest 
at the base of the trees.  The balloon envelope collapsed 
over the trees and onto the power l�nes.  There was no 
damage to the power l�nes wh�ch were �nsulated but the 
local fire service had to disentangle the envelope from 
the power l�nes and the trees.


